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ENCAMPMENT PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Forenoon, April 9, 1935 


The Fifty-Third Annual Encampment was called to order by 
Department Commander Ralph L. Smith at 11 o'clock in the 
Bailroom of the Hotel Bradford, Boston. 


Department Commander Ralph L. Smith:—The Fifty-Third 
Annual Encampment of the Department of Sons of Union Vet- 
erans will come to order and the officers will assume their re- 
spective stations. At this time I appoint Brother Nelson Towle 
[62] as Guide; Brother ‘T. L. Devine [58] Color Bearer; Brother 
William H. Bridham [30] Guard; Brother Arthur F, McIntosh 
[74] Guard. Will the Color Bearer attend the altar? 


Guide [Brother Towle]:—Commander, I find the guards 
in place. 


Department Commander Smith:—You may resume your 
station. You will now take up the password and you will be 
assisted by the color hearers, Brother Joseph A. Finn [Sl] and 
Brother F. I’. Rhodes [46]. 


Commander Smith:—The Committees have been appointed 
and notified and they will stand as they are appointed. If there 
are any vacancies in any Committee I will gladly fill them upon 
being notified by the Chairman. I want to call the attention of 
the Greetings Committee to the fact that the G. A. R. Greetings 
Committee will be received at 10 A.M. Wednesday morning and 
the Greetings Committee to the Daughters at 9:30 A.M. These 
are the only ones who have set the time for receiving the Com- 
mittees. 


GREETINGS COMMITTEES FOR 1936 ENCAMPMENT 


G. A. R.—Past Commander-in-Chief Dr. E. W. Homan, De- 
partment Chaplain Dr. David L. Martin, Department Patriotic 
Instructor W. L. Anderson, Jr.; District Commander Thomas L. 
Crawford.: © ! 
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W. R. C.—Past C.-in-C. Harry D. Sisson, Department In- 
sspector Edward C. Webster, District Commander Charles Brad- 
lee, James P. Skehan, 16. 


Ladies of the G. A. R—P.D.C. William O. Fuller, P.D.C. 
’ Lester D. Hobson, Member of Department Council Louis E. 
Winchell, Fred E. Warren, 3. 
Daughters of U. V. C. W.—Past Sr. Vice C.-in-C. W. L. 
Anderson, P.D.C. Rev. A. A. Brondson, P.D.C. A. A. Quinn, 
P.D.C. Chester A. White. 


Auxiliary to S. U. V.—P.D.C. Charles H. E. Moran, P.D.C. 
H. Harding Hale, James W. Dean, 127; Harold M. Drown, mem- 
ber Department Council. 


ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEES 
Credentials—John B. Farrell, 74; Roy C. Call, 30; Walter G, 
Ball, 46; William T. McDonald, 67; H. Glenn Sumner, 25. 


Ritual and Ceremonies—P.D.C. Addison A. Quinn, P.D.C. 
William O. Fuller, Department Counselor James G. Wolff, 
George A. Derby, 5, member Department Council; William L. 
Anderson, Jr., D.P.1. 


Resolutions—P.D.C. Henry F. Weiler, P.D.C. Arthur C. 
Drew, District Commander H,. Glenn Sumner, William T. Mc- 
Donald, 67; Fred E. Warren, 3. 


Constitution and Regulations—P.D.C. Charles H. E. Moran, 
William H. Thomas, 35; Thomas L. Crawford, Charles Bradlee 
and Clayton P. Kenfield, District Commanders. 


Officers Reports—P.D.C. Guy Richardson, P.D.C. Chester 
A. White, District Commander Elias R. Sweet, William T, Tis- 
dale, 89, Harold M. Drown, Member of Department Council. 


Restoration of Past Rank—P.D.C. H. Harding Hale, P.D.C. 
Lester D. Hobson, Albert G. Wolff, 89. 
Press—Department Publicity Secretary Wilfred H. Libbey, 


Harold M. Drown, member of Department Council; Thomas L. 
Devine, 58. 


Reception and Ball—Past Sr. Vice C.-in-C. W. L. Anderson, ' 


P.D.C. Henry F. Weiler, District Commanders Elias R. Sweet, 
Charles Bradlee, Thomas L. Crawford. 
RESOLUTIONS 
Resolutions and telegrams were read by the Department 
Secretary. The resolutions were referred to the proper com- 


mittees without debate and were later reported with the com- 
mittees’ recommendations. 


Guide Towle:—Commander, I find all in order. 
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Commander Smith:—You may resume your station. 


Commander Smith:—We will stand at attention while Chap- 
lain Martin invokes the blessing of God upon us. 


Chaplain David L. Martin:—Reads Prayer: 


God of Nations be with us yet; lest we forget, lest we forget. 
We have come short of thy promises. But thou art merciful 
and willing to forgive. Take not the lamp of life away from us. 
Give us as a nation one more chance. Thou hast used us in the 
past and we pray that thy guiding hand will still lead us on. 


Bless all the military organizations of our land. Bless the 
dear ones who left the fireside because they loved liberty, hated 
unrighteousness. In these days when the world is forgetting 
them; some are old and lonely; others suffering from the terrible 
afflictions of war, do Thou O Lord God plead their cause: help 
them in their distress. We pray Thy blessing upon every member 
of the Grand Army of the Republic gathered for their Encamp- 
ment. Bless all the Allied organizations. And fill the world 
with a holier spirit, send among us noble men. In Thy good 
time remove the men that know not God and Love not our 
Nation. Hear us and answer in the name of Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 3 


Commander Smith:—The Color Bearer will present the 
colors and we will have the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 


Commander Smith:—I now declare the Fifty-Third Annual 
Encampment of the Massachusetts Department of the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War duly opened for such business 
as may legally and properly conie before it. 


Commander Smith:—\Ve will now have the roll call of 
officers. 


Secretary Palmer calls the roll; E. M. Atwood, Louis E. 


Winchell, F. E. Bolton, James G. Wolff, H. Harding Hale, 
George }. Stratton, Addison A. Quinn, being absent. ; 


Secretary Palmer :—Sir, the roll is called. 


[Brothers Winchell, Quinn and Hale enter encampment at 
this time. | 


Commander Smith:—The next thing on the program is the 
Report of Officers. Will the Senior Vice Commander please 
come to this station? 


Brother William L. Anderson, Jr.:—Commander, may I pre- 
sent a resolution at this time? 
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Commander Smith:—I just want to say that it is a resolution 
that we are going to send to the State House, where a hearing 
is being held today on the Bill for the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag for the teachers and I presume it is expedient it be 
sent there now. If there is no objection we will have the reading 
of this resolution. 


Brother William L. Anderson, Jr.:—This is being heard at 
the State House now. “Be it resolved that the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War are in favor of Bills No. 1231 and No. 
436 now before the Législative Committee on legislation requir- 
ing teachers and educators of Massachusetts to take an oath of 
allegiance. I request that we have a unanimous vote on this 
matter. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard this resolution. 


Brother Harry Weiler [P.D.C.]:—Does the Bill exempt 
exchange Professors? 


Brother Anderson:—The Bill does. There are certain cor- 
rections that will have to be made. Unfortunately I could not 
get a copy of either one but I feel that as the American Legion, 
and other affiliated patriotic organizations are supporting them, 
that we as Sons and Daughters should do likewise, even though 
we have not all the facts before us. 


Commander Smith:—I will ask all the brothers in favor of 
this Bill to rise. [The entire Encampment rise «I think it 
is a unanimous vote, without calling for any other sign. 


Commander Smith:—Senior Vice Commander, you will 
assume my station. 


Senior Vice Commander Lester W. Knox [15] :—Brothers, 
you will give your attention to the Commander’s report. 


Commander Smith:—Reads report. [Applause.] 
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Report of Department Commander 
Ralph L. Smith, Camp 79, Melrose 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Fifty-Third Annual En- 
campment of the Massachusetts Department Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 


When one year ago you elected and installed me as your 
Department Commander, I was not only aware of the honor that 
you at that time conferred upon me, but I also fully understood 
and realized the great confidence you had placed in me and the 
obligation I assumed when I accepted the responsibility of the 
leadership of this great Department of our order. For the priv- 
ilege of one year as your leader, | am profoundly thankful to you. 

The irresistable march of time has now brought me to the 
day when I must make report of how worthily I have performed 
those duties and justified your confidence. 

I ask sufficient of your charity that you believe me when I 
say to you that, so far as I have been mentally and physically 
able, I have given to this Department the best that I possessed ; 
my conscience is clear. I have honestly and earnestly tried. 

“ I have had some keen disappointments; I have also had 
many splendid results from my work. I believe our Department 
is in a much more healthy condition than it has been for a long 
time. A lively interest is manifest throughout the entire depart- 
ment; new members are coming in and I am confident that we 
are going to grow to the organization that those men of the G. 
A. R. visualized for us when they founded and organized our 
Order fifty-three years ago and that we will prove that we are 
worthy successors of our illustrious Parent Order, The Grand 
Army of the Republic. 


Grand Army of the Republic 

Grand Army of the Republic—with how much more rever- 
ence, respect and love we pronounce those words as we realize 
how few are the remaining years we shall be privileged to again 
meet even one of these noble Comrades, Words are inadequate 
to express the pleasure and the inspiration that close association 
with Department Commander, George A. Gay, and those two 
wonderful Comrades, Sr. Vice Department Commander, George 
W. Green, and Jr. Vice Department Commander, Charles L. 
Robinson, has given to me. The wonderful feeling of comradeship 
and love for each other that grows stronger with the passing of 
years in fraternal association in their incomparable organization 
should awaken in each and every Son of one of them a firm deter- 
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mination that our noble order shall live and that the passing of | 


the years shall, as it has in the G. A, R., cement together the 
members of our order in unbreakable ties. We shall do well to 
emulate the example of our fathers, The memory of the many 


evenings spent with these wonderful comrades will remain with 
me through life. 


Our Department, after consultation with the G. A. R., pre- 
ae The Mass. Dept. G. A. R. with a check for Five Hundred 
ollars, taken from our G. A. R. Trust Fund, I recommend that 


this assistance be continued in a-sum consistent with the best 
interests of both Departments. ‘ 


Woman’s Relief Corps 


Tt has been my happy privilege, on many occasions, to meet 
that splendid leader, Sister Belle Morton, Department President 
of the Woman's Relief Corps. To her and the wonderful women 
who make up the Membership of the Massachusetts Department, 
the grateful thanks of the Sons goes out for the great work they 
are doing for the G. A. R. For the splendid co-operation and 


assistance rendered to our Department and to me I am deeply 
thankful. 


This band of noble women have, for many years, rendered 
unselfish service in the interests of the G. A. R. and are ever 
alert for an opportunity to add to the comfort and happiness of 
the remaining Comrades. May their future be replete with suc- 
cess and happiness. 


Ladies of the G. A. R. 


_ In sister May S. White this organization has had a most 
efficient and energetic leader. A splendid spirit of co-operation 
has been shown by these Loyal women throughout my year. 
Their great interest in the G. A. R. has been demonstrated in 
intense work in their behalf. For the many favors extended to 


our Department and to me, during the past year, I extend my 
grateful thanks. F 


‘Daughters of Union Veterans 

Sister May G. Blanchard, Department President of the 
Daughters of Union Veterans, has been a most able and efficient 
leader. She has been ready, at all times, to give every possible 
assistance to our Departiment, energetic in her efforts to be of 
Service to the Comrades of the G. A. R. and has extended to 
me many favors. It has been a real privilege to have associated 
with such a splendid co-worker for our cause. To you, Sister 
May, and the loyal workers of your Department, I extend my 
sincere thanks and best wishes for many years of success and 
happiness in your Patriotic work. i 
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Our Auxiliary 

Never in the history of our organization has a Department 
Commander had a more able and energetic co-worker than it has 
been my good fortune to have in Department President of our 
Auxiliar ister Phyllis M. Dean. She has ever been alert for 
opportunity to render service in our interest and has constantly 
urged the members of the Auxiliary to greater activity in support 
of our Department. Her great interest and love for the Comrades 
of the G. A. R. is reflected in her constant work for their com- 
fort and well being. Patriotism, Loyalty and Love of Country 
and Flag radiate from her every act. All who are fortunate 
enough to hear her speak must be inspired by her earnestness 
and words of wisdom. To you, Sister Phyllis, and the members 
of your Department, I extend my most sincere thanks for the 
great service rendered to our Department and to me during my 
term as Department Commander. Any disappointments and un- 
pleasant experiences that I have had, have been far out-weighed 
by the many favors extended and the happy hours of pleasant 
association with these loyal sisters,on many occasions during the 
year. May long life, happiness and great success be your reward. 


Visitations 

While it has been impossible for me to personally visit every 
camp in the Department. as I would like to have done. T have 
been able to meet a very large number of the membership of the 
State at District meetings and through the opportunity that sev- 
eral School of Instructions have afforded. I have personally 
visited about one-half of the camps and all have been covered 
by Department Senior Vice or Junior Vice Commander or by Dis- 
trict Commanders or their aides. Camp Commanders should, and 
I believe generally do, understand that it is impossible for the 
Dept. Commander to cover all camps in one year but I feel that 
some do not grasp the fact that the District Commander is the 
representative of the Commander and can be of as much assist- 
ance to the camps under his jurisdiction and can give much more 
time and attention to their problems. 


Department Officers 

All Department Officers have been ready to respond when 
I have called upon them for advice or assistance. Sr. Vice 
Department Commander, Lester W. Knox, has rendered valuable 
service in building up the camps’in the western section of our 
Department and has willingly travelled to any section of the 
State where his services were required. 

Jr. Vice Dept. Commander, Everett M. Atwood, has served 
with distinction, loved and respected by all who know him. His 
efforts in the Plymouth County section have brought gratifying 
results. He has, at all times, been ready to respond to any call 
to service to our department or to any Comrade. 
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Our Department Council, Harold M. Drown, George A. 
Derby, and Louis E. Winchell,.have performed their duties faith- 
fully and efficiently. The confidence placed in them when they 
were elected to this important office has been fully justified by 
conscientious service. 


Leon H. Palmer, Department Secretary. My year of close 
association with you has strengthened the admiration and respect 
that I have always had for you. Faithful to even the most trivial 
of your duties, a loyal friend, dependable and willing, you meas- 
ure up to the highest standard as a Son of a Union Veteran of the 
Civil War and a worthwhile Citizen. Your value to this Depart- 
ment is inestimable. I shall cherish the memory of my year with 
you, Leon. ; 


Past Commander-in-Chief, Fred E. Bolton, our Department 
Treasurer, needs no commendation from me. His splendid and 
efficient service in the interest of our Department as well as our 
National Organization is well known to all. His work this year 
as always, has been promptly and efficiently performed. 


Department Chaplain, Dr. David L. Martin, has responded 
many times this year as a speaker. His words of wisdom, I am 
sure, have inspired all who have heard him to a greater determi- 
nation to carry on for our cause. 


Department Patriotic Instructor, William L. Anderson, Jr., 
has fully justified the confidence that I placed in him when I 
appointed him to this important office. He not only has per- 
formed all his duties as Patriotic Instructor, but has performed 
many other services. He has, on several occasions, been selected 
as speaker for our allied Orders and also for others. His addresses 
have, in all cases, been brilliant and edifying. 


Department Organizer, Past Department Commander, H. H. 
Hale, has given much of his valuable time, travelled many miles 
and responded to any and every call that I have made upon him 
regardless of any personal sacrifice. While it has been impossible 
to organize a new camp, he has rendered valuable service in the 
work of re-organizing and building up camps that were inactive. 
Thanks to you Harding. IT shall always remember the many 
pleasant hours I have been privileged to spend with you, ‘ 


Department Counselor, Brother James G. Wolff, has ren- 
dered valuable service. It has not been found necessary to call 
upon him for legal advice in our Department work but through 
his efforts the objectional labeling of whiskey was promptly 
stopped and a discreditable act in a local theater was discontinued 
aiter the second performance. 


: Department Publicity Secretary, Wilfred H. Libbey, has 
given prompt and efficient Service. He has ever been alert for 
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news items for the local press and for the Banner and has re- 
sponded to each and every call | have made upon him for advice 
or assistance. I deeply appreciate his splendid service. 


Department Inspector, Edward C. Webster, has served faith- 
fully. Through his persistent efforts a large percentage of the 
camps have been inspected 100%. Seems impossible so many 
camps do not give this important matter proper consideration. 


Department Instructor, Addison A, Quinn, has rendered a 
most valuable service. His method of conducting the School of 
Instructions brings out clearly the point of information required 
on each of the questions he is called upon to explain and his in- 
terpretation of the rules and regulations as laid down in the C. 
and R, and the Ritual is understandable, clearly and intelligently 
given. This office was created at our Encampment, April 1934 
and I feel that under the able direction of Brother Quinn it has 
proven to be of great benefit to our Department. Thank you, 
Addison, for your splendid service and cooperation. 

At this time, to all Department Officers, for their efforts 
in trying to restore interest in and to build up the Department, 
and for all courtesies and favors shown me,.1 extend my most 
sincere thanks. 


School of Instructions 

The School of Instructions as it has been conducted by 
Dept. Instructor Addison A. Quinn, I believe has proven to be a 
valuable factor in our Departinent work Program. Great in- 
terest has been clearly evident at each of the meetings held. A 
better knowledge of our C. and R. and Ritual, a more uniform 
method of business in camp meetings is preceptable, which, in 
my estimation, will result in having more interesting and there- 
fore better attended camp meetings. Vo be effective this work 
must be under the direction of one who has a thorough knowl- 
edge of and ability to interpret the Constitution, Regulations and 
Ritual. 


Membership 

The net loss in membership for the Department this year is 
very small and I am convinced that the year upon: which we are 
now about to enter will show a substantial net ‘gain. There are 
many camps that have shown a gain this year. A new determi- 
nation to carry on, a much greater interest in the work and 
better attended camp meetings is evident in all sections of the 
Department. From the splendid results that have been obtained 
wherever a real effort has been put forth, I am satisfied that just 
a little real work by the recruiting committees of the camps will 
place our Department where it should be with a membership of 
10,000, within the next five years. Let us show, by our-acts, that 
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the claim we make of love for our fathers is not just empty 
words. Let us back up this claim by real work. If we do this 
there is no doubt in my mind that the results will justify our 


claim of worthy heirs and successors to the Grand Army of the 
Republic. i: 


Our Department was well represented at the National En- 
campment at Rochester, New York. We had a full number of 
delegates present. Important legislation was enacted that will 
have much to do with the future of our order. Massachusetts 
once more was honored with the election of 3rother Frank L. 
Kirchgassner to the office of Commander-in-Chief; Margaret F. 
Anderson was elected National President of the Federated Patri- 
otic Societies. 


Grave Marking Committee 


M i ee Encampment April 1934 it was enacted that a Grave 
Marking Committee be appointed. I found this to be quite a 
ease task. Realizing the importance of this work and the 
magnitude ot the task before such a committee, I was aware that 
it must consist of brothers who have had some experience in such 
work if progress was to be made. 


I found many brothers whom I knew were experienced in 
the work were unable to give the time required and therefore 
would not accept appointment. I therefore did not get this com- 
mittee appointed until too late for them to do more: than to get 
organized by the end of my term. I believe the committee that 
T have appointed is a very capable one and I recommend that it 
be continued for the ensuing year. 


District Commanders 


__ The plan of dividing our department into several districts 
with the appointment of a District Commander for each, who 
will be the representative of the Department Commander in the 
camps and keep the Department promptly advised of the condi- 
tion and what is being done to get new members, I believe is of 
very great importance to the success of our order, 


I believe, however, that the method we have followed 
appointing them until now, is not the best. I have found that 
with the greatest care possible in m 


H 0 aking these appointments 
having been taken, there is 


i 5 almost sure to some camps that will 
not be satisfied and that in some cases co-operation has been 


lacking. il am convinced that the best results could be obtained if 
the district associations would, before or as soon as possible after 
Encampment, meet and choose some one who would be accept- 
able to all camps in the District. The appointinent to be made 
only by the Department Commander. 
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Lalso believe that no one should be District Commander over 
his own camp. I believe that our Department should be divided 
into about 17 districts and that there is no need of district aides 
other than the District Commanders. This would give each one 
about seven camps, which I feel is not too many to be properly 
taken care of. Too frequent attendance of the district Commander 
to any one camp is not advisable. He becomes more like a mem- 
ber than a representative of the Department Commander. I 
therefore would call this to the attention of the incoming Depart- 
ment Commander for consideration and should be pleased to 
confer with him upon the matter if he so desires. 


District Commanders do not seem to take this important 
position seriously enough; do not grasp the importance of fre- 
quent detailed reports to the Department Commander. 1 have 
received some splendid reports from some of these officers. There 
are probably several brothers here today who will be appointed 
District Commanders for the coming year. I would suggest that 
those who are appointed visit Headquarters soon after being 
appointed and study these reports and | feel sure it will greatly 
aid them in their work and give them a knowledge of their duties 
that it would take much time and experience to obtain otherwise. 

At this time I wish to thank all District Commanders and 
Aids for their splendid support and assistance during the year. 

I believe that Installation work should so far as possible be 
by the District Commanders. Many times some one, Past De- 
partment Commander or other popular brother reluctant to 
refuse when requested to install, has at much personal expense 
and sacrifice given up the greater part of November and Decem- 
ber to their work—much more than should be expected of any 
one. I suggest this be given careful consideration. 


G. A. R. Highway 


Following a suggestion made at our Encampment last April 
by W. L. Anderson, Jr., I appointed a G, A. R. Highway Com- 
mittee. This committee has made progress. I believe that such 
a Highway would be a splendid monument to the G. AJ R. As 
this work will require much time and careful consideration I 
suggest that the committee as now appointed be continued. 


District Associations 


District associations have in the past devoted their efforts 
largely toward a social program that would result in large gather- 
ings of Camp and Auxiliary members, more friendly relations and 
an opportunity to get better acquainted with the members of the 
District and thereby create greater interest and better attendance 
at Camp and Auxiliary meetings. This object has, in a large 
measure, been realized. I believe, however, that there is a field 
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for much greater activity for these associations in lending their 
assistance to the weaker camps in the Districts. This could be 
accomplished by an active, live committee appointed for this 
specific duty. I urge all camps to affiliate with your District 
Associations. 


Program and Policy 


At the Fifty-Third Annual Encampment of the Commandery- 
in-Chief at Rochester, N. Y., it was enacted that each Depart- 
ment shall have a committee on Program and Policy similar in 
scope and authority to the like committee of the Commandery-in- 
Chief. Immediately after returning from the Convention in 
Rochester, I appointed such a committee, des gnating as its 
Chairman, P.D.C. Addison A. Quinn. Following the suggestion 
of the National Committee, I urged all camps to appoint a camp 
committee on Program and Policy. This has been done in a 
few camps and I believe will prove a wise plan of procedure and 
bring valuable results. I advise that such a committee be ap- 
pointed by each camp in the Department. I urge all to read and 
give careful consideration to the report of our Department Com- 
mittee: The future of our Order will probably be largely gov- 
erned by the course that will be recommended by these com- 
mittees. Let us give this vital problem the consideration neces- 
sary to arrive at the proper solution. 


Radio Broadcast 


For the greater part of two years our Department has been 
telling over the Radio the true story of the Civil War to a great 
audience. Results that justify the continuation of these broad- 
casts are increasingly evident. New members have actually been 
initiated into our camps who were made aware of the existence 
of such an organization as the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War by having listened to our programs over the air. To 
the Committee which has so ably performed its duties, given 
much valuable time and arranged these splendid programs, I 
extend my sincere thanks and commendation. I recommend 
that these broadcasts be continued. 


Recommendations 


No. 1. That the interest money from the Permanent Fund 
be transferred to the General Fund as has been done for the past 
two years. 

No. 2. That an appropriation of $25.00 be made, which may 
be used for necessary expenses of Radio Broadcasts. 7 

No. 3. That an appropriation of $15.00 be made to cover 
the Telephone expenses of the Department Commander. It is 
not always possible for the Commander to go to Headquarters 
to use the phone and he*should*not be required to personally 
bear this expense. ‘ “a8 


[14] 


In Conclusion 


I have not been able to accomplish all that I desired to do 
but final reports show that real progress has been made. The 
great losses in membership which we have for many years been 
having has been checked. Our March Quarter shows a net gain. 
The first quarter to return a gain in ten years. Expenditures 
have been kept to a very low figure. My total expense to the 
Department this year has been $287.25; this includes the Roches- 
ter Encampment and $12.25 for telephone‘expenses. | believe that 
I may justly feel a real pride and satisfaction in the results ob- 
tained during my year as your Department Commander. 


This result has been obtained because of the earnest co- 
operation of the elected officers who have served with me and 
the splendid and efficient service rendered by the very able 
assistance of the fine set of appointive officers I was so fortunate 
as to have had this year. 

The many friends I have made, the delightful experiences 
IT have had and the many hours of delightful association with 
the Comrades of the G. A. R. and the splendid men and women 
that make up the membership of our Allied Orders will enrich 
and add much to the happiness of the remaining years of my life. 

In closing I tender to the incoming Officers my sincerest 
best wishes and support. May your year be crowned with great 
success. 


Fraternally submitted, 


RALPH L. SMITH, 
Department Commander. 
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Report of Senior Vice Department 


Commander 
Lester W. Knox, Camp 15, Springfield 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Third Annual Eencamp- 
ment: é 

Upon taking office I promised to do all in my power to build 
up the Camps in the Western part of the State. I have asked the 
members in this part of the State for their support. I have had 
many disappointments, and I have also been made happy many 
times. We have enjoyed visits from our Commander-in-Chief, 
Department Commander, Department Patriotic Instructor, De- 
partment Instructor, and several other Department Officers 
which shows the members in this part of the State that the 
Officials of our Order are interested in them. The Camps in 
Western Massachusetts have initiated several new members into 
our Order, which will help to make this a banner year, for our 
Department Officers. ee 

I wish to thank our Department Patriotic Instructor W illiam 
Anderson, Jr., for the fine illustrated lecture on the Civil War 
which he was kind enough to put on for us in Springfield, July 
26, 34. I also wish to thank Commander-in-Chief Frank 1 
Kirchgassner, Department Commander Ralph L. Smith and 
Department Instructor Addison A. Quinn for the help they have 
given to me. 

This has been a hard year for me as there has been much 
ice and snow, as I work for the City of Springfield Highway De- 
partment this has meant a lot of extra work for me, and kept 
me from making as many visits as I had planned. On the twelfth 
of December my Father was taken from me suddenly in an auto- 
mobile accident. He had been a faithful member of the Order 
for forty-nine years, he had held all of the offices of the Camp in 
Springfield, and the office of Senior Vice Department Com- 
mander. He was well known in the Department as he had been 
to many National Encampments as a Delegate, I hope I will be 
able to carry on as faithfully and long as he has done. 

I have worked hard and faithful and feel that I have the 
goodwill of all members. I have been elected to the office of 
President of the Western Massachusetts Association, and ap- 
pointed as a special aide to the Commander-in-Chief. 

In closing I wish to thank every member in the Order for 
their support and pledge my support to the Order of Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War as long as I am able. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L., 


LESTER W. KNOX, 
S. V. Dept. Comdr. 
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Report of Junior Vice Department 


Commander 
Everett M. Atwood, Camp 67, Abington 


To the Officers and Members of the Mass. Dept. Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War assembled at the 53rd Annual Encamp- 
ment at Hotel Bradford, April 9th and 10th, 1935, Greetings: 


I herewith submit my report for my year as Department 
Junior Vice Commander. 


I wish to thank you for the honor bestowed upon me a year 
ago when you elected me to this office. 


I have endeavored to fulfill my desire by attending all places 
where either asked to go by the Department Commander or in- 
vited, as well as at other times. 


While I was handicapped to a certain extent in the loss of 
my operator’s license by being involved the first night of Novem- 
ber returning from an installation and not getting it back until 
ten weeks after, my Camp Commander helped me out considerable 
by driving my car for me. 


But I have almost felt that I had not done as much for the 
order as when I was District Commander and had more definite 
duties. 


Much interest has developed in many of the Camps in South- 
eastern Massachusetts in contests in games’ this' Winter. Some 
have added new members, one in particular being worthy of 
mention, Camp 50 of Rockland, which with a young commander, 
has taken several young members. 


Camp 38 has come back but won’t stay unless watched 
sharply. Camps 10, 12 and 161 have got to be followed up as 
well as a few of the others which aren’t as bad. 


I strongly recommend for the good of our order, that while 
Camps are given until into January to install, that they be 
discouraged as much as possible from being so late, and en- 
couraged instead to install in November and to send in their 
election returns in October so that the roster can be printed and 
sent out the first of December; any late returns or changes going 
into the supplement printed after Convention with the new De- 
partment Officers. Thus giving much more needed use of the 
Roster. 
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T also recommend that some one appointed to do so, immedi- 
ately after installations, get in touch with the desk officers in par- 
ticular as well as the other and make sure that they understand 
their duties. Many are not told by their own Camp members and 
are willing and glad to know what to do. This should make a 
much more efficient inspection. 


Department Instructor or Inspector in conjunction with Dis- 
trict Commander could get good results. 


The real problem of increasing membership will always be 
with us and to combat age [some of our members are over 90 
years, my Camp has 6 over 80, one being nearly 91], depression 
and counter attractions of the present day especially when an 
eligible travels with others who are not, will always give us 
something to strive for. 


Fortunate is the locality which has a young, prominent man 
of influence, a member of our order. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


EVERETT M. ATWOOD, 


Department Junior Vice Commander. 


[18] 


Report of Department Council 
for 1934-1935 


April 9, 1935. 
To the Department Commander and Brothers assembled at the 
53rd Annual Encampment at Hotel Bradford, Boston, Mass.: 


Immediately following the installation and adjournment of 
the 52nd Encampment, the Department Council met and organ- 
ized with Harold M. Drown, Chairman, and Louis E. Winchell, 
Secretary. 


Brother George Derby declined election as chairman. 


The Surety Bonds of the following Department Officers were 
fixed as follows: 


The State Street Trust Company was approved as the De- 
pository of the General Fund of the Department. 


The donation of $33.00 from the Woman’s Relief Corps was 
placed in the B. J. Loring Fund. 


Donation of $90.00 from our Auxiliary was placed in the 
Memorial Fund. 


Donation from Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary of $2.50 
was placed in General Fund. 


The Council voted: To increase the appropriation for De- 


partment Commander's expenses to National Encampment from 
$50.00 to $75.00. 


Because of the honor coming to the Mass. Department of 
having our own P.D.C. Frank Kirchgassner elected Commander- 
in-chief, the Council provided its share towards a suitable recep- 
tion. 


The Friendly Relations Committee was provided an ap- 
propriation of $5.00 towards a present to Department-Commander 
Gay of the G. A. R. at a reception in his honor. 


The Council approved the payment of telephone expense 
incurred hy, Department Commander over a period of several 
months. 
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The facilities of the Hotel Bradford were secured for the 
°53rd Annual Encampment at no expense to the Department and 
with the compliments of the Hotel Management a suite of rooms 
for use of our Department Commander. 


The Council provides accommodations for our Commander- 
in-Chief. 
An appropriation of $10.00 was made towards the night 


before Reception at the Hotel of the Past Commanders’ and 
Past Presidents’ Association. 


The Quarterly audits have been made regularly and all 
accounts have been found correct. 


in considering the proposed budget for the coming year, the 
Council has made some changes. 


In view of the fact that the Department has been eliminated 
from the Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, it was decided to leave out two 
items from the budget that formerly were included and have 
inserted a new item, providing remuneration to the Department 
Commander for telephone service and also an item for Radio 
Broadcasting expense, considering that this is money well spent 
tor advertising. 


The proposed budget for 1935-1936 follows: 


Estimated Receipts 


‘Per Capita Tax on 5,000 members at eighty cents 
Membership fees on 150 members 
Interest on Permanent Fund 


pbotalWestiinatedsreceipts in. .nsk scm vs as «oo caine $4,380.00 


Estimated Expenditures 


Per Capita Tax on 5,000 members at thirty-six cents .. $1,800.00 


1935 EPncampmentexpenses 9) ie. seca. chaste: 100.00 
1935 Encampment Reception expense ....:......- Pits ks 25,00 
salary of Department Secretary’...............+2° ate 750.00 
Department Commander’s travelling expenses 200.00 
IPOS (ay euexpensenon grite anne: Sede MN a Mate A 8. 175.00 
Printing and Stationery Se 150.00 
IMlectriclightsras sas: 12,00 


“Mele pnouen aaa, sr Fe A alt Me iced Meee eee ie a's 75.00 


Dept..Commander’s expense at National Encampment 100.00 
Cost of Rosters 


Beane: Be cist ion Seren cane art eaay wae Aa 60.00 

neidentalsuyeemcy canny estes att hate ea alstae ese elo 40.00 

Printing proceedings of 1935 Encampment ........... 250.00 
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IEICE REDE sé. icuaniy s > oupiadeaialurate a Meta oe eee eee 525.00; 
Salary of Department Treasurer ................000 50.00: 
Wepartment Bonds... i... us nein 2 teem cere eee 15.00: 
PSU TANCE <a wcciedias se a atehethle eoibls whe Sapa Oia ee 5.00: 
Badge for Past Department Commander ............. 8.00 
Telephone Service for Department Commander ...... 15.00: 
Radio Broadcasting expense’ . .i.cwss. veh ovis suave me 25.00: 

Total estimated expenditures ................... $4,380.00: 


This Council is quite optimistic regarding the coming year 
and expects a decided increase in membership, yet we are con 
servative in our estimate. 


In conclusion we express our appreciation to our Depart 
ment-Secretary for his fine co-operation and help in carrying on 
our work. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HAROLD M. DROWN, 

GEORGE A, DERBY, 

LOUIS E. WINCHELL, Secretary, 
Department Council. 
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Report of Department Chaplain 
David L. Martin, M.D., Camp 30, Dorchester. 


To the Commander, Officers and Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Department S. U. V. C. W. Fifty-Third Encampment: 


The following is the report of your Department Chaplain for 
the year just closing: 


Number of Camps in good standing ..............00.005 125 
Numbemon Campssintthis report aie ons visiaa so + oieiecwsew 6 5 101 
Number of Brothers in good standing .............-.005 4,147 
Number attending Memorial Sunday Services ........... 1,324 
Number participating in Memorial Day Exercises ....... 2,440 
Number of Camps furnishing [or securing] Firing Squads 45 


Number of Addresses delivered by Sons of Union Veterans 182 
Number of Cemeteries Covered by Sons of Union Veterans 760 
Number of Flags placed on graves of Civil War Veterans. 48,718 


Number of Flags placed on graves of Other Veterans .... 3,541 
Total Number of lags placed on@raves: . i 5. ctiewsaatoces 52,259 
Number of Markers placed on graves of Civil War Veter- 

ERIS. o's o:con oN vc Ae ah OMe eo ne Oe ee 3,903 
Number of graves of Civil War Veterans given special at- 

LOHUION GE Mae niititen casos PhS ea a8 a digs 219 
Number of Government Stones furnished ..........-+.-- 2 
Number of Deaths in Camp Membership during the year . 64 
Number of Funerals Attended or Conducted ........-... 144 


A—Civil War Veterans, 89; B—Camp Members, 64; 
C—Members of Allied Organizations, 17. 
Number of Camps Observing Union Defenders’ Day ..... 49 

I desire to thank one and all for the splendid co-operation 
we have had throughout the year. It has been my pleasure on 
three Occasions to represent you upon the air. I have spoken 
several times during the year at different camps and have been 
received with all the honors due to my high office. 

I have but one recommendation to offer as your Chaplain: 
you have no finer piece of Ritual than our service for the dead. 
I would urge every Camp to become just as familiar with that 
part of your duty as any other. Here we have opportunity to 
show to the world just what we stand for. Again thanking you 
for your interest in one of the Greatest Organizations in the 
* world—The Grand Army of the Republic. 


DAVID L. MARTIN, M.D., 
Department Chaplain. 
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Report of Department Secretary 
Leon H. Palmer, Camp 79, Melrose 


No Camps Gained or Lost. 
MEMBERSHIP 


Members in good standing March 31, 1934 5153 
Gains 
Initiated Transfer Re-in. Total 
June Quarter 37 5 15 po! 
Sept. Quarter 28 ra 35 
Dec. Quarter 21 a 19 42 
Mar. to April 6 70 2 Wf 89 221 
5374 
Losses 
Death Hon. Dis. Trans. Dropped Total 
June Quarter 17 10 1 69 97 
Sept. Quarter 25 8 103 136 
Dec. Quarter 29 7 3 80 119 
Mar. to April 6 16 15 56 87 439 
Members in good standing March 31 quarter to April 6 4935 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
1934 Encampment Balance $1,228.52 
Receipts 
Per Capita Tax 3,865.10 
Membership Fees 157,00 
Department Auxiliary Donation 90.00 
Department W. R. C. Donation 33.00 
Department V. F. W. Auxiliary Donation 2.50 
Withdrawn from G, A. R. Fund 500.00 
Supplies 266.99 
For Premiums on Camp Officers’ Bonds 47.50 
Donations for Gov. John A. Andrew Home 58.70 
Interest on Liberty Bond, Permanent Fund 21.25 
Interest on Permanent Fund in Banks 242.02 
Sale of Flag surrendered by Camp 160 35.00 
Sale of New Charter Blank 50 
Sale of Benefit Tickets 53.65 
Total 5373-21 
6,601.73 
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Expenditures 

Per Capita Tax 1.819.03 
Transfer to Benj. J. Loring Fund 33.00 
For Supplies 268.24 
Premiums on Dept. Officers’ Bonds 15.00 
Premiums on Camp Officers’ Bonds 52.50 
Printing 1934 Encampment Proceedings 258.25 
Stenographer, Encampment 68.25 
For Organization Work 12.00 
Office Rent 504.96 
Light and Tax 0/3 
Salary of Secretary 750.00 
Salary of Treasurer 50.00 
Telephone 77.79 
Postage 155.17 
Printing 108.17 
Reception and Ball 38.74 
Balance 1934 Reception 1.81 
Expense Dept. Com. to National Encamp. 75.00 
Traveling, Department Commander 200.00 
Rosters 52.00 
Stationery 54.40 
woueticn to G. A. R. Department 500.00 

ept. Encampment Badges . 12.50 
Dept. Commander’s Badge 8.00 
Gov. J. A. Andrew Home Donations Bal. 70.18 
Radio Expense 6.50 
Insurance Premium on Office Furniture 5.00 
Commander's Telephone Expense 12.25 
Department Instructor’s Expense 43.15 
Reception to C.-in-C, 102.46 
Peete) Home Day Expense 35.00 
Be Joseph B. Maccabe, Soldiers’ Home 76,00 

tiendly Relations Com. Deficit 6.75 
Printing Benefit Tickets 33.95 
Miscellaneous 33.24 


Total 
1935 Encampment Balance 


- SUPPL 
On hand March 31, 1935 hem 


Sale of Supplies 

Purchase of Supplies 

On hand March 31, 1934 pee 
Profit 
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625.60 


11.84 


BENJAMIN J. LORING FUND 


Home Savings Bank, 
Book No. 258021. 


Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 896.15 
Interest 43.56 
Deposit 33.00 
Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 
PERMANENT FUND 
Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 9,148.38 
Interest 279.59 
9,427.97 
Withdrawal 242.02 
Account in Detail 
Melrose Savings Bank, 
Book No. 23351. 
Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 1,791.14 
Interest 62.14 
1,853.28 
Withdrawal 62.39 
Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 1,790.89 
Hudson Savings Bank, 
Book No. 38537. 
Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 3,126.19 
Interest 93.66 
3,219.85 
Withdrawal 54.79 
Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 3,165.06 
Charlestown Five Cents Savings Bank, 
Book No. 94964. 
Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 2,172.18 
Interest 76.69 
: 2,248.87 
Withdrawal 77.33 
Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 2,171.54 
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972,71 


Boston Penny Savings Bank, 
Book No. 101764. 


Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 1,558.87 
Interest 47.10 
1,605.97 
Withdrawal 47.51 

’ Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 


First Liberty Loan Bond, No. 16696, Par 


G. A. R. FUND 
Amount on hand 1934 Encampment 2,294.59 
Interest 69.50 
\ 2,364.50 
Withdrawal 500.00 


Amount on hand 1935 Encampment 


Account in Detail 


East Boston Savings Bank, 
Book No. 70856 


Balance on hand 1934 Ecampment 1,431.06 
Interest 47.90 
‘ 1,478.96 
Withdrawal 150.00 
Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 
Worcester North Savings Inst., 
Book No. 54498. 
Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 118.61 
Interest 6.95 
Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 
Fitchburg Savings Bank, 
Book No, 56919. 
Balance on hand 1934 Encampment 744,92 
Interest 14.65 
759.57 
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1,558.46 


500.00 


1,328.96 


125.56 


== 9.18505 


1,864.09 


Withdrawal 350.00 


409.57 
——— 1,864.09 


Balance on hand 1935 Encampment 


Respectfully submitted, 
LEON H. PALMER, 
Department Secretary. 


Report of Department Treasurer 
Fred E. Bolton, Camp 46, Roxbury 


Amount on hand 1934 Encampment $1,228.52 
Received during balance March quarter $ 32015 
Received during June quarter 890.10 
Received during September quarter 1,591.84 
1,522.58 


Received during December quarter 


Received during March 1935 quarter to April6 1,062.77 5,387.44 


Total 6,615.96 
Disbursed during balance March 1934 quarter 850.24 
Disbursed during June quarter 960.80 
Disbursed during September quarter 1,571.90 
Disbursed during December quarter 1,598.10 


Disbursed during March 1935 quarter to April 6 582.21 5,563.25 


Balance 1935 Encampment 1,052.71 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRED E. BOLTON, 
Department Treasurer. 
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Report of Department Counselor 
James G, Wolff, Camp 89, Brighton 


To Ralph L. Smith, Department Commander of the Department 


of Massachusetts, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. * 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


This De 


partment has enjoyed unbroken harmony during the 
last twelve h ; 2 


months, and there have been no disputes or disagree- 


m sufficient i : ; 
; ents of sufficient Importance to be brought to the attention of 
your Counselor, 


ae eas of the most important activities of the Department has 
a n the weekly radio broadcasts, and T am pleased to state that 
have been included on the program as a speaker. 


“46 pee aiter my appointment my attention was called 

Army ee, a bottle stores of liquor labeled “Grand 

Heices oe ee Whiskey”. Tam glad to state that after a hearing 

Seetnaa - ae Into: cating Beverages Commission, in co- 
ane ee Department Commander Gay of the G. A. R, 

tary Ween i NSE hada Bishop, and our Department Secre- 

wasiorder ts, valmer, the manufacturer of the offending beverage 
S order to withdraw the brand from the market. 


una neat information received I visited one of Boston’s 
revolting hese ers where there was a low comedy act of a most 
ie Avatars which the characters were supposed to repre- 
assistance a # incoln and General Grant. Again with the 
Waskmadels, i woe persons as in the previous case a protest 
stricken from a 1 an Censor, who ordered the offending act 
proval of De he bill. These activities were both with the ap- 
partment Commander Smith. 


In closi ; 3 
express age my report as Department Counselor I. desire to 
ist? auorece Y appreciation of the honor and confidence shown me 
Y your appointment. 

Yours in I-., C. and L., 


JAMES G. WOLFF, 
Department Counselor. 
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Report of Department Patriotic 
Instructor 
William L. Anderson, Jr., Camp 79, Melrose 


To the Department Commander and Members of the Fifty-Third 
Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Department Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


I wish to thank first the Department Commander for the 
privilege of serving my Organization in the capacity of Patriotic 
Instructor. Throughout the year I have tried to carry out his 
wish of increased patriotic work. In my visitations throughout 
the Department I have stressed the necessity for increased care 
and a consciousness of the careless disposition of a large mass 
of our citizens for the gift for which our fathers suffered and 
died. ‘We have partly fulfilled our obligations to the soldiers 
of the Civil War by making the twilight years of their lives as 
happy and content as possible. Their Gift, the Flag of the United 
States of America and the Constitution which it represents, has, 
however, been permitted to be eaten by the germs of un-American 
propaganda, and activities tending to create unrest among the 
American people have been permitted almost without control 
or fear of the tragic lessons taught by history. It has been my 
duty, therefore, to involve myself in as much patriotic work as 
possible in carrying out the idea of protecting America TODAY 
as our fathers did in ’61 to ’65, 


One of my first problems came as the result of considerable 
publicity concerning the Lynn School Committee’s desire to do 
away with the salute to the Flag in the schools of Lynn. Upon 
investigation I found that the newspaper reports were not cor- 
rect. The committee, during one of its sessions, expressed vari- 
ous views on making the words of the salute to the flag more 
impressive to the student mind. One suggestion was to decrease, 
the repetition to once-a week in the classrooms of the older 
students. There was no intent to do away with the flag salute 
but only a desire to make it more impressive and I have a letter 
in my files to that affect. 


On Sept. 23, 1934, the Boston City Council passed a reso- 
lution requesting the Mayor of Boston to demand from all organ- 
izations holding public meetings that they display the American 
flag. I communicated with his honor the Mayor to the effect 
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that the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War were in favor 
of such a rule. I received an answer stating that if such a rule 
could be put into effect he would see to it that the Council's 
wish was carried out. 

In the latter part of February, I received information that 
in the towns of Barre, Hardwick and Petersham, the pledge of 
allegiance was not given. Investigation proved this report to be 
untrue. Charles A. Rush, Esq., the superintendent of the schools 


in Barre, wrote to me and informed me of the system of teaching” 


patriotism and showed a desire to accept any changes that our 
Organization might suggest, but no change was necessary. 

I sent out two letters during the year, one to the Camp Patri- 
otic Instructors and one to the District Commanders concerning 
the membership drive. 

This year the Department Commander requested the Depart- 
ment Patriotic Instructor to assist him in his relationship with 
the District Commanders, This I have tried to do but the 
relationship being new and the responsibilities indefinite, the 
results were not as great as they will be if this precedent is 
established. I feel that a great deal can be accomplished if this 
idea is continued. I attended many District meetings and was 
impressed by the activity shown. District organization should be 
given a great deal of consideration. A strong District unit can 
do a great amount of patriotic work and obtain publicity and 
Prestige that we could not otherwise obtain. 

I know the Committee on the naming of a highway for the 
Grand Army of the Republic will forgive me for mentioning 
this, but having brought the idea before the 52nd Annual En- 
campment and having worked with the Committee I desire to 
Teport that the project is favorable and I believe that we shall, 
soon have a Grand Army of the Republic Highway. I have sug- 
gested the idea to the Rhode Island Federated Patriotic Society 
and they are making plans to accomplish the same end. 

There are two bills before the legislature demanding that the- 
teachers take an oath of allegiance to the Flag of our Country 
and what it represents. Your Organization was represented 
before the legislative committee on Education and voiced its 
favor. We hope to join the organizations affiliated with the 
G. A. R. some time during the Convention, obtain the vote of 
the several Orders and appear before the legislative committee 
in favor of these important bills. . 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF 
PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS 


, Schools 
1. Public Schools in Department .... 1099: 
2. Flags displayed outside 


feNe 


NOU WN 


Flags displayed in halls or schoolrooms 


Using pledge of allegiance ............-455 , 1004 
Memorial day programs ....0.0 200s. .0.t6 es 946 
Patriotic programs ............ sees 256 
Flags presented by Camps or individuals 45 
Pupils participating in Memorial Day ...... 59,971 
Schools visited by Patriotic Instructor.or others 271 
Those having Lincoln's Gettysburg Address .. 281 
Do State laws require display of flags ... wes 
Do State laws require pledge of allegiance ........-. No 
Churches 
Churches in Department .......:5.6.00pa ee Cah 1081 
Niittiber displaying: fags... eects en ee eens 708 
Mia Sipresented -ais.ccas 2 oie seis Bayle ere ee ee 498 
Churches visited by Patriotic Instructor ............ 5) 
General 

Rrosrams for G: Ac Ra... scons. saree tees eee ee 94 
Prizes given for patriotic contests ................. 

Number, Of. cONtEStS aa.c cn seman genie ce ete aie oe 36 
Public patrioti¢ Programs si is4.ss0%h ¢ Joga eee 72 
Monuments or tablets for Civil War Veterans ...... 1605 
New mémorials during year 2... <n . oss week 3 
Money spent for patriotic instruction ............. $457.05 


Respectfully submitted, 


W.L. ANDERSON, JR.. 
Department Patriotic Instructor. 
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Report of Department Organizer 
H. Harding Hale, Camp 5, Hudson 


Commander and Members of the 53rd Encampment: 


Your Organizer, after a study of the field and present day 
conditions and a realization that several administrations preced- 
ing this had failed to produce a single Camp, decided to con- 


centrate organization efforts on the one community that offered — 


the best prospects—Quincy. 


The situation was approached with unusual thoughtfulness. 
The Commander of the Quincy Post, G. A. R., was consulted 
from start to finish mindful as I was that a Camp could be formed 
only if there was a desire by the fathers for such service. Com- 
mander Bishop repeatedly expressed that desire and so a canvass 
among Quincy eligibles was made. 


Twenty-five trips to Quincy to solicit signatures to a Camp 
charter application, that consumed nearly one hundred hours of 
your Organizer’s time, and numerous telephone calls, were in- 
cluded in the canvass. On several evenings during the earlier 
months I had Assistant Organizer Roy Call as a co-worker. Dur- 
ing the past month Department Commander Smith has lent his 
Personal assistance and his automobile to the cause. 7 


Commander Bishop thought twenty-five charter signatures 
would be enough. We exceeded that number by four. 


_ Two preliminary meetings were held without expense [the 
entire cash outlay on this campaign did not exceed ten dollars]. 
At the second meeting, held only three days ago, it was unani- 
mously voted to proceed to form a Quincy Camp upon the col- 
lection of a stated amount from each of twenty-five applicants 
and a Quincy man was.then authorized to make the collections. 
He immediately began this work. 


That is the result of a most difficult and delicate campaign 
wholeheartedly waged to back up Department Commander Smith 
in his efforts to turn the membership tide. 


Respectfully submitted, 


H. HARDING HALE, 
Department Organizer. 
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Report of Department Inspector 
Edward C. Webster, Camp 89, Brighton 


To the Officers and Commanders of the 53rd Encampment of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


The Inspections this year have been conducted as in previ- 
ous years with about the average number of Camps holding In- 
spection. 


These Inspections were made possible by the assistance of 
the District Commanders and their Aides. To those Brothers I 
extend sincere thanks for their help. 


In my tour of Inspections I have felt that the Inspections are 
doing much good, and in the Camps I have visited, find that there 
is considerable reason for encouragement especially so in the 
outlying districts. Recommend to the incoming officers that the 
District Commanders be increased to not less than fifteen with 
a maximum of twenty, and that the Inspections start in January 
so that all Inspections can be finished by the first of April. 


The Department is to be congratulated on the character of 
its District Commanders and their Aides. They are the cabinet 
which represents: the Department Commander in the various 
districts of the State and should be given every assistance and 
encouragement to help them build up the character of all Camps 
under their jurisdiction. 


Again I desire to thank the District Commanders and their 
Aides for their efficient work. 

The ratings of the Camps are as follows: 

‘Total Camps reporting: 107. 


Camps receiving 100% : 4, 5, 20, 25, 30, 44, 48, 60, 74, 79, 107, 
114, 116. 

Camps receiving 99% :9, 14, 15, 35, 61, 65, 67, 69, 115, 125, 
127,150: 


Camps receiving 98% : 26, 50, 90, 101, 130. 

Camps receiving 97% : 11, 37, 80, 81, 88, 89, 118, 134. 
Camps receiving 96% : 2, 6, 55, 76, 92, 93. 

Camps receiving 95% : 3, 53, 86. 


Camps receiving from 90 to 94% : 56, 85, 16, 57, 78, 109, 62, 
66, 34, 1, 13, 46, 147. 
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Camps receiving from 80 to 89% : 7, 148, 22, 40, 104, 83, 17, 
24; 120; 142; 21, 68, 87, 28, 29, 144, 145, 117, 72, 100, 103) 
112, 124, 146. 
Camps receiving from 70 to 79% : 52, 97, 99, 105, 141, 143, 32, 
122, 136, 102, 47, 84, 108. 
Camps receiving from 60 to 69% : 63, 58, 49, 54, 121. 
Camps receiving from 50 to 59% : 77, 31. 
Camps receiving below 50% : 59. 
Camps showing no Inspection: 12, 33, 36, 38, 39, 41, 43, 45, 
71, 82, 94, 111, 129, 132, 137, 149, 161. 
Yours in F., C. and L., 
EDWARD C. WEBSTER, 
Department Inspector. 


Report of Department Publicity Secretary 
Wilfred H. Libbey, Camp 127, Westboro 


To Department Commander Ralph L. Smith and the members 
of the 53rd Encampment of the Massachusetts Department of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 

I am pleased to report that there has seemed to be an in- 
creased interest among the various Camps in forwarding news 
items for the Banner and also for the Military Column of the 
Globe. I have had very cordial relations with Mr. Noble, the 
Globe editor, and we have had items for that paper nearly every 
week. 

_ _ Material for this column should be in the hands of the Pub- 
licity Secretary by Monday before the Sunday it is to be pub- 
lished. Such items must be about coming events. 

T have received material for the Banner from a good many 
Camps but many more should make use of this opportunity to 
mcrease the interest in the work of the order and to aid the other 
Camps by suggestions of methods of work, etc. 

T hava had very pleasant relations with Brother Holbrook, 
the publisher of the Banner. 

I regret that the Veteran Press Correspondent of Camp 4 
Plymouth, Brother Shaw, has had to spend much time lately 
in the hospital. I hope his health may soon be improved. 

My relations with you, Commander, have been very pleasant 
and I hope our work together may have been of use to the order. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILFRED H. LIBBEY. 
Department Publicity Secretary. 
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Report of Department Camp Instructor 


Addison A. Quinn, Camp 81, Chelsea. 


To the Officers and Members of the 53rd Encampment of the 
Massachusetts Department of the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War: 

One year ago Section + was written into Article + of the By- 
Laws of this Department creating the office of Department Camp 
Instructor. Department Commander Ralph L. Smith saw fit 
to favor me with this appointment thereby giving me the oppor- 
tunity of again serving you as a Department Officer in what, it 
seems, has proven to bq one of the most needed officers in the 
Department. The office was created that Camp Officers might 
be instructed in the correct procedure of Camp business, proper 
rendition of our ritual at initiations and such other instruction 
that might aid our membership in a better understanding of the 
Constitution, Rules and Regulations of our Order. 


After due consideration as to a program that would be of 
most benefit to the Camps and that also would bring results I 
decided on having a series of Schools of Instruction covering the 
entire State. Careful study was made of Inspection Blanks turned 
in during the term of Department Commander William O. Fuller 
and it was forcibly brought to the attention of the Officers attend- 
ing these Schools just where Camps fell down on Inspections 
held last year thereby aiding Camps in avoiding further errors 
along the same lines this year. 


A distance of 783 miles was covered and Schools of Instruc- 
tion were held as follows: September 29, Pittsfield; October 13, 
Florence; December 10, Worcester; February: 23, Taunton; 
March 22, Brighton; March 23, Brockton. I regret the fact that 
no schools were held in District’s 3, 5 and 6, I endeavored to 
arrange a meeting for District 3 with the help of District Com- 
mander Russell C. Trask, but for some reason a date and place 
could not be decided upon and after much time had been wasted, 
Brother Trask was taken critically ill and it was necessary to go 
ahead with the work in other Districts. Time did not permit 
arranging schools in Districts 5 and 6 and I recommend that my 
successor give preference to the.Camps in these three Districts 
in arranging his work for the coming term. 
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At each of these schools held, instruction was given as to 
what books, forms, etc., are absolutely necessary for the proper 
conduct of Camp business as well as the correct manner of 
keeping-same. May I say here that I feel deeply indebted to 
Past Commander George W. Kimball of Camp 81, Chelsea, who 
so kindly attended these meetings with me and exhibited a com- 
plete set of books, properly kept, for examination, These books 
were of great assistance to these meetings and I take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking him for so freely giving of his time. Questions 
were constantly in order and I can assure you there were many, 
I endeavored to answer same correctly to the best of my knowl- 
edge and to the entire satisfaction of all present. Camp meetings 
were opened and closed in form and also the initiatory work 
[long form] was exemplified at each school by Officers picked 
from those present. 


These schools of instruction were very well attended and 
much interest was manifest by the questions asked regarding 
the work of our Ritual. Roll call at these meetings recorded 40 
Camps represented, 35 Commanders, 171 Officers and several 
members attending. It is to be regretted that there were 39 other 
Camps receiving notice of these meetings that had no representa- 
tive present. This apparent lack of interest is hurting our prog- 
ress in the right direction and without question is one of the 
chief reasons that we are losing members instead of gaining. 
Department Commander Ralph L. Smith attended all of the 
meetings and gave an inspiring talk on each occasion, Our Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Frank L. Kirchgassner, also attended all but 
two of the Schools and brought a splendid message of the value 
of service. Our Department Secretary accompanied me also on 
several visits and spoke to the brothers requesting co-operation 
with Department Headquarters. Many other Department Of 
ficers attended the meetings and all have agreed that the time 
spent was well worth while and felt that much good had been 
accomplished. District Commanders where these schools were 
held were loud in their praise of same and voiced their senti- 
ments to the effect that these meetings would fill a long-felt 
want in our Department. The Officers attending were enthusi- 
astic and many expressed themselves, after the meetings, as 
considering the time well spent. Two members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, one being Past S. V. Commander-in-Chief 
Lincoln forcibly expressed their opinion that in these schools of 
instruction had been started something that eventually would 
mean a great deal to our Order and both stated that it was 
unfortunate that they were not put into operation years ago. 


One Hundred Dollars was appropriated, at our last encamp- 
ment, for the expenses of this office. Of this amount $43.15 has 
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been used for traveling expenses and for light and heat of a hall 
for one of our meetings that could not be procured otherwise, 
leaving a balance of $56.85. To those Camps that furnished their 
quarters for the meetings I extend my sincere thanks as well as 
that of the Department for the courtesy extended. 


I cannot help but feel that all Camps represented at these 
schools must have benefited considerably and are in a position 
to do better work. Brothers, my task has been a hard, but to 
my mind, an important one. I have enjoyed sincerely the privil- 
ege of again working with you as a Department Officer and 
trust I have been able to render a real service to our Organ- 
ization. Everywhere we met the brothers were friendly, courte- 
ous, kind, and interested in building up our Order and I can 
assure you all that I appreciate greatly the cooperation afforded 
me in every District visited. 


The Department Inspection Blank states under the heading 
BOOKS that 11 are required for the proper keeping of records. 
I find many Camps have been functioning for years without this 
complete set of BOOKS and lose marks each year accordingly. 
Either these BOOKS are absolutely necessary and should be 
compulsory or they are not necessary and should be either com- 
bined or abolished. Most of our Camp’s funds are low and every 
dollar counts. They should not be burdened with unnecessary 
equipment. I do not want to go on record as stating that the 
BOOKS mentioned are not all necessary but I do feel that the 
Department owes it to the Camps under its jurisdiction to make 
a careful investigation of the BOOKS required and our present 
method of keeping records with a point in view of cutting down 
on equipment and simplifying our present system. I recom- 
mend a committee of three be appointed for this purpose and 
report at our next encampment as to their findings. May I be 
so bold as to suggest the following committee providing they 
will serve: P.D.C. Harry F. Weiler, Past S.V. C.-in-C, William 
L. Anderson and our Department Secretary, Leon H. Palmer. 


It has been proven conclusively at schools of instruction held 
that there are many discrepancies in our present Ritual and there 
are parts that are not in harmony with our Constitution. I feel it 
is up to Massachusetts to start the ball rolling to put our Ritual 
in proper shape and I recommend that a committee of three or 
more if advisable be appointed to make an exhaustive study of 
our present Ritual in conjunction with our Constitution and pre- 
sent their report at our next encampment. 


The workings of our Order must be so regulated by our 
Department’ that there can only be one answer to any question 
and not left open to debate. An Instructor, to be effective, must 
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have facts upon which he can base his decisions. The above 
recommendations having been taken care of I feel certain we will 


have gone a long way towards strengthening our Camps and 
Organization. 


Department Commander Smith, I thank you for the oppor- 
tunity of again serving this Department and pledge my con- 
tinued support in any direction it may be required for the good 
of the Organization and the Grand Army of the Republic. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ADDISON A. QUINN, 
Department Camp Instructor. 
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Report of Committee on Officers’ Reports 


To the Fifty-Third annual Encampment: 


Your Committee on Officers’ Reports has carefully gone 
through the long list submitted and is greatly pleased to say 
that the result of reading them shows that the Department ap- 
pears to be in good condition, the.work of the past year meas- 
uring up favorably with that of other seasons, and, considering 
the conditions, fully up to what might be expected for 1934-5. 
All officers and several special committees presented reports, 
usually adequate and all showing real devotion to the service 
of the Order. The Committee requests, for thé sake of its suc- 
cessor, that all Reports be typewritten, that the title of the 
office reported appear plainly at the top of the first page, and 
that the different leaves of a single report be properly paged. 
We wish that every member of the Order could be acquainted 
with the content of these Reports and so realize to what extent 
the Department is carrying on its work. While we realize that 
it is impracticable to have all reports read in Encampment, and 
that if they were, the long lists of statistics would fail to regis- 
ter their true import, yet a special study of each report [alas, 
long delayed in reaching members in printed form] would reveal 
many inspiring facts. How many of you, for instance, know that 
nearly 50,000 flags are placed by our members each year on the 
graves of Union soldiers, or that there are in this Department 
1,605 monuments or tablets commemorating the Civil War? Or, 
how many have any idea as to the balance in our Department 
treasury [$1,052.71]; or that the G. A. R. Fund is now reduced 
to $1,864.09? 


The Report of the Department Commander certainly reveals 
a year of strenuous and praiseworthy endeavor in behalf of our 
Order, the loss in membership having been kept close to the 
200 mark. We sincerely trust that his optimism in regard to a 
net gain next year will be fully justified. The Commander of- 
fers several suggestions, not precisely in the form of recom- 
mendations, all of which we suggest his successor study care- 
fully, in regard to various appointments and activities. Whether 
the idea that the work of Installations should be done largely 
by District Commanders would be satisfactory to Camps which 
are in the habit of asking some favorite Brother to perform 
this service, may be open to discussion. Just as it is the custom 
for the incoming Department Commander to choose his install- 
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ing officer, so it seems to us the incoming Camp Commander 
should be consulted as to choice for the Brother to install him. 
We would emphasize all that the Commander says about our 
radio broadcast, and feel that the Brothers who have been re- 
sponsible principally for the success of this activity, Chairman 
Theodore C. Lentz and H. Harding Hale, should especially be 
commended. In the Commander’s Report we find five definite 
recommendations, in each of which we concur: 


I IAS That assistance to the Grand Army “be continued in 
: sum ee ne with the best interests of both Departments”, 
emembering that the G. A. R. Fund is now but $1,864. 


B. That the G. A. R. Highway C ittee, as 
pointed, Be Contiiued, lees ighway Committee, as now ap- 


C. That the interest money from the Permanent Fund be 


transferred to the G 
eneral F @ = : 
two years. neral Fund as has been done for the past 


D. That an appropriation of $25.00 be made, which may 


beu : : 
sed for necessary expenses of radio broadcasts. 


ad F That an appropriation of $15.00 be made to cover the 
Phone expenses of the Department Commander. 


a) i F : 

Beas Vice Commander’s Report shows a year of un- 

iat ee €votion to our cause, under trying circumstances at 
» but characterized by hard and faithful service. 


eae Report of the Junior Vice Commander shows great in- 
Bees ees work and particular attention to improving install- 
Fase uF aes two recommendations which appear to us to be 
ae es eee but not calling for action by this Encampment. 
inahe Rit: amps be encouraged to hold their installations early 
allotted period, and the other that some one be appointed 


by Camps i 4 
amps immediately after installati : 5 
as to their duties, y er installationd to coach desk officers 


ter, Fra ccretaty’s Report contains an array of statistical mat- 

charectenPenen laid out with that care and precision which 

Tike e uae hat officer’s painstaking and faithful service. It 
sures, and figures don’t lie, so we can pick no flaws. 


The Report of the Treasurer briefly but plainly sets forth 


our financial standing, and as we are but about $175.00 behind 


the balance of | 

a ast year, we know that our financial i 

on a inte c v 
been in safe hands. iiees 


The Department Council, well organized and evidently a 


ey body, offers a complete report, the only debatable 
m being that ever-troublesome budget. On the whole we think 


[ 40 ] 


they have the figures about right, but because of anticipating 
that the Soldiers’ Home Committee would be abolished, did not 
allow for the usual annual expenditure of $35.00 for the Memorial 
exercises there. We therefore recommend: 


F. That an item of $35.00 be added to the budget for the 
use of the Soldiers’ Home Committee for the Sunday Memorial 
service which it was the sense of the Encampment should be 
continued this year. 


Chaplain Martin is to be congratulated upon presenting so 
complete a statistical resume of the work of his department. He 
offers arecommendation which we approve as a suggestion, that 
every Camp become just as familiar with that part of the Ritual 
relating to the burial of the dead as with the other parts. 


The Counselor’s Report is noteworthy for two outstanding 
accomplishments which should be known to this Encampment— 
stopping the putting out of liquor labeled “Grand Army Straight 
Whiskey”, and stopping the production in a Boston burlesque 
show of a low comedy act of most revolting nature where the 
characters were supposed to represent Abraham Lincoln and 
General Grant. More power to such officers as Counselor James 
G. Wolff. 


The Patriotic Instructor filled his office with an eagle eye 
which brought out facts in schools and elsewhere that needed 
to be uncovered, judging by his definite and satisfying report. 
His statistical resume is a marvel in completeness. 


The Organizer evidently put in much hard work in trying 
to establish a new Camp, the prospects being favorable that as 
a result of his efforts last year at least one new unit will soon be 
added to our fellowship. 


The Publicity Secretary reports cordial relations with the 
military editor of the “Boston Globe” in the columns of which 
our news appears as well as in the “Banner”. Brother Libbey 
points out that many Camps still fail to make use of the oppor- 
tunity for publicity, especially in the “Banner”. 


The report of Inspector Webster appears very complete, 
showing 13 Camps with 100%; 12 with 99%; five with 98% ; 
eight with 97% ; six with 96% ; three with 95%, and 13 with from 
90 to 94%, while 18 showed no inspection. 


Department Camp Instructor Quinn offers a long and com- 
prehensive report, showing unusual activity as would be ex- 
pected in any office that distinguished Brother might accept. 
Six schools of instruction, in widely separated parts of the state, 
were held, involving 783 miles of travel. Only $43 of the $100 
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appropriated were used to cover expenses. The Instructor rec- 
ommends a change in the Ritual which we have referred to the 


Committee on Ritual and Ceremonies, and also recommends, with 
our approval, 


G. That the Encampment appoint a Committee consisting 
of Brothers Weiler, Anderson, Sr., and Palmer, to investigate 
as to what recommendation they would make to reduce the pres- 
sent number of eleven Camp books containing the records, ete, 
in the interest of economy of time, space and money. 


‘ Reports of special committees, all satisfactorily carrying out 
their intent, came from Brother Quinn for Program and Policy; 
Dr. Homan for the Reception to the Commander-in-Chief ; Wil- 
liam H. Johnson for the Gov. John A. Andrew Home; Louis E. 
Winchell for the Friendly Relations; and H. Harding Hale for the 
Radio broadcasts; in addition to reports from District Command- 
ers Bradlee, Boutwell, Crawford and Sweet, the last named being 
a model for completeness and showing unusual activity and in- 
terest. These contain no recommendations except that of District 
Commander Sweet which is that a new District Commander be ap- 
Pointed each year [none holding over], and this we respectfully 
refer to the incoming Department Commander. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GUY RICHARDSON, Chairman, 
CHESTER A. WHITE, 

ELIAS R. SWEET, 

WILLIAM T. TISDALE, 


Committee on Officers’ Reports, 
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Report of Radio Committee 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Third Annual Con- 
vention: 


Weare pleased to submit the following report: 


Another year of broadcasting activity is nearing its close 
with a considerable degree of success. , 


With the exception of twq broadcasts, and an intermission 
of ten days from September 17 to 27, 1934, when we transferred 
our broadcasts from WHDH to WAAB, your Committee has 
been on the air continuously from February 12, 1934, to the 
present time. 


Realizing that the National Radio Commission would cur- 
tail the time of Station WHDH as the year progressed, which 
would have discontinued our broadcasts as it did in 1933, your 
Committee took steps to prevent a recurrence of this condition, 
and after much hard work, and several conferences with the 
officials of Station WNAC [who, by the way, never heard of our 
Organization], it was finally decided to allow trial broadcasts 
over Station WAAB, with no guarantee whatsoever as to when 
they might cease. This trial broadcast over Station WAAB took 
place on Monday evening, September 27, 1934. 


During the broadcasting: period over Station WHDH, each 
member’ of the Committee took his turn providing a weekly 
program, and judging from the comments of radio listeners and 
station critics, the programs were very acceptable. But after the 


broadcasts were continued over Station WAAB, an entirely 


different situation arose, which made it necessary to use the 
same musical unit for each program. This was very disappoint- 
ing to the Committee, as it was our hope and intention to give 
the various Camps in the Department an opportunity to put on 
programs. Shortly after the broadcasts started over Station 
WAAB, Manager Harlow, of the station, decided that he would 
only accept an ERA Unit to provide the music. Through the 
efforts of Committee member H. Harding Hale, ERA Adminis- 
trator Joseph Carney agreed to provide an ERA Chorus of one 
hundred voices, which was a weekly feature until recently, when 
broadcasting time had to be changed, and an ERA Orchestra suc- 
ceeded the Chorus. Both these Units provided excellent musical 
programs. 
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With the musical problem settled, the actual work of the 
Committee resolved itself into securing speakers. It was decided 
to assign this task to H. Harding Hale, as he was best equipped 
for this particular feature, and had a dowatown office to meet 
the demands of the situation. The broadcasting station required 


that the names of speakers should be handed in at least two weeks 
in advance. 


Committee Members W. L. Anderson, Frank L. Kirchgass- 
ner and Addison, A. Quinn provided excellent programs during 
the broadcasting period over Station WH DH, and did everything 


in their power to assist in securing speakers during the broad- 
casts over Station WAAB. 


Just how much good these broadcasts have done, or how con- 
structive they have been, is problematical. With a hookup of from 
four to twelve stations on WAAB, it is obvious that thousands 
have listened in, and must know more concerning our Order than 
if the broadcasts had not taken place. Some new members were 
Secured for which the broadcasts are directly responsible, and 
some inquiries were received at headquarters relative to records 
of Civil War Veterans, etc. Responses from members of the Order 
Were few, despite the many requests from the Committee for 
comments and suggestions from the Brothers as to their verdict 
on these Programs. We hope, however, that the programs were 
enjoyed by those who listened in. 


Newspaper publicity has been steadily sought. Every week 
a news story of a coming program has been furnished five 
leading daily and Sunday newspapers. The Boston Globe and the 


Post have been most generous in opening their columns to our 
air activities. 


___ The cost to the Department for broadcasting purposes dur- 
ing the past year was $10.00. Nothing was paid to the broadcast- 
ing station which values jts time at $200 a half-hour, and, with 
the exception of an opportunity for the Broadcasting Company 
to sell the time there has been no change of time. The ERA 
Chorus and Orchestra were supplied gratis, but were paid from 
ERA Funds, amounting to $150 to $200 for each broadcast. 


List of speakers to April 10, 1935: 


First speaker, Hon. W. S. Youngman; Lewis Winchell, Past 
Dept Com, Drew of New Bedford, Mrs. Cora Curry, Past Dept. 
Pres., Daughters of Veterans; Ex-Rep. John W. McLeod, Wil- 
liam L. Anderson, Sr.; H. Harding Hale, Joe Mitchell Chappel, 
Dr, Dy EE. Martin, Rev. Gilispy, Dr. Ernest W. Homan, Rev. 
E. S. Meredith, Addison A. Quinn, Edward C. Webster, H: Hard- 
ing Hale, Margaret F. Anderson, National President S. of U. V. 
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Aux.; Annie Pool Atwood, Woman's Relief Corps; Addison A. 
Quinn, Guy Richardson, James G. Wolf, Dr, Ernest W. Homan, 
William L. Anderson, Sr.; Frank L. Kirchgassner. 


Sept. 27, 1934, broadcast over Station WAAB: 


Joe Mitchell Chappel, Guy Richardson, substituted by H. 
Harding Hale; Major J. H. W. Myrich, Frederick G. Bauer, Guy 
Richardson, Dr. David L. Martin, Dr. E. W. Holman, W. S. 
Youngman, Jr.; Manager Hyland of Western Union Tel. Co., Mr. 
Fred W. Cross, State House; Professor Albert Bushnel Hart, H. 
Harding Hale, Dr. Joselyn, American Red Cross representative; 
Assistant Attorney-Gen, John L. Hurley, Joe Mitchelt Chappel, 
Col. Samuel C. Vestal of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Frank R. Fraprie, prop. American Photography ;. Guy. Richard- 
son, Prof. Alfred Bushnel Hart, Dept. Com. G. A. R. George A. 
Gay, John P. Mead, Director Mass. Dept. Labor and Industries; 
John Scully, Supt. of Schools, Brockton; Agnes H. Parkee, W. R. 
Cx Cyrus Dallion, sculptor. 


This is up to March 27, 1935. 


Our experiences during the series conducted at Station 
WHDH proved of much value in our efforts to gain wider pub- 
licity, for the Order and for the courtesies extended by Station 
WHODH we feel indebted. But the facilities of Station WAAB 
and its Yankee Network offered a considerably broader field 
among radio listeners. Since September 27th last, when our 
initial broadcast was given at the new station, we have received 
increasingly the recognition of Station WAAB and the popularity 
of our programs has grown notably. In fact we have continued 
on the air for 14 months while other fraternal programs have 


been discontinued. 


THEODORE C. LEUTZ, 

H. HARDING HALE, 

ADDISON A. QUINN, 

W.L. ANDERSON, 
Department Radio Committee: 
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Report of the Governor John A. Andrew 
Home Committee 


To the Department Officers and members assembled at the 
Fifty-T hird Annual Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War. 


Greetings: 


Your committee desires tu submit the following report of its 


activities since the report of a year ago. 


, On Saturday, June 9, 1934, the committee met in joint session 
with that of the Auxiliary at Department Headquarters for the 
purpose of organizing the committee and preparing for the 
activities of the season. 

e re 
William H. Johnson was re-elected General Chairman and 
Henry A. Mayne, General Secretary-Treasurer. 


i Plans were made for the Visitation and Field Day on the 
third Saturday in June as follows: 


Plant a Catalpa Tree on the lawn in memory of the two 
Past Commanders-in-Chief from the Department of Massachu- 
setts who have passed on [Hon. Joseph B. Maccabe and General 
Charles K. Darling|; also a Catalpa Tree to be planted at the 
Tear of the Home in memory of Brother Edward Henry Dalton, 
who was always one the most interested supporters of the Home, 
and an active member of our Order for more than fifty years. 


Visitors were expected to bring box lunches and Sister Wads- 
worth to furnish tea and coffee. For sports: glider and auto races. 
sack, three-legged, wheel-barrow, barrell, egg and potato races 
were on the card-of Brother Greene, who had charge of that part 
of the entertainment. Small gifts of remembrance were pre- 
pared by members of the Auxiliary, and plans for an impromptu 
indoor program under the direction of Sister Etta Smith Bick- 
more who presented a play entitled “Blue Boy and Butterfly” 
with members of the Girl Scouts in the cast. On Saturday, June 
16, 1934, about 2:00 P.M., visitors began to arrive and the pro- 
gram was carried out—with slight variations—as planned. 


March MW, 1934, at a joint committee meeting at Head- 
quarters, it was decided to send a letter of appeal for funds for 
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the Home to each Camp and Auxiliary in the Department, offer- 
ing as an inducement to contribute, five cash prizes as follows: 


Ist, $5; 2nd, $4; 3rd, $3; 4th, $2, and 5th, $1. 


This appeal was responded to by thirty-four Camps with a 
total sum of $60.70; of this sum Camp 41 gave $10.00. 


Camps responding were 4, 5, 11, 14, 16, 22, 26, 30, 35, 40, 41, 
50, 59, 61. 62, 67, 69, 74, 78, 8, 82, 89, 94, 100, 101, 104, 106, 
109, 114, 116, 117, 118, 143, 148. 


Auxiliaries responding were 1, 3, 4, 9, 10, 14, 17, 26, 30, 32, 34, 
37, 39, 40. 42, 45, 49, 50, 51, 53, 60, 65, 66, 67, 90, 93, 108 
127, 133, 148. 


Thirty Auxiliaries contributed the sum of $32.85. 


Sunday, January 6, 1935, the committee and representatives 
of the allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic gathered 
at the Home and presented the members of the Family with 
tokens as previously prepared by Sister Grace T, Howland, Aux- 
iliary Chairman. 


A check for $20.00 from the fund was also presented to the 
Home Fund, Sister Wadsworth responded with thanks and told 
of the very pressing need of more funds; a gift of $5.00 was pre- 
sented to the Home Ifund by Sister Viola D. Brunet in behalf 
of the South-eastern Massachusetts Past Presidents’ Association 
of our Auxiliary. 


Speeches were made by Department Commander Ralph L. 
Smith and others of the visitors. Following the presentation of 
the gifts, instrumental and vocal numbers were rendered, and 
many interesting remarks were made by the various members 
of our Fraternal Family. Many of the visitors were entertained 
by the large exhibition of rare pitchers which Sister Wadsworth 
has on display in the cottage attached to the grounds. 


Among those present the following Orders were represented : 
Camps 11, 79, 58, 104; Auxiliaries 28, 50, 58, 79; Tents 2, 47; Corps 
16, 20, 35, 49, 99; Circle 16, 56. 


About 6.00 P.M. the visitors took their departure after ex- 


pressing their kindest wishes to the members of the Family and 
wishing them many happy returns. 


At the present time there are seven widows of Veterans 
and one Daughter in the Home and opportunity to accommodate 
three more. 

‘The following is a brief account of the receipts for the year 
ending April 9, 1935: 
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Balance on hand from last report $18.81 
Donations from thirty-four Camps 60.70 
Donations from thirty Auxiliaries 32.85 
Donation from Southeastern Massachusetts Past 

Presidents 5.00 

$117.36 

Expenditures for the year ending April 9, 1935. 
Donation from Camp 16—sent to Home 1.00 
Donation from Auxiliary 90—sent to Home 1.00 
Donation So. East. Mass. Past Pres. Asso.—sent 

to Home 5.06 


Committee fund turned over to Home—Jan. 6, 35 20.090 
Committee fund turned over to Home—Mar. 10, ’35 26.00 


Five cash prizes 15.00 
Mimeograph letters, cards, postage and gifts 27.01 
Catalpa Trees, fertilizer and transportation 8.23 
P.O. Money Orders, stamps and stationery 1.52 

——-- 104.76 
Balance on hand April 9, 1935 12.60 
Balance at Auxiliary Headquarters 11.85 
Balance in committee treasury April 9, 1935 as 


The committee wishes to extend its heartfelt gratitude to 
evervone who has, in any way, assisted them in collecting this 
fund for the benefit of those who are cared for at the Governor 
John A. Andrew Home, 92 Washington Park, Newtonville, Mass. 


Yours in patriotic endeavor, 


WILLIAM H. JOHNSON, General Chairman, 
HENRY A. MAYNE, General Secretary-Treas., 
ERNEST E. LEAVITT, 
LOUIS B. GREENE, 
FRANK H. JEWETT, 

The Governor John A. Andrew Home Committee. 
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Report of Friendly Relations Committee 


April 9, 1935. 
Final and complete report of the Friendly Relations Com- , 


mittee, appointed to serve during 1934, 


The annual event took the form of a reception to Department 
Commander of the G. A. R., George A. Gay, held in Hotel West- 
minster. 


Received as share towards present to Department Com- 
mander Gay, G. A. R. 


Department Ladiesof the G. A. R. .....0..0.ee ee $5.00 
Department Woman's Relief GOSDS: . teatcorere< are 5.00 
Department Daughters of U.V.C.W. .......... 5.00 
Department Auxiliary to S.U.V.C.W.......... 5.00 


SUG tal syerewis 4 erdeemen wena hae OL ere $25.00 
December 29, presented 25 new 


dollar bills to Department 
Commander Gay. 


Receipts 
Received from sale of tickets: 
Woman’s Relief Corps—30 tickets $45.00 
G. A. R.—2 tickets 3.00 
Sons Auxiliary—I8 tickets 27.00 
Daughters of U. V. C. W.—17 tickets 25.50 
Sons of Union Veterans—13 tickets 19.50 
Ladies of the G. A. R—1 ticket 1.50 
81 tickets $121.50 
Donation from Uxbridge 4.50 
Donation from Miss Kirchgassner 3.00 
Donation from S. V. Com. Green 1.00 
Donation from Mrs. Hemingway 1.00 
Donation from Mrs. McQue 1.00 
From Mrs. Phipps, Mrs. Vincent, Mrs. Bleiler, 
Mrs. Emery, Mrs. Blanchard 3:35) 
Mar. 5 Mrs. Phipps 2.28 
Collected at Committee Meeting, Dec. 8 2.00 
Collected at Committee Meeting, Dec. 22 1.90 
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Collected at Committee Meeting, Jan. 5 2.70 


Sale of cards, December 8 35 
Proceeds from Bingo Party, Jan. 26 3.00 
Proceeds from Bingo Party, Feb. 16 2.25 
Total $149.83 $149.83 
Expenditures 
December 29, Paid Hotel Westminster for 88 din- 
ners at $1.25 $110.00 
Alice H. Rand, 3-piece orchestra 12.00 
January 5, Mrs. Reed, cost of favors—150 4.50 
Mrs. Grace Dow, cost of flowers 2.00 
John C. Shell, Printing 16.00 
Mrs. H. Phinney, postage 1.00 
Mrs. Phipps, W. R. C. postage 1.00 
Miss Kirschgassner, postage 1.25 
L. E. Winchell postage 2.08 
Total $149.83 $149.83 
Re-Capitulation 
Received ETOMSAl POR LICKEL! « 5 suas srars,sveroneysesecnwrevs $121.50 
€ceived from other sources ..........000000% 28.33 


$149.83 $149.83 
149.83 149.83 


Total expenses 
No balance. 
All bills are paid. 


Respectfully submitted, 
LOUIS E. WINCHELL. 


Treasurer. 


84 Converse Avenue, Malden. 
epartment Committee: 
Brother Charles Bradlee, 
Wm. McDonald, 
Louis E. Winchell, Chairman. 
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Report of Committee on Program 
and Policy 


To the Officers and Members of the 53rd Annual Encampment 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


The following brothers were appointed by Department 
Commander Ralph L. Smith as a Department Committee on 
Program and Policy, P.D.C, Addison A. Quinn, Chairman; Past 
C.-in-G. Fred E. Bolton, P.C.-in-C. Ernest W. Homan, C.-in-C. 
Frank L. Kirchgassner, Commander Ralph L. Smith, Senior 
Vice Department Commander Lester W. Knox, Junior Vice 
Department Commander Everett Attwood, Department Coun- 
selor James G. Wolff, Department Secretary Leon H, Palmer, 
Department Patriotic Instructor William L. Anderson, Jr.; Past 
Department Commander William O. Fuller, Brother George E. 
Hunt. 


The committee held its first meeting on October 21st, 1934, 
all were in attendance except Brothers Atwood and Fuller, both 
of whom had a very good excuse for not being present. The 
report of the National Committee, as printed in the September 
issue of the Banner, was read that all might become familiar 
with the issues set forth. A General discussion resulted in the 
decision that the course for Massachusetts to follow was to 
adopt those sections which were felt would be of benefit to us 
here. 


The following were recognized as being worthy of consider- 
ation: 


Necessity of leadership in districts; holding group public 
meetings; joining with other organizations to aid in carrying 
out purposes and objects similar to our own; necessity of pub- 
licity, family tree plan approved; Mass. meetings approved to a 
limited extent. : 


There being several matters our Commander-in-Chief de- 
sired to investigate before we proceeded further we adjourned 
until February 3rd, 1935. This meeting also was well attended, 
only two members being absent, showing that all are interested 
in furthering the work of our organization. At this meeting 
the Family Tree Plan was again discussed at considerable length 
and while not adopted a plan developed that is to be worked out 
for contact in all schcols for eligibles. Many suggestions were 
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offered and while some fell by the wayside a. few were made 
note of and special committees appointed for a thorough investi- 
gation of same. 


A grandson’s Council was favored with a point in view of 
promoting a closer relationship between father, and sons and to 
devise a method of interesting the young men in our Order 
through athletic and social events. 


A Speaker’s Bureau was thought advisable to assist in 
making the group public meetings to be arranged for throughout 
the State, really count for something and worthy of mention, of 
our name. A committee was appointed to draw up regulations 
for the Government of this Bureau, Past Commander-in-Chiet 
Ernest W. Homan, acting as chairman. 


A, committee for the purpose of promoting social activities 
among our Camps was created. 


It was thought that a mid-winter conference similar to 
our Annual Encampment be held in some center outside of 
Boston would act as a stimulus to the work of the Order, 4 
committee was appointed to present this as a Resolution to 
our 53rd Annual Encampment. 

“Be it Resolved—that this Department under the direction 
of our Department Officers arrange for a mid-winter conference, 
same to be held in some center outside of Boston. This con- 
ference to be similar in form to our annual encampment.” 


While we cannot as yet report any definite action, I look 
forward to some real benefit to this Department resulting from 
this committee and am confident that Massachusetts is going to 
show results from this committee having been appointed. 

A public group meeting was suggested to be held in Boston 
on Grant’s birthday, this matter to be definitely settled directly 
after the Encampment. 

_ Much information regarding the work of Department Com- 

mittees functioning in other states has been sent me by Brother 
Richard F, Locke, chairman of the National Committee and I 
have requested further detailed information regarding some 
of these items before presenting them to the Massachusetts com- 
mittee. 
P I regret that at this particular Encampment our Committee 
is not able to present a more progressive report, we have just 
scratched the surface in this new and most important under- 
taking and without question the continuance of this Committee 
is bound to show beneficial results in the very near future. 


Sincerely yours, 


“ ADDISON A. QUINN, 
Chairman, 
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Report of Committee on Restoration 


of Past Rank 


April 1, 1935. 
P.D.C. H. Harding Hale, Chairman, 
Committee on Restoration of Past Rank, 
Massachusetts Department, S. U. V. C. W. 


Dear Brother: 


At our last meeting, March 27, 1935, Herbert A. Hart, for- 
merly of John A. Andrew Camp 96, Department of Massachu- 
setts, S. U. V. C. W., joined Lieutenant Nathaniel Bowditch 
Camp 30. 


Brother Hart served Camp 96 in the various offices including 
that of Commander. 


When Camp 96 was disbanded and its charter returned to 
the Department, Brother Hart was ignorant of the fact. He was 
never notified by the Camp Secretary of the disbandment of the 
Camp and was never issued a transfer card by the Secretary of 
the Massachusetts Department. He was in good standing. 


We, the members of Camp 30, feel that Brother Hart is fully 
entitled to past honors, due to the fact of the laxity of the De- 
partment officers at the time of the disbandment of Camp 96, and 
we respectfully request that he be restored to the rank of Past 
Camp Commander in the S. U. V. C. W. 


Fraternally yours, 
H. E. READ, 


Commander. 
Attest: 


E. G. Wallingford, 
Secretary. 


Frank W. Chubbuck joined:Camp 95 June 21, 1912; Camp 
disbanded Dec. 31, 1932; continued on Department membership 
list to date of disbandment; on same date Department Secretary 
sent out transfer cards in blank form, a sufficient number to cover 
all members then in good standing. Joined Camp 74, May 18, 
1903—commander 1903 [part of] and 1904; transferred June 30, 
1912 to Camp 95. 
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March 20th, 1935. 
To the Officers and Members of Col. Oliver W. Peabody Camp 
No. 74, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Milton, Mass. 
Brothers: 


I hereby make application to Camp 74 Sons of Union Veter- 
ans for restoration of my rank as Past Commander. 

_I lost my Past Commander rank when Camp No. 95 of 
Quincy, of which I was a member, was disbanded by the Massa- 
chusetts Department. 

I did not know of the disbandment for sometime afterwards, 
and never received a notice or transfer card. Now that I am back 
in Camp 74 I very much desire to get my past rank back. 


Fraternally yours, 
FRANK M. CHUBBUCK. 


March 26, 1935. 
Albert F, Powell, Secretary, 
Camp 74, S. U. Ws > 
114 Granite Place, 

Milton, Mass. 


Dear Brother Powell: 


In re 


: plying to yours of the 20th let me point out that the 
applic 


ation forwarded to us is simply an application for mem- 
Pership and therefore has no bearing on a request for restoration 
of rank, > 
On Page 22, Section 4, Article 2, of the C. & R. you will 
find the following: “To obtain restoration of rank of Past Camp 
Commander the member shall make request in writing to the 
amp of which he is a member. If acted upon favorably by the 
Camp in regular session, said request shalf be forwarded to the 
€partment Commander, setting forth the causes of loss of rank 


and r eRe : 
d reasons for request of restoration. The Department Com- 
mander sh 


where if acted upon favorably, such rank shall be restored.” 


“ 0 facilitate action on this request the brother’s letter to 
i urcamp should have accompanied your letter to the Depart- 
R ent, both of which would be turned over to the Committee on 
Nestoration of Rank at the Encampment for study and recom- 
mendation, 
: a am sure you will have no difficulty in presentation of this 
request in proper form and I sincerely trust it will receive 
favorable action, a 
Fraternally yours, 
RALPH. L. SMITH 
Department Commander. 
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all present same to the Department Encampment — 


Report of Committee on Reception to 
. C.-in-C. Frank L. Kirschgassner 


To the Department Commander, Officers and Members of Mass- 
achusetts Department, Sons of Union Veterans of Civil War: 


Your Committee on Reception to Commander-in-Chief Frank 
L. Kirschgassner reports as follows: 


The Reception was held at; Hotel Bradford, Saturday, Jan- 
uary 12, in the Ballroom. The receiving line was composed of 
National Officers and Department Heads. 


Commander-in-Chief was presented a purse of 45 new one 
dollar bills. He also received gifts from Daughters of Veterans 
and Auxiliary from Cambridge, Department President Phyllis 


Dean of Auxiliary presented a toilet case in behalf of Depart- _ 


ment Senior Vice Commander, Comrade George Green presented 
the Commander-in-Chief with gold cuff links. He received flowers 
for his mother from the Auxiliary. 


Refreshments were served all invited guests. Dancing was 
enjoyed until 12 midnight. The following items constitute ex- 
penses: 


Hotel Bradford Hall $50.00 
Freddie McHugh Orchestra 30.00 
Postage 3.71 
Printing tickets 8.75 

Total $102.46 


Thanks are due Mrs. Margaret L. Waters of the Auxiliary 
Committee for her cooperation, also Sons and Auxiliary members 
who acted as ushers. The Auxiliary also bore expense of all 
flowers used. 


The Commander-in-Chief was much pleased. 
Fraternally submitted, 


DR. E. W, HOMAN, 
Chairman. 
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Report of Committee on the Reception 
and Ball 7 


Several committee meetings were held in Department Head- 
Heo for the purpose of making necessary arrangements for 
ar rae a W. 1b, Anderson was elected general chairman, 
ne sae he paul) of the Auxiliary was elected secretary. It 
Signo ie old the Ball and Reception in the main ballroom 
. eee ord Hotel where the convention was held. William 
me aie Cane Jr., was appointed to take charge of the Trooping 
Pvaittas on Invitations were sent to all allied organizations 
oe eat ‘os to send their colors. Two hundred stands of colors 
Mie € rooping. The escort to the colors consisted of repre- 

atives from military, veteran, and patriotic organizations. 


polcenor Curley and staff were present. Waldron’s Orchestra 
urnished the music. 


Expenses 
Print: 

Dare $8.25 
ostage 10.24 
Flowers 5,50 

usic ; 
Floral Arch er 
‘ 52.99 
' Tickets at.door 14.00 
pgienee $38.99 


Auxiliary share, $19.49; Sons’ share, $19.50; Total, $38.99 
Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM L. ANDERSON, 
Chairman. 
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Senior Vice Commander Knox:—If I hear no objections | 
will turn this report over to the proper Committee. Commander, 
Iturn the Encampment over to you. 


The Commander resumes the chair. 


Commander Smith:—What is your pleasure to do with the 
other Department Officers’ Reports? 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.] :—I move that the reports 
of the other officers, council and committees be read by the 
Secretary and any recommendations contained read at this time, 
after which they can be referred to the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports. 


Seconded by a Brother. 


Commander Smith:—AII those in favor say aye. It is a vote 
and I so declare it. 


Secretary Palmer:—You have heard the recommendations 
just read in the Department Commander's report, which takes 
care of that. I have here the Report of the Department Camp 
Instructor. Are there any recommendations in that, Brother 
Quinn. 


Brother Quinn:—There are some, Mr. Secretary. 


Secretary Palmer:—The first recommendation I see here, 
Brothers, is: 


The Department Inspection Blank states under the heading 
“Books” that 11 are required for the proper keeping of records. 
I find many Camps have been functioning for years without this 
complete set of books and lose marks each year accordingly. 
Either these books are absolutely necessary and should be com- 
pulsory or they are not necessary and should be either combined 
or abolished. Most of our Camp’s funds are low and every dollar 
counts. They should not be burdened with unnecessary equip- 
ment. I do not want to go on record as stating that the books 
mentioned are not all necessary, but I do feel that the Depart- 
ment owes it to the Camps under its jurisdiction to make a care- 
ful investigation of, the books required and our present method 
of keeping records with a point in view of cutting down on equip- 
ment and simplifying our present system. I recommend a com- 
mittee of 3 be appointed for this purpose and report at our next 
encampment as to their findings. May I, be so bold as to sug- 
gest the following committee providing they will serve: P.D.C. 
Harry F. Weiler, Past S. V. C.-in-Chief William L. Anderson and 
our Department Secretary, Leon H. Palmer. 


The second is as follows: 
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It has been proven conclusively at schools of instruction hela 
that there are many discrepancies in our present Ritual and 
there are parts that are not in harmony with out Constitution. I 
feel it is up to Massachusetts to start the ball rolling to put our 
Ritual in proper shape and I recommend that a committee of 
3 or more if advisable be appointed to make an exhaustive study 
of our present Ritual in conjunction with our Constitution and 
present their report at our next Encampment. 


These two are in the Camp Instructor’s report. 


Secretary Palmer :—Brother Hale, are there any recommen- 
dations in your report? 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.] :—None. 


Secretary Palmer:—I have here the report of .Junior Vice 
Commander Atwood which I have not had time to read as it 
has just come in by mail. 


Secretary Palmer :—I have here the report of the Department 
Counselor and there is none in that. There is none in the Senior 
Vice Department Commander's report. Brother Libby, are there 
any recommendations in your report? 


Brother Wilfred H. Libbey [127] :—Nothing. 


Secretary Palmer :—That is all. That constitutes the bunch 
of Officers’ Reports. 


: Brother Harry Weiler [P.D.C.]:—That only partly covers 
them. 


Secretary Palmer :—I also have the report of the [Friendly 
Relations Committee. It contains no recommendations. There 
is also the report of the Committee on the Reception to Com- 
mander-in-Chief Kirschgassner. 


I have skipped one Officer’s report and that is the report 
of the Department Inspector. There are no recommendations in 
it that I know of. These others are District Commanders’ reports. 


I have gone over them rapidly and don't see any recommen- 
dations in them. 


Brother Harry Weiler [P.D.C.] :—I think they should report 
to the Commander and not to the Encampment. You have 
appointed a number of Committees but we have heard nothing 


about them as yet. Are those reports on file and do they contain 
any recommendations? 


Brother Charles Moran [P.D.C.]:—The Program and 


Policy Committee is not quite ready with their report but will 
be ready this afternoon 
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Commander Smith:—The Committee on Highway—Brother 
Anderson—is not here; told me he would have a report on it, but 
I have not received it yet. 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other reports pres 

ing ravi 

mittees? Brother Sumner, have you anything on the Grave 
Marking? 


Brother H. Glenn Sumner [25]:—That Committee was ap- 
pointed so late there is no report on it. 


ions ? 
Commander Smith:—Do you want the Resolutions read? 
What is your pleasure? 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.] :—The order of the anes 
ing calls for the reading of the Resolutions and Communica ions. 
I suggest we take up the reading of the Resolutions. 

c=) 


Commander Smith:—Will you read the Resolutions, Secre- 
tary Palmer? 


Secretary Palmer:—I have here a resolution by Camp 6, of 
Beverly. ; 

WHEREAS: Many of the smaller camps are gs Bs 
time to meet their obligations and in many cases the a os 
tax has been paid by a patriotic brother in order that the o 
could be installed and 


4 ee uae ae aerateua 
WHEREAS: We believe that it is easier ie eee 
i 7 j Preval ) > 
member from suspension than it is to prevail on him 
his membership and 


aed i rests of 
WHEREAS: We believe that it is for the Be eeecae uF 
the order that a change be made in the method of han g 
delinquent members therefor be it 


RESOLVED: That the Massachusetts Hee is 
next national encampment be instructed to secure Le provide 
changing of the Constitution and Regulations e ee Se enoe 
for the suspension of members who are six mont e i ey aed 
dues. So that Sect. 3, Art. 11, [two] Chap. 1 be chang 
as follows or similar thereto: 


Any-member who is six months in arrears in the pa 
his dues may by vote of the camp be suspended and any Ea aay 
whose terms of arrears and suspension amount to Oe aout ctor 
by vote of the camp be dropped. During the fen See ters 
the member shall not have any of the privileges 0 ees 
and the camp will not be required to pay per Cae ‘en aes 
A dropped member may be admitted into the Orc stages: 
statement at an admission or reinstatement fee as may 
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vided by Camps; he shall be reported on the prescribed quarterly 
forms as reinstated and per capita tax paid in the quarter such 
member is reinstated. No membership fee shall be paid on rein- 
stated members. 


Also from Camp 6: 


WHEREAS: The present method of having district com- 
manders, places a burden, on a brother faithfully performing the 
duties of the office, of both time and money, therefore be it 


RESOLVED: That the incoming department commander 
look into the advisability of substituting deputy commanders for 
the district commanders. Each camp to have the privilege of re- 
questing the appointment of a brother selected by the camp but 
the department commander to have the power to appoint an- 
other brother if he deems it best. The deputy commander to 
have supervision over the camp for the year and make reports 
to the department commander. He shall also act as installing 
officer. 

There is also one from Camp 150 of New Bedford: 

: RESOLVED: That it is the sense of this Convention that 
in future selections of business and visiting committees at our 
annual encampments, only one member from any camp may be 
appointed on the whole list, and that so far as possible each year 
different camps be honored by the appointment of a member 
to these committees. 

Here is one from Camp 25 of Worcester: 


WHEREAS: The goods made by cheap labor in foreign 
countries are being sold in unfair competition with those made 
Y our own citizens, 

BEIT RESOLVED: That this Encampment go on record 
as being opposed to the sale and purchase of such goods. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the members of 
our order be exhorted to purchase American made goods where 
Possible and to exert their influence to ‘have others do likewise. 


That is all the resolutions. 


Commander Smith:—They will be turned over to the Reso- 
ns Committee; are there any other communications? 


Secretary Palmer :—I have a letter from Camp 72 of Salem. 


Salem, March 12, 1935. 


lutio 


Div. Headquarters. 
Bro.: 


Ata meeting of Gen. Lander Camp 72, it was voted that 


we send this Suggestion to you to be brought up at the next 
Encampment: 
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That this camp go on record as in favor of a cei of 
clothes, dark soft hat, white gloves, and a Sons of Union Veteran 
badge for use in parades of the camps. 


Yours in F., C. and) Ls ].P. RAY, 


Lester E. Stillman, Commander. Secretary. 


That is all. 


Commander Smith:—That will be turned over to the Com- 
mittee on Ritual and Ceremonies. 


Beret Bees 
Commander Smith:—Are there any other communications: 
Secretary Palmer :—None. 

. : 5 
Commander Smith:—lIs there any unfinished business! 
Secretary Palmer :—None that I know of. 


Commander Smith:—Has anyone anything to ones es 
new business at this time? Or anything else that should c 


up at this time? 

Brother J. A. Bartlett [17] :—Has anything been done today 
on Appomatox Day? 

“Commander Smith:—I do not know of anything. 


A ¥ 3 before 
Commander Smith :—If there is nothing more to come 
this session I will entertain a motion to adjourn. 


Brother Harry Weiler [P.D.C.]:—At what hour do you pro- 
pose to reconvene? 

Commander Smith :—At 1: 30. : 

Brother Harry Weiler [P.D.C.]:—I wish to make a motion 
that we adjourn and reconvene at 1: 30 P.M. 

Seconded by several brothers. 


ith: larly moved and sec- 
Commander Smith:—It has been regu v 
onded that we adjourn until 1:30 P.M. All those in favor say 


aye. It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Adjournment at 12: 10. 
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Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 8-12, 1935. 


J. Albert Bartlett 
George A. Derby 
Charles J. Dunlevy 
N. B. Austin 
Ira F. Martin 
Theodore C. Leutz 
Leo H. Hamilton 
Edward J. Goodman 
Charles H. Fuller 
T. Frank Larkin 
Ernest A. Smith 
-D. A. MacDougall 
Walter G. Ball 
A. L. Maynard 
Walter B. Scott 
Charles L. Coombs 
Herbert H. Marshall 
U. W. Bowen 
James J. Dean 
Herbert L. Smith 
Edward M. Hosmer 
Charles H. Morrill 
William P. Hanners 
Charles F. Perkins 
James G. Wolff 
Louis E. Winchell 
Chester Palmer 
Gerrold O. Lamb 
Dr. George W. Goode 
Ernest A. C-oss 
James P. Skehan 
Edward J. McHugh 
Joseph E. Locke 
Edward C. Glover 
William J. Ricker 
Willie H. Payne 


William L. Anderson, Jr. 
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DELEGATES TO 69th NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Camp 17 
a 
i7 
14 


SECOND SESSION 
Tuesday, April 9, 1935 


The Second Session was called to order by Department 
Commander Ralph L. Smith at 1:40 P.M. 


Commander Smith:—The Second Session of the Encamp- 
ment will please come to order. The officers will assume their 
stations. Will the guide and color bearer please take up the 
password and ascertain if all present are entitled to remain. The 
guards are Brothers Bridgham and McIntosh. 


Guide :—All are in order and entitled to remain. 


Commander Smith:—I now declare the afternoon session 
open for the transaction of such business as may legally and 
properly come before it. 


Commander Smith:—We are now under new business. Has 
anybody anything under new business? Of course, the nomina- 
tion of officers is under new business and we will proceed to 
that if there is no objection. Nominations are in order for the 
office of Department Commander. 


Brother Hamilton [17]:—I move you the nomination for 
Department Commander of Thomas L. Crawford of Camp 17. 


Seconded by a Brother. 


Brother James G. Wolff [89]:—I rise to nominate a candi- 
date for Department Commander. We have in our Camp [89] at 
Brighton, a man who has served as Commander of the Camp for 
many years; who stands high in the community; who is very 
popular with the G. A. R. and the various Auxiliaries, includ- 
ing the Veterans of the World War and their Auxiliary, as well 
as our Order. I name Edward C. Webster as a candidate. 


Brother Reed [30] :—I second that nomination. 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations for 
Department Commander? If not, I will declare the nomination 
closed. 


Brother Skehan [16]:—I know there is another candidate 
for this office and he should be in this hall. 


Commander Smith:—There have been two. 
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Brother Skehan [16]:—If you will just hold off for five 
minutes; he is right in this building and I will meet him on the 
floor. 


Commander Smith:—If you can get him here I will be 
willing to wait. 


Commander Smith:—While we are waiting a minute I want 
to call your attention to the difference in the number of dele- 
gates to the National Encampment than what we have had. Last 
year we were entitled to something like eleven. This year we 
are entitled to fifty delegates to the National Encampment. Please 
have this in mind and let’s have Massachusetts represented with 
our quota of delegates if possible. Other Departments will have 
theirs there. Let us have Massachusetts well represented. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]—I move you that the 
nominations for Department Commander remain open and we 
proceed to the nomination for Senior Vice Commander. 


Commander Smith:—Here is Brother Skehan now. 


Brother Skehan [16]:—The man cannot be found. I move 
you proceed. 


Seconded by several. 


Commander Smith:—We will proceed to the nomination of 
Senior Vice Commander. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P. C.-in-C.] :—I rise to place in nom- 
ination for the office of Senior Vice Commander a man who has 
served many years in our Order. He moved from Melrose and 
went to Cape Ann, where he has served as District Com- 
mander. I nominate Elias R. Sweet of Camp 24 of Gloucester. 


Seconded by a Brother. 


’ Brother H. E. Read [30]:—I also wish to place for nom- 
ination a man who has been faithful to the organization and well 
qualified for that position. I place for nomination the name of 
Walter G. Ball of Camp 46. 


Brother F, F. Rhodes [46] :—I second that nomination. 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations for 
the office of Senior Vice Department Commander? 


Brother H. A. Coolidge [30]:—I move the nominations for 
Senior Vice Department Commander be closed. 


Seconded by a Brother. 


Commander Smith:—All those in favor say aye. It is a vote. 
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Commander Smith:—Nominations are now in order for the 
office of Junior Vice Department Commander. 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]:—Experience has been 
mentioned before and if there is any one in the Department whose 
experience in the higher regions and greater responsibilities of 
Department work to be put forth for the office of Junior Vice 
Commander than the one I am going to name, he must be a 
very rare man indeed, and so the man whom Camp 5 of Hudson 
is delighted to honor, and who as a member of the Department 
Council has added greatly to its wise deliberations, is no other 
than George A. Derby, whom I nominate for the office of Junior 
Vice Commander. 


Seconded by several Brothers. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard the name of George 
A. Derby placed in nomination for the position of Junior Vice 
Department Commander. 


Commander Smith:—Nominations for the office of Depart- 
ment Council are now in order. This year there are to be three 
Council members elected; one for three years, one for two years 
and one for one year term. Nominations are now in order. 


Brother George A. Derby [5]:—It is my great pleasure to 
nominate William T. Tisdale of Camp 89 for three years. 
Brother Bridgham [30] :—I second that nomination. 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations aos 
three years? Hearing none, we will proceed to the nomination 0 
the Council Member for two years. 


Brother T. C. Leutz [61]:—I wish to place the name of 
Charles F. Maxwell of Camp 58. for Department Council for 
two years. 

Seconded by a Brother. 

Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations for 
two years? d 

Brothers Nelson Towle [62]:—I place for nomination the 
name of Louis E, Winchell for two years. 

Seconded by several Brothers. 


Brother H. A. Coolidge [30]:—I wish to place the name of 
William H. Bridgham for one year term. 


Seconded by a Brother, 


Brother Addison A. Quinn [P.D.C.]:—Commander Smith, 
while you have done a splendid service to our Order, your duties 
are not yet complete. I feel that there is no other man who can 
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give such a position the attention it requires as our Depart- 
ment Commander, Ralph L. Smith. Commander, I take pleasure 
in nominating you on the Department Council for one year. 


Brother DeF. Dickinson [17] :—I second that nomination. 


Senior Vice Commander Lester W. Knox:—You have heard 
this nomination for Brother Smith. 


Commander Smith:—There are no other nominations. That 
is all of the elective officers. The others are to be appointed. 


Commander Smith:—The Soldiers’ Home, as you know, has 
been taken over by the State. We have alw maintained a 
Dormitory Commission there and now | am going to leave it 
in the hands of the Encampment as to what we shall do about it. 
It seems to me that we have no further need of the Dormitory 
Commission. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P.C.-in-C.] :—I have been Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Dormitory Commission for a great many 
years. I think one or two years ago I brought before the En- 
campment the idea that there were no Civil War veterans in the 
Dormitory of which we had charge. We were buying sheets, 
pillow cases and supplies of all kinds through these years and 
if we stopped we would be called quitters if we gave it Up. 
Since that time conditions have changed. The last returns showed 
that only eight Civil War veterans were in the Home; four 1m 
the hospital wards and four in the mental wards. 


They have been taken care of by this Department in’ every 
way they should be and the Department joined with the Auxil- 
iary in sending Christmas baskets. as we have always done. In 
December the Home was taken over by the State, with all of 
its legacy funds of $76,000, together with the entire property 
and Governor Ely appointed a Board of Trustees, to have 
charge of that Home. The old Board of Trustees was 15 
Civil War Veterans, a Spanish War Veteran, and six Sons of 
Union Veterans. Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton was Treas- 
urer for a great many years and myself for many years. Governor 
Ely decided to appoint a Board of Directors for the Soldiers’ 
Home. To my mind he offered an insult to the G, A. R. through 
the non-appointment of a G. A. R. Veteran to this organiza- 
tion, which had carried on this work for so many years. Com- 
mon courtesy should have made him have a Comrade on the 
Board of Trustees. The Comrades of the G. A. R. were forgotten 
the same as the others who had served so long and faithfully to 
the Home. It is now a State organization, governed by a Board 
of Trustees appointed by the Governor and ceases to become an 
organization started by those grand old men and I fail to see 
why we should continue the office or the Committee of Dormi- 
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tory Commission. I would like to see the Dormitory Commission 
continue long enough to hold one more service in that Home in 
June,provided we are given permission. We have always had a 
service at that Home for those who have passed away during 
the year. The Dormitory Commission has always had charge 
of that service. There has been placed on the altar a bronze 
tablet, naming Joseph B. McCabe, Chaplain. It was long the 
wish of Capt. McCabe that there should be a chapel where all 
races and creeds could have their services. There are plush cur- 
tains which can be pushed apart and there is an altar for Catholic 
services also. 1 should like to see one more service there, that 
we might formally dedicate the chapel and tablet as having 
come from the Sons of Union Veterans. After that I can see no 
use for it. 


Brother H. E. Read [30]:—I am very much interested in the 
remarks of P. C.-in-C. Homan and I move you that the Soldiers’ 
Home Dormitory Commission be maintained until they hold 
one more Memorial Service in June 1935, and at the completion 
of that service the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission be 
abolished. 


Brother Ford:—I wish to offer an amendment. I think 
it would be wise to hold the Dormitory Commission until next 
year and make a report at the next Convention. There may 
something come up in the meantime. 


Seconded by many. . 


Commander Smith:—There is an amendment before the 
house that the Dormitory .Commission be held over until next 
year. Is there anything more to be said on that? 


Brother H. H. Hale [P.D.C.]:—Let the name of C. W. 
Parker [46] whose term expires, be placed on the ballot and it 
will be taken care of next year. I make a motion to that effect. 


Seconded by Brother T. C. Leutz. 


Commander Smith:—Brother Parker is nominated to con- 
tinue for another year. I suppose we can take a vote on that. 


Brother Guy Richardson [P.D.C.]:—I move you it BOE sO8 
the ballot. The motion you want that the nomination for 
Dormitory Commission shall cease. 


: x ] e? 
Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations: 


- Brother Richardson:—I move you that the nomination for 
Dormitory Commission be closed. 


Seconded by many Brothers. 
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Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Commander Smith:—There is one nomination for Trustee 


of the G, A. R. Fund as the term of Harry D. Sisson expires 
now. 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]:—I would place in nom- 
ination Harry D. Sisson for the Trustee of the G. A. R. Fund. 


Brother E..W. Homan, [P. C.-in-C.]:—I second that nomi- 
nation. 


Commander Smith :—His term would be for three years. Are 


there any other nominations for the Trustees of the G. A. R. 
Fund? 


Brother T. C. Leutz [61]:—I move that the nominations 
cease. 


Seconded by a Brother. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard it moved and seconded 


that the nominations cease. Those opposed. It is a vote and I 
so declare it. 


_ Commander Smith:—The usual proceedings for the nomina- 
tion of delegates to the National Encampment is to have their 
Names written on a slip of paper and passed in to the Secre- 
tary. You will remember that there are fifty to be elected and 
that can be done any time between now and the time of closing 
tonight in order to be printed on the ballot. Let’s have fifty 
names for tomorrow. They will be printed in the order in which 
they are received by the Secretary. 


Commander Smith:—Is there any other new business? 


Commander Smith:—Are there any Committees having a 
Teport to hand in? 


Secretary Palmer:—I have a resolution from the report of 
the Committee on Program and Policy. 


Be it Resolved—that this Department under the direction 
of our Department Officers arrange for a mid-winter conference, 
same to be held in some center outside of Boston. This con- 
ference to be similar in form to our annual encampment. 


Brother W. H. Bridgham [30] :—I should like to withdraw 


as nominee on the Council. I would not run against the Com- 
mander. 


Commander Smith:—Brother Bridgham wishes to withdraw 
as a nominee for the Department Council. 
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Commander Smith:—Are there any other committees having 
a report, who haven’t passed it in? Brother Anderson, have you 
a report to make on the G. A. R. Highway? 


Brother William L. Anderson, Jr. [79]:—I will have that 
ready tomorrow morning, Commander. 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]—I would like to make 
an announcement at this time. In reading an item in one of our 
daily papers this morning, I notice that the history of the G. 
A. R. will be broadcast by Commander-in-Chief Alfred E. Stacey, 
of Syracuse, N. Y., in a talk today at 4:45 over WBZ. That 
broadcast will occur in this building on the fifth floor and has 
been specially arranged by your Radio Committee. I think all 


here will be welcome to the studio and you will doubtless be glad 
to witness a broadcast. 


Commander Smith :—Brothers, I wish to call your attention 
to the fact that many of thesd slips bearing the names of dele- 
gates are signed by one member and should be signed by two 
or more Camp members. 


Commander Smith:—I have one announcement I would like 
to make at this time. You have become aware that we have 
benefit tickets out and which are being sold and they can be 
purchased from Louis E. Winchell or George A. Derby up to 
10 A.M. tomorrow. Awards will be made sometime during the 
Encampment. 

Commander Smith:—What about these delegates who have 
only been endorsed by one brother and one paper is not signed 
by anyone? 


[Brothers came forward to make the necessary signatures. ] 


Commander Smith:—I am going to read the names of those 
serving on the different Committees. [Reads from Bulletin issued 
March 5, 1935.] 


Brother Harold M. Drown [13]:—In view of the fact that I 
served on Department Council, I wish you would please with- 
draw my name from the Commiittee on Officers’Reports. 


Brother Guy Richardson [P.D.C.] :—May I suggest that we 
already had a meeting and Brother Drown did not appear. It 


would upset the work of the Committee if he were to come 
in at this time. 


Commander Smith:—AII right. 


Commander Smith:—Under new business, is there anything 
more? Are there any Committees ready to report? 
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Brother Wm. O. Fuller [P.D.C.] :—If there is no objection 
I would like to have the nomination for the Junior Vice Depart- 
ment Commander reopened at this time. } 


Commander Smith:—Are there any objections? None being 
heard you may proceed, Brother Fuller. 


Brother Wm. O. Fuller [P.D.C.]:—I would like to place in 
nomination the name of Brother Trask of Berlin. The nomination 
was not made at the time of the others because he was on Com- 
mittee work. 


Seconded by a Brother. 


Commander Smith:—Brother Trask [43] is nominated for 
Junior Vice Department Commander. 


Commander Smith:—I understand we have one committee 
ready to report, the committee on the Radio, Brother Hale. 
Brothers, this is an important report; will you please give it 
your attention. 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.] :—Reads report of Radio 
‘Committee. 


i Commander Smith:—The report will take the usual course. 
Ss there any other business to come before this session of the 
Encampment? 


Brother E. W. Homan [P. C.-in-C.]:—I suggest the reading 
of the names for delegates. 


Secretary Palmer:—-There are thirteen so far. [Reads same.] 


Commander Smith:—Brothers. we have pretty near one 
quarter of them. Let’s have delegates enough for our quota and 
those who will go. If you have any others please bring them up. 
Massachusetts wants to have her vote at the Encampnient. Ii 
eres get twenty-five per cent we will not have the proper 
ea ee If there are any who are left out they will have 
eine pane tomorrow if the names are not presented. Let's 
Haws it te cea thought because we want the Department to 
a a S full vote at the National Encampment this year. We are 

ne second largest Department; let’s have a voice at that time. 


“ Brother Wm. O. Fuller [P.D.C.] :—Commander, the present 
ommander of the Department of Rhode Island, Charles T. 
Glines, is here this afternoon. I would suggest it would be a 
good idea to hear from him now. 


Commander Smith:—Commander Glines, it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome you this afternoon. I think you have come 
at just an opportune time. It gives me great pleasure to intro- 
duce to you, Brothers, the Commander of the Rhode Island 
Department, Charles T. Glines. [Applause.] 
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Commander of R. I. Dept. Charles T, Glines:—Department 
Commander, Brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, it certainly is a great pleasure for me to be with you this 
afternoon. I was enjoying your meeting very much. I was very 
much interested in the report of, your Dormitory Committee of 
the Soldiers’ Home and very sorry to hear of the changes in 
that organization. I have been familiar with the record of that 
Home for a great many years. That record has travelled very 
far and it was considered the best managed Soldiers’ Home of 
the United States of America, For years you have done every- 
thing for the Veterans there and made it an enjoyable place for 
them to stay and it is very sad that any institution like that 
should be taken out of the hands of an efficient Board of Trustees 
and put in political hands. We haven't many of those soldiers 
now and. today is the 70th Anniversary of the surrender of the 
Confederate forces of Robert E. Lee to Ulysses S. Grant. Yes- 
terday we had the 68th Annual Encampment of the Depart- 
ment of Rhode Island G, A. R. It was very interesting but it 
was certainly a sad occasion for many of us and from that large 
body in Rhode Island to find only 12 members to be present. 
The youngest was 88 years of age and the oldest 97, so we can 
see it is a very short time now and that the Sons of Union 
Veterans will have to carry on, particularly as regards the Me- 
morial Day work, flagging the graves and keeping alive the 
memory of those noble soldiers of the G. A. R. We have to 
carry on where they are leaving off. They fought forces they 
could see. Today we have forces that are not in the open, but 
they are striking in every way to knock out the best things in 
our country. Brothers, I just leave this thought with you. It is 
a great pleasure for me to be here with you and the Sons of 
Union Veterans Encampment will be on the 23rd and at that 
time I shall be pleased to welcome any of you at that Con- 
yention. Thank you. [Applause.] 
ired by 


Commander Smith:—I am sure we have been insp , 
awhile. 


your splendid words and I hope you can remain with us 
Brother Charles H. E. Moran [P.D.C.] :—Commander, De- 
partment Commander Allen Spink, of the State of Connecticut 
has just arrived. 3 
. Brother William L. Anderson, Jr. [79] :—Commander, we 
also have Past Department Commander of the State of Ver- 
mont, Brother Leduc, with us. 
_ Commander Smith:—I am very happy to welcome you this 
afternoon Commander Spink. 
Brother Leduc, Past Department Commander of Vermon 
itis a great pleasure to introduce you to our Encampment. 
cordially welcome you here. 


t, 
I 


[71] 


Brothers, these gentlemen arrived just at an opportune time 
and I take pleasure in introducing to you Department Com- 
mander Spink of Connecticut. 


Department Commander Allen Spink :—Officers and Com- 
manders of this Convention, this is my first public meeting out- 
side of Connecticut and it is very gratifying to be here. It isa 
pleasure to bring the greetings of the Connecticut Department 
to the Massachusetts Department direct to you and I hope the 
work will continue, that we will have success and that the ranks 
will grow. In several Camps we are taking in new candidates 
a6 hope you are doing’ that too. I am just going to wish you 
“ - MEUY) harmonious Convention and hope to see you in Con- 

€cticut on the 25th and 26th of April at my Convention. Thank 
you. [Applause.] i 


Commander Smith:—I note that our Commander-in-Chief 
F just come into the hall and Iam going to ask Brother Weiler 
© escort him to this station. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—Commander, I have 


the pleasure to introduce to you Commander-in-Chief, Frank L. 
Kirchgassner, 


Commander Smith :—Commander-in-Chief Brother Frank, I 


wan 2 ae! 
t to assure you that this is a great pleasure to greet you here 


thi Ria : 5 c 
fais afternoon. Brother Weiler, will you escort him to this plat- 


has 


na Commander Smith:—We are very much favored this after 
n and at this time I am going. to introduce to you Past De- 


ar = 5 
Partment Commander, Brother Leduc of Vermont for a few 
remarks. 


eee acne Commander Leduc :—Department Com- 
eeenmea ru nace cet, Brothers of the Department ot 

journeredi ag i: It is with a great deal of pleasure that I have 
day. We neue fa from home to be with your Encampment to~ 
time Penal Pie cos so used to Brother Homan and our long- 
name] and a Xy Anderson [we do not know him by any other 
Rirtlioweenes a son and our old friend, Commander-in-Chiet 
to,loome Pad ey meee I received an invitation a few weeks ago 
tial reetieee aC thought it only fitting that Viermont return 
difisereal We beaapae been so long brought to us from Massa- 
your Encam ae ae pleased of this opportunity to come into 
purpose for eee WV e are carrying on in Vermont for the sole 
tion opthe RS ies and you pvere organized, the preserva- 
and to the flae te an the G. A. R., loyalty to that organization 
prayer ane a hich we honor and love, and we hope and 
sates ye “neampment takes place Jund 25-26-27, that we 
y see a large delegation from Massachusetts. The Sons of 
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Union Veterans in Vermont have followed your programs and 
your work and we have tried to imitate your work, holding it 
as a high standard to work from and on behalf of the Depart- 
ment of Vermont I bring you greetings and wish you great 
things for this Encampment and thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Smith:—The greatest compliment that can be 
paid to anyone is that of emulation or imitation. Our Brother 
says they have taken us as an example in Vermont. At this time 
it gives me pleasure to present to you a Brother who needs no 
introduction, and to whom no words that I may add could do 
real justice, so I am not going to attempt to eulogize or try to 
tell you the real value we place upon our Brother Commander- 
in-Chief, Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner. At this time it gives 
me great pleasure to present to you our Commander-in-Chief. 
[Applause. ] 

Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirchgassner:—Department 
Commander Ralph, our honored brothers of the fellow New 
England states, and brothers of old Massachusetts, it seems” 
strange at this Encampment to come in and be introduced, but I 
do appreciate the cordiality of it. I am pleased to be here, to 
feel you brothers are standing behind mé so loyally. I feel you 
brothers are going to back me up in every way to carry on the 
work. I am mighty happy to be with you and thank you for 
your cordial greetings. [Applause.] 

Commander Smith:—Rrothers, I know we are all inspired by 
the words of Commander-in-Chief Kirchgassner. ; 

Brother Wm. O. Fuller [P.D.C.] :—I would like to bring 
before this Encampment a little matter that would help New 
England throughout and help the Sons of Union Veter- 
ans to show interest in legislation. Mill towns are 
being discriminated against by the Cotton tax and I would like 
to make a motion that this Encampment forward to our Pres- 
jdent a telegram, telling him we want the matter looked into 
at once and some effort made to restore our New England mills 
before we lose the rest of them. New Bedford lost six since the 
first of the year. I make that as a motion. 


April 10, 1935. 
To Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of The United States of America, 
Washington, D. C. 

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War in Conven- 
tion assembled at the Hotel Bradford, Boston, Mass., urge your 
personal intervention where National policies affect the textile 
mills of New England communities. The industry is in danger 
of collapse under present legislation. 

Massachusetts Department. 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
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Seconded by a Brother. 


ji Commander Smith:—You have heard the motion and is 
there anything more to be said on the question? Are you ready 
for the question? It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Commander Smith:—We have a delegation of the G. A. R.in 


about half an hour, but we have that time if anyone else has 
something to offer. : 


4 Commander Smith :—Another thing we must have in mind is 
ae there is a joint Memorial service with the Auxiliary at 4 
o'clock, but our duty is here first with the G. A. R. 


Commander Smith:—Has anyone anything to offer for the 
good of the Order? _— 


Commander Smith:—We will be pleased to-listen: to Com- 
page F. E, Warren of Camp 3 while he gives us a reading. 
ee Warren read a poem on Grant by T. C. Harber, of 
ne 3 from his book of poems “Poems of Blue’’. Also an encore 

bi tr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, “Brother Jonathan’s Lament 
Over Sister Caroline.”] [Applause.] 


Be cer mander Smith:—I am sure we have all enjoyed these 
dings by Brother Warren and we thank you. 


il ae Smith:—Our visiting Brothers feel that they 
ist leave us at this time and we are going to say goodbye to 


ean and hope they will come again. [Applause.] Delegation 
s. 


d Commander Smith:—We will now have a report of the Cre- 
ential Committee. 


Report of Chairman John B. Farrell: 


Past Commanders-in-Chief 1 
Department Commanders 1 
Past Department Commanders 9 
Past Camp Commanders 58 
Commanders 5 
Delegates 37 
Alternates VE 

128 


i Met eevee L. Anderson, Jr. [79] :—There is one thing 
faded ap cee a was asked why the Department Commander 
House eat : is Committee this morning to go to the State 
pate a4 _ma ter of fact he appointed me a Committee of 

© investigate this Teachers’ Oath Bill. Since then I have 
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been attending the hearings and some of the Department officers 
have also been there and we finally today were successiul in pre- 
senting our case before the Legislative Committee on Educa- 
tion and our Auxiliary was there and presented the resolutions 
similar to our own. However, we offered our resolution before 
the Assembly and there was quite a crowd. I cannot say what 
the result will be. There are arguments, of course, on both 
sides and even we might argue on it. I have heard practically 
all the Presidents of the various colleges around this section of 
the country. They seem to think this Bill is directed toward the 
character or record of the teacher, which is not so. This Bill or 
Bills is presented to effect a certain small group who are using 
the teaching profession for the purpose of fostering Communism 
and un-Americanism. That is all, gentlemen; you have practi- 
cally the idea of the situation. [Applause.] 


Guard:—Commander, there is a delegation from the G. A. R. 
awaiting admittance. 


Commander Smith:—Will Brother Bronsdon escort 5. V. 
Commander Charles L. Robinson of the G. A. R. to this station? 
Brother Harry F. Weiler will escort Comrade Henry Batchelder 
of Post 156 Everett, a member of the Council of Administration. 
Also, Brother H. Harding Hale will escort Commander Charles 
A. Miles, of Stoughton Post of the G. A. R. 


Brother A. A. Bronsdon [P.D.C.]:—Department Com- 
mander, it is a very great honor to present to you and this En- 
campment Senior Vice Department Commander, Charles L. 
Robinson. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.] :—Commander, I have the 
honor to present Henry Batchelder of Everett, a member of the 
Council of Administration. 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.] -—Commander, it is a 
real honor for me to present Commander Charles A. Miles, Com- 
mander of the Stoughton Post of the G. A. R. 


Commander Smith:—Senior Vice Department Commander 
Robinson, Commander Miles and Comrade Batchelder, I assure 
you it is a real proud moment of my life to welcome you here. 
Will you please escort them to this platform? 


Commander Smith:—Brothers of the 53rd Annual Encamp- 
ment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, for 53 
years we have welcomed at our Encampments the delegation 
of our fathers and their Comrades. We regret that this cannot go 
on forever, and I assure you that it is with very deep feeling 
and happiness that I welcome these Comrades here today and 
with a very great pride and satisfaction that I have the privil- 
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ege of introducing the Commander of my own Post 4 of Mel- 
rose, Senior Vice Commander of the Massachusetts Department 
of the G. A. R. Commander Charles L. Robinson, loved by 
everyone who knows him, 

Commander Charles L. Robinson :—It certainly is a pleasure 
for me to be here to meet with the’ Department of the Sons of 
Union Veterans. I am ninety years old. L have had the honor 
of being a member of the G. A. R. 67 years and it has not only 
been a patriotic organization but a fraternal organization. 
Friendship has been the motto down through the years. 


BE A FRIEND 


Bea friend. You don’t need money ; 
Just a disposition sunny ; 

Just the wish to help another 

Get along some way or other; 

Just a kindly hand extended 

Out to one who’s unbefriended ; 

Just the will to give or lend, 

This will make you someone's friend. 


Be a friend. You don’t need glory. 
Friendship is a simple story. 

Pass by trifling errors blindly, 

Gaze on honest effort kindly. 

Cheer the youth who’s bravely trying, 
Pity him who’s sadly sighing; 

Just a little labor spend 

On the duties of a friend. 


Be a friend. The pay is bigger 
[Though not written by a figure] 
That is earned by people clever 
In what’s merely self-endeavor. 
You'll have friends instead of neighbors 
For the profits of your labors; 
You'll be richer in the end 
Than a prince, if you're a friend. 
Thank you. [Applause.] 
Commander Smith :—Thank you, Commander Robinson. 
: jc ommander Smith:—It now gives me great pleasure to in- 
Toduce another Comrade, one we-have seen lots of times, Com- 
mander Batchelder of Everett. 
* Commander Henry Batchelder :—Brother and Sons of Union 
bate of the Civil War, it sends a thrill through my heart 
when T stand before you and realize that each and every one 


1S a son of one of my old Comrades. It is a real pleasure to be 
among you again. I thank you. [Applause.] 
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Commander Smith:—Thank you Commander. 


Commander Smith:—I# gives me great pleasure to now in- 
troduce to you Commander Miles. 


Commander Miles :—Commander and Sons of Union Veter- 
ans of the Civil War, I am not going to make a long speech or 
take up much of your time. I am in my 90th year right now. I 
am glad to be here. Last year they sent me down here and I 
got here about an hour after you had closed up, so I had a good 
time by myself. It is getting late and I will not take up any 
more of your time. [ thank you. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—At this time I am going to ask Past 
Department Commander Rey. Alan A, Bronsdon to respond to 
the G. A. R. 


Brother Bronsdon responded. 
The delegation withdraws. 


Commander Smith:—TIs there anything more to come before 
the meeting tonight? If there is nothing more I would entertain 
a motion to adjourn until 9:30 Wednesday morning. 


Brother W. L. Green [62]:—I move you we adjourn until 
Wednesday morning at 9: 30. 


Seconded by several. 


Commander Smith:—It has been moved and seconded that 
awe adjourn until 9:30 o’clock Wednesday morning. 


Adjourned at 4:30 P.M. 
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THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday, April 10, 1935, 9.55 A. M. 


Commander Smith:—The Brothers will please come to order. 
Lhe officers will assume their posts, please, and will the Guide 
see if the guards are at their posts? 


Commander Smith:—Guide, you will make the rounds and 
ascertain if all present aze entitled to remain. 


Commander Smith:—Brother W. H. Thomas of Camp 35, 
will you act as quard? 


Guide:—Commander I find all entitled to remain. 


Commander Smith:—You will give your attention while 
Chaplain Berry of Camp 116 invokes the divine blessing upon us. 


Chaplain Berry :—Oh, God, our heavenly father, we do thank 
thee for this Encampment assembled and we thank thee that 
thou dost care for the children of men. We thank thee too that 
thou hast watched over us ever since we started as a Nation and 
that thou still care for us. We thank thee for the patriotic orders 
and ask your blessing upon our Sons of Union Veterans; bless 
them abundantly. Bless the G. A..R., what few are left. Bless 
our transactions of this day. Guide and direct us in all our 
deliberations, We ask it in Jesus name, Amen. 


53 {Commander Smith:—I now declare the Third Session of the 
td Annual Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 


Civil W i 
1 a War duly opened for such business as may duly and 
egally come before it. 


us Commander Smith:—Are there any Committees ready to 
orto ee this time? The Greetings Committee to the G. A. R. 
me received at 10 o’clock this morning and to the Daughters 


of Union Veterans at 10:30. These are the only ones who have 
specified a time. 


Commander Smith:—We will now have the roll call of of 
ficers. 


Roll call read by Secretary Palmer. 


__ Guard :—Commander, there is a delegation to represent the 
Society of the War of 1812 awaiting admittance. 


Commander Smith:—Will Brother Chester A. White 
[P.D.C.] and Brother L. D: Hobson [P.D.C.| escort our visitors 
to this platform. 


Brother Chester A. White [P.D.C.]:—Department Com- 
mander, I have the honor to present to you Colonel F. E. Bauer, 
President of the Society of the War of 1812. 


Brother L. D. Hobson [P.D.C.] :—Commander, it is a pleas- 
ure for me to introduce to you Commander A. H, Healey. 


Commander Smith:—Colonel Bauer and Commander Healey, 
it gives me great pleasure to welcome you here this morning. 
Brothers, we are especially honored this morning in having with 
us as guests, members of a party of men who are organized to 
perpetuate the memory of those men of the War of 1812, who 
did so much in the cause of humanity and for our Country and 
at this time it gives me great pleasure to present to you one of 
our own Brothers, and the President of the Society of the War 
of 1812, F. G. Bauer. 


President Bauer:—Department Commander and Brothers 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, it is indeed a 
pleasure and honor to bring to you on this occasion the greet- 
ings of the older brothers of the G. A. R., the oldest of the 
organizations of War Veterans, founded in 1814. The Society 
of the War of 1812, however, is unique, in another way. It is 
the only one of the organizations of the type of the G. A. R. 
and the Spanish War Veterans that has adopted hereditary tra- 
ditions, to perpetuate their organization by taking in their de- 
scendants. It gives me great pleasure to extend to you our 
greetings and to wish you, in the line of work which is parallel 
to ours, every success and prosperity in the year to come. As 
you have before you the task to show that the sacrifices of the 
G. A. R. are not to go into oblivion, we are to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with you to tear down the forces which tend to 
spoil American Patriotism. [Applause.]| 


Commander Smith:—I am sure as always, we have been 
inspired this morning by the splendid. words of Colonel Bauer. 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you another member 
of the Society of the War of 1812. This time I present Francis 
A. Healey. 


Commander Healey :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: In this 
patriotic organization that has assembled here this morning you 
gentlemen maintain one of our American heritages. Our past 
is secure. Your forefathers established the Union; your posterity 
must maintain it. The work is ours to carry on. It is always to 
me a great deal of pride that I am a son of a Daughter of the 
American Revolution. The future of this Country rests in our 
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hands. I invite you to join in other organization to which you are 
eligible. We must maintain a very high degree of patriotism. 
Our patriotism must be a matter of individual spirit. I thank 
you. [Applause.| 


Commander Smith:—I thank you for those splendid words. 
At this time I will ask Commander F. E. Warren, of Somerville, 
if he will respond. 


Commander Warren responded. 


; [ Delegation 
withdraws.] 


[Applause. ] 


Commander Smith:—If there are any Brothers who have 


tailroad certificates, will they please present them at the Cre- 
dential Desk? 


Commander Smith:—Are there any Committees ready to re- 
port? 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.] :—The Committee on Res- 
olutions has a report to make at this time. 


Commander Smith:—Proceed, Brother Weiler. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—We have resolutions 
and are reporting on all five. The first is filed by Camp 25 of 
orcester, ; 


, 


_ Whereas: the goods made by cheap labor in foreign coun- 
tries are being sold in unfair competition with those made by our 
Own citizens. 


Beit resolved: that this Encampment go on record as being 
°pposed to the sale and purchase of such goods. 


Be it further Resolved: that the members of our Order 
€ exhorted to purchase American made goods where possible 
and to exert their influence to have others do likewise. 


In this your Committee concurs. 


_Commander Smith:—You have heard this report. What 
action will you take? 


Brother Conger [25] :—I move you it be acceptel. 
Seconded by a Brother. 
Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—This resolution is from the Com- 


mittee on Program and Policy and is in reference to a Mid- 
Winter Conference. 
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Be it Resolved—that this Department under the direction 
of our Department Officers arrange for a mid-winter conference, 
same to be held in some center outside of Boston. This con- 
ference to be similar in form to our annual encampment. 


Your Committee recommends this. We believe good, will 
come from such a conference. It is well worth trying. There- 
fore we recommend its concurrence. 


Commander Smith:—What is your action? 


Brother L. W. Knox [S.V.D.C.] :—I move you the report be 
accepted. 


Seconded by a Brother. 
Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—We have here a resolution from 
Camp 150 of New Bedford. 


Resolved: That it is the sense of this convention that in 
future selections of business and visiting committees at our 
annual encampments, only one member from any camp may be 
appointed on the whole list, and that so far as possible each 
year different camps be honored by the appointment of a mem- 
ber to these committees. 


Your Committee concurs in the spirit of the Resolution, to 
discourage, so far as it is practicable, the appointment of same 
members on several committees, or to include several members 
of the same Camp on one committee. The duties of Committees 
vary widely, and it is usually difficult for a member to divide 
his time and effort without disadvantage to the task assigned 
him. Then, too, it is well to spread the representation rather 
broadly, to get Department-wide view-points, if possible. That 
constitutes a recommendation of concurrence. 


Commander Smith:—Has anyone anything to offer on this 
resolution? This calls for binding a Commander down to ap- 
pointing only one member in any Camp to a Committee. 


Brother C. A. White [P.D.C.]:—Does that mean that only 
one man from a certain Camp can be appointed on any Com- 
mittee and that no other man in that Camp can be appointed 
on any other Committee ? 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—The Committee did not mean 
to convey that impression. They objected to several members 
of any Camp to be on one Committee. 


Commander Smith:—The way I look at it only one man 
from any Camp can be appointed: 
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Secretary Palmer:—As I read it, it says that only one mem- 
ber from any Camp may be appointed on the whole list. 


Brother Webber [150]:—As I was one of the men who 
helped draft that resolution I would like to explain it. No 
brother shall have more than one appointment and also that one 
Camp cannot have more than one man on any Committee. If 
there is one brother on three Committees he cannot attend to 
all the duties. It is not a criticism of any brothers who have 
been working hard and faithfully. I do not believe we can pin 
a Commander down to it but it is the sense of the resolution that 
it can be so arranged that the Committee shall represent a wide 
variety of Camps and Brothers. 


Brother G. H. Hill [79]:—While I agree with the spirit of 
this resolution I am afraid it will nct work out very well. There 
are certain brothers who have means and leisure time to serve 
on these Committees and work out the various problems of this 
Convention and if we spread this too much we are liable to get 
men who have good resolutions to serve on Committees but are 
not able to do so. I think the line is too closely drawn. I agree 
that it would be a fine thing if every Camp could be repre 
sented on Committees in this Convention but I doubt if it would 
be practical. It takes a man who has the means and time to 
give to those Committees. Many of us have not. Therefore, I 
should vote against the resolution. 


_ Commander Smith:—I should like to call your attention to 
this fact; that there are about 60 appointments to make. 


Brother White:—The way I understand this resolution reads 
is that if a member is appointed from Camp 50 on the Resolutions 
Committee there can also be another member of the Camp on the 
Visitation Committee. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—As long as it has entered the 
Stage of a debate we had better re-read it. 


Resolved: That it is the sense of this convention that in 
future selections of business and visiting committees at our al- 
nual encampments, only one member from any camp may be 
appointed on the whole list, and that so far as possible each year 
different camps be honored by the appointment of a member 
to these committees. ° , 


Commander Smith:—Anyone who has had this job will 
eee that it is a pretty hard job to get 25 men to say they will 
work. 


Brother C. A. White [P.D.C.]:—Do I understand that the 
Committee concurs in this? 
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Brother Harry F. Weiler:—That is what the Camp is recom- 
mending and the Committee is making a recommendation at 
variance with it. 

Brother Wm. T. Tisdale [89] :—I do not see any great trouble 
with that. The Department Commander has a duty to perform 
and if he cannot get it from one Camp you have to get it from 
another. Why not let it go through just as it is and let the 
Department Commander do the best he can under the circum- 
stances? 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—The Committee is not concurring 
but we say we concur in the spirit [and here he re-reads the 
resolution |. 

A Brother:—I move the action of the Committee be sus- 
tained. 

Seconded by several Brothers. 

A Brother :—I believe there are a few here who do not know 
what they are voting on. 

Commander Smith:—I do not know how it can be explained 
any clearer. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—Has anyone called for a reading 
of this recommendation and report? 


Secretary Palmer:—Do you want this read over again? 
A Brother :—No, read the recommendation. 


Ancther Brother:—Do we understand that the Committee 
concurs? 


Brother Harry F. Weiler :—No, only in the spirit of it. Either 
take the vote or not. 


Commander Smith:—We will take the vote; those in favor 
say aye. Ayes 64; Nos 9. : 


Commander Smith :—It is declared adopted. 
Brother Harry F. Weiler:—This resolution from Camp 6 of 
Beverly. 


Whereas: The present method of having district com- 
manders places a burden on a brother faithfully performing the 
duties of the office of both time and money, therefore be it 


Resolved: That the incoming department commander look 
into the advisability of substituting deputy commander for the 
district commanders. Each camp to have the privilege of re- 
questing the appointment of a brother selected by the camp but 
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the department commander to have the power to appoint another 
brother if he deems it best. The deputy commander to have super- 
vision over the camp for the year and make reports to the de- 
partment commander. He shall also act as installing officer. 


Each Department Commander is given the power to select 
a group of agents or representatives in any number he wishes, 
to work with him in his efforts to benefit the Camps. Different 
Department Commanders have tried different plans, none of 
which have functioned perfectly. Our retiring Department Com- 
mander, too, has studied this matter very carefully and is making 
suggestions to this Encampment, based upon his observations. 


: ae ” 
We recommend that the suggestion of “deputy commanders 


be given to the incoming Department Commander, without deh- 
nite endorsement. 


; In the matter of requiring that a ‘‘deputy commander” act 
as installing officer, we do not believe that this should be man- 


datory, but merely suggestive. We do not concur in this recom- 
mendation. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard the report of your 
Committee, What is your pleasure with it? 


A Brother:—I move its adoption. 


Brother Harry D. Sisson [P. C.-in-C.] :—I second the motion 
he adoption of the report of the Committee in non-concurrence, 
Let’s stand behind the Commander; let him appoint Commit 
tees whom he thinks he can depend upon to do the work. I think 
it is best for the Commander and the Encampment itself to 
Sts it in the hands of the Commander whom they elect to 
administer their laws, and leave it to him to do it. 


fort 


Brother Perkins, [6] :—I am the one that made this resolu- 
Tam doing it only for the good of this Order. We have tried 
to get to a Camp for an inspection and could not find anyone 
or an inspection. This scheme of a deputy has worked’ well in 
another organization to which I formerly belonged. It does not 
tay the Department Commander or give him reason to believe 
ceed he should run all over Massachusetts to visit Camps and 
gives him more time for the work of the Organization, I feel 
this deputy commander would be a direct contact between the 
Camp and the Commander and I believe it will work out to the 
best interests of the Organization. In regard to the installing 
officers part of it, the only object of that was that the Camp 
and installing officer would know ahead of time who it would be 
and could make the proper appointment. I believe that some 
part of this scheme could be worked out to the betterment of this 


tion, 
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Organization. This resolution does not tie the Department Com- 
mander down. It merely gives the incoming Department Com- 
mander something to work on and plan for the coming year. 


Commander Smith:—Has anyone else anything to say om 
the question? Are you ready for tha vote on the report of the 
Committee. Those in favor of sustaining the report of the Com- 
mittee say aye. It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler :—Now, we have another resolution 
from Camp 6 of Beverly which is most complicated but I will 
try to make it as brief as possible. 


Whereas: Many of the smaller camps are having a hard 
time to meet their obligations and in many cases the per capita 
tax has been paid by a patriotic brother in order that the officers 
could be installed and 


Whereas: We believe that it is easier to reinstate a member 
from suspension than it is to prevail on him to renew his mem- 
bership and 


Whereas: We believe that it is for the best interests of the 
order that a change be made in the method of handling of delin- 
quent members therefore be it 


Resolved: That the Massachusetts delegation to the next 
national encampment be instructed to secure if possible, the 
changing of the Constitution and Regulations so as to provide for 
the suspension of members who are six months in arrears for 
dues. So that Section 3, Article 2, Chapter 1 be changed to read 
as follows or similar thereto: 


Any member who is six months in arrears in the payment 
of his dues may by vote of the camp be suspended and any 
member whose terms of arrears and suspension amount to one 
year may by vote of the camp be dropped. During the term 
of suspension the member shall not have any of the privileges ot 
membership and the camp will not. be required to pay per Cap- 
ita tax on him. A dropped member may be admitted into the 
Order by reinstatement at an admission or reinstatement fee as 
may be provided by Camps; he shall be reported on the pre- 
scribed quarterly forms as reinstated and per capita tax paid in 
the quarter such member is reinstated. No membership. fee shall 
be paid on reinstated members. 


Regulations providing a method of suspension of member- 
ship on account of arrears in dues, to be later followed by the 
dropping of such suspended members, is a form that was aban- 
doned by our Order many years ago. Usually a member was 
not suspended until his dues were at least one year in arrears, 
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and such action was taken when the dropping of the member 
was a foregone conclusion. We do not believe that a system of 
suspension of members will work to the advantage of the Camps, 
or the Order for many reasons. Camps can ease the amount of 
dues payable by any unfortunate members, and should do so 
in all worthy instances. We do not concur in the adoption of a 
plan for suspending of members. 


yt We do, however, concur in that part of the Resolution pro- 
viding that a dropped member may be re-instated, but this is 
already provided by temporary legislation of the Order. This 
should be made permament, and should include provision for the 
Re-instatement of honorably discharged members, as well. 


Commander Smith:—-You have heard the reading of this 


peo anon and the report of the Committee. What is your pleas- 
ure? i 


_ A Brother:—I move that the report and the recommenda- 
tions be adopted. 


’ 


Seconded by several Brothers. 
‘Commander Smith :—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


‘ Brother Harry F. Weiler:—Your Committee has no further 
resolutions and wishes to return to private life. 


Brother Libby :—I have a resolution which I have been 
asked to present this morning. 


Resolved: That this Encampment, in recognition of the 
generous publicity accorded during the past year to the Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts, Sons of Union, Veterans of the Civil 
War, particularly regarding notices of the radio programs at- 
Tanged by the Department Radio Committee through publication 
of same by the Boston Globe, Boston Post, Boston American 
and other newspapers of Boston, hereby expresses to such pub- 


ishers and their editors its sincere gratitude for their valued 
cooperation. 


4 Be it further Resolved: That a copy of this Resolution be 
Orwarded to each of the above-named publications. 


ie Brother Beckman [17] :—Could not that be voted on without 
going to the Resolutions Committee? If so, I move it be adopted. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—As Chairman of that Committee, 
I doubt very much if it is any matter which requires very serious 
consideration. I think it should be unanimous and will be will- 
ing to speak on behalf of my brother Committee members. 


Brother Beckman [17]:—I move you the Resolution be 
adopted. 


[ 86 ] 


Seconded by several. 
Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Guard:—There is a delegation of three Daughters of Union 
Veterans awaiting admittance. 


Commander Smith:—I will ask Brothers Weiler, Bronsdon 
and Libby to act as escorts. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—Commander, it is my pleasure 
to introduce to you the chairman of the delegation from the 
Massachusetts Daughters of Union Veterans from the Civil War, 
Miss Nina L., Littlefield,Past National President. 


Brother Bronsdon:—Commander, it is an honor for me to 
present Past Department President of the Department of Massa- 
chusetts Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and 
sister of our Commander-in-Chief, Miss Kirschgassner. 


Brother Libby :—At this time I take great pleasure in intro- 
ducing Mrs. F. . Martin, Past Department President of the 
Daughters of Union Veterans. 


Commander Smith:—Sisters, on behalf of this Encampment 
it is a great pleasure to welcome you here this morning 
Brothers, will you please escort them to this platform? 


Commander Smith:—Brothers, at this time I know you are 
very happy to have our sisters with us and it gives me great 
pleasure to introduce to you Miss Littlefield, Past National 
President, who will speak to us. 


Sister Littlefield:—Brother Commander, Brothers and Sis- 
ters. According to Billy Anderson we are really the angels com- 
ing to you now. He came to our Convention and called us 
angels but we are very much alive but we have come as the 
Daughters and one of the members of a large family, and we 
have come from a very busy Convention to bring greetings to 
you in a very busy Convention. We know that time is of the 
essence in organizations of this like so we are going to make 
our speeches famous, not for oratory but for brevity. I brought 
the cream of the angels, Sister Kirschgassner. I am proud of our 
past and am confident of our future. I know that the Daughters 
and the Sons are going to be loyal to the memories of our 
fathers. I know our organization is going to be unswerving in 
its loyalty and love to the G. A. R. We should be the proudest 
people in the world because we have been chosen to uphold the 
flag our fathers served-,I do want to congratulate you, Massa- 
chusetts Sons of Veterans, in your choice of Commander-in- 
Chief. Department Commader, I am bringing you the greetings 
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of your Sisters of the Massachusetts Department. I hope your 
Convention has been successful; that you have achieved all you 
hoped to and my Department President asked me to present 
this to you with her compliments and love from a sister to a 
brother. [Applause.] 


4 Commander Smith:—Sister Littlefield, will you kindly take 
ack to your President my heartfelt thanks for this. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—Now, Brothers, Sister Littlefield has 
referred to the “cream of the angels’: This Sister is not a 
stranger to any of us. Her brother is our Commander-in-Chief 
and nothing can give greater pleasure than to present our Com- 
mander-in-Chief’s sister, Past Department President of the 
Daughters of Union Veterans, Sister Kirschgassner. 


Sister Kirschgassner:—Thank you, Brothers. Department 
Commander Smith, Brothers and Sisters; it is a very proud 
moment of my life to stand here as the sister of your Com- 
ele Oe What we need is to increase our membership, 
anne in Siete of the young people that will, twenty-five years 

m now, be the old faithfuls. If the Daughters and Sons are 
fae a ps have to fill up the ranks. ; Now, Brothers, see 
el 18 y new members you can get in. Get your sons, 
I P ews, grandsons, interested and see if it cannot be done. 
ey your membership as well as being faithful yourself, be- 
ause trom the cradle of the future our Order goes on. Thank 
you. [Applause.] 2. 3 


wei Commander Smith:—I am sure that reflects the same spirit 
oyalty and love of our good Commander-in-Chief. 


; Commander Smith:—Brothers, I now have the honor to 
Present Sister Martin. 


mopieteaiee Martin :—Brothers, Commander, you have heard 
“skimmed mille”, Tt the angels”. Now you will hear from the 
very glad to | Pe is the first time I have been here. Jam 
well i ae Re. nee and bring my own personal greetings, as 
Degaranene pees; vee our | ast N ational President and our Past 
fee Galen gee ent, Sisters Nina and Elizabeth. We certainly 
they will ae ae no one can rise above. Years from now 
siantedhee ee i pide to what you Sons and we Daughters 
srieitilil apes Serehre aus If it were not for our fathers where 
the ideals for ae ee And it is up to us to give to the youth 
ae re ee ae ich we stand. J thank you for the privilege 

: g§ here and Brother Smith, I am sure you are having 
a very successful Convention. [Applausé. | . 3 ae 


Commander Smi i 
mith:—Thank you, Sister Marti yas & 
pleasure to hear from you. hae art, 
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Guard:—There is a Greetings Committee of two Ladies of 
the G. A. R. 


Commander Smith:—Just a minute, please. At this time 
these sisters are busy and wish to retire. Will Past Commander- 
in-Chief H. D. Sisson please respond to the Daughters? 


Brother Harry D. Sisson responded. 
The delegation withdraws. 


Commander Smith [36]:—I appoint Brother Tisdale and 
Smith as escorts to the Ladies of the G. A. R. 


Brother Tisdale [89] :—It is my pleasure to introduce Mrs. 
Webb, Past Department President of the Ladies of the G. A. R. 


Brother Smith:—It is an honor for me to present Mrs. Walls, 
Past Department President of the Ladies of the G. A.R. 


Commander Smith :—Sister Webb, it gives me great pleasure, 
on behalf of the Encampment to welcome you here. At this time, 
Brothers, we are again honored by having with us representa~ 
tives of another splendid Organization, who are doing wonderful 
work in the same cause that we are working for, representa- 
tives of the G.A.R. At this time it gives me great pleasure to 
introduce to you [Past Department President of the G. A. R. 
Ladies, Sister Webb. 

Sister Webb :—Department Commander, Officers and mem- 
bers, it is my privilege today to extend to you the greetings of 
the Department of the Massachusetts Ladies’ of the G. A. R. and 
I surely appreciate the honor that my Department President 
conferred on me. We, the Ladies of the G. A. R., are blood kin 
relatives, the same as you are to the G. A. R. and we are all 
working for the same cause. My association with your Organ- 
ization has been most splendid. I wish for your Department 
Commander a very happy Convention and our Department Pres- 
ident extends to you her personal greetings and this little gift 
and wishes for you the very best Convention ever. | thank you. 
[Applause. | ‘i 


Commander Smith:—Sister Webb, please take back t 
Department President the best wishes of this Convention. 


oO your 


Commander Smith :—I now have the pleasure of introducing 


to you another Past Department President, Mrs. Ross. 


Sister Ross:—I am glad to be here. I am not going to take 
up a great deal of your time. Iam not much of a speech maker; 
I am better at working than making speeches. | thank you. 
[Applause. | ; 
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Commander Smith :—Sisters, we, thank you for the splendid 
words you have said to us. At this time I am going to ask Past 
Commander-in-Chief Homan to respond. 


Brother Homan responded. 
The delegation withdraws. 


_ Commander Smith:—I have just received a telegram. Please 
give it your close attention. 


Commander Sons of Veterans, Hotel Bradford. 


a Ree ese aeron of every Veteran should be maintained 

nenieere. a) n event no son survives special provision for 

ee ees be considered. Appreciate your bringing matter 

Wein ion at Convention. Personally would represent two 
ncles; both gave their lives for cause. 


F. W. HAMILTON; 


14-Somerset road, Brookline, Mass. 


What is your pleasure? 


say aad Harry F. Weiler:—I move that the telegram be 
ace a matter of record and no action taken thereon. 


Seconded by several Brothers. 
Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


ne Brother Ryder [34]:—Would not it be better to, have that 
elegram acknowledged or would that not be necessary? 


done mmander Smith:—If there is no objection this will be 


suse Harry F. Weiler:—We will be glad to have the 
ator notified that it will be accepted into our records. 


leatnse William L. Anderson, Sr.:—Brothers, there is a 
er 1 wish to bring to your attention. 


Commander and Brothers: 


ye Une Annual Encampment of the Mass. Dept. Sons 
by Win. L Wate of the Civil War, a suggestion was offered 
Bera he ve nd aeons Jr, present Patriotic Instructor, that some 
aennea en by the incoming Department Commander, con~ 
< § the possibility of having a highway or parkway, named 
in honor of the Grand Army of the Republic. ; 
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Past Commander-in-Chief, Harry Sisson, Past Commander- 
in-Chief Fred E. Bolton and Past Senior Vice Commander-in- 
Chief W. L. Anderson were appointed as a committee to con- 
sider the proposition. We have investigated the possibility and 
report progress to this Encampment. 

There are some highways in existence such as Route 128 
and other short Highways which we believe we could have 
properly named at the present time. 

There are 4 large highways: one from Worcester to Provi- 
dence, and the others in the direction of Cape Cod which the 
Public Works Department of the State has proposed. Bids for 
these highways have not been considered, because the budget 
is not yet settled. 

The committee believes that it will be worth while to 
wait for the construction of the large highways above men- 
tioned, and feel sure that with your co-operation when notified 
that this proposition will be successful. We feel it a certainty. 

Your committee requests the endorsement of this project 
by this convention, and that the committee be continued and 
be permitted to carry this on to a successful conclusion, if such 
be possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. L. ANDERSON 
HARRY SISSON 
. FRED E. BOLTON 


Commander Smith:—What is your pleasure? 


Brother Laird [17]:—I make a motion that the report be 
accepted as one of progress. 


Seconded by several Brothers. 

Brother Fuller:—Might I ask that the Committee be con- 
tinued for this? 

Brother Laird:—I made this a motion of progres 
the Committee is still in force. 

Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 

Brother Webster :—Your Greetings Committee to the Wom- 
an’s Relief Corps fulfilled its duty and brings back to this Con- 
vention the greetings of the Woman’s Relief Corps. 

Brother Richardson:—The Committee on Officers 
is ready to report. 

Guard :—Commander, the Commander-in-Chief js in waiting 
with two comrades of the G. A. R. 


s, therefore 


’ Reports 
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_ Commander Smith:—I will ask Brothers Bolten, Harry D. 
Sisson and Harry F. Weiler to act.as escorts. 


Guard :—The National President of the Auxiliary is here also. 


: Commander Smith:—Will Brother Bronsdon escort the Na- 
tional President? 


Brother Bolton:—It is a very great honor to present our 


distinguished guest and Commander-in-Chief, of the G. A. R, 
Alfred E. Stacey. 


Brother Harry D. Sisson:—It is my pleasure to introduce 
Comrade Lincoln. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—I have the pleasure of introducing 
our Commander-in-Chief, Frank L. Kirschgassner. 


Brother Bronsdon:—It is indeed a pleasure for this Con- 
Nae to receive as its guest on this occasion, Mrs. Sautter, 
National President of the Auxiliary. 


Commander Smith:—Brothers, I believe this is one of the 
most distinguished Greetir Committees the Sons of Union 


Veterans have ever received and on behalf of this Encampment, ie 
welcome you. 


Commander Smith:—Once again, Brothers, we are honored 
and Inspired and thrilled with the presence of the Commander-in- 
Chief and one other of those whom we know so well and have 
earned so to love for the services they have rendered to all 
mankind, the Comrades of the G. A. R. We also are honored 
with the presence of our Commander-in-Chief and also particu- 
arly honored with the presence of that splendid woman, an en- 
thusiastic worker for our Organization and for the G. A. R., the 
National President of our Organization, Mrs. Sautter. We are 


a aceaet - ; 3 A 
W going to hear the words of the Commander-in-chief of the 
i, 


@ Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. Alfred E. Stacey :— 
fee and Comrades, it is your duty to keep green in the 
oe a memories of your fathers, unalloyed, untouched and 
thse Sail ‘1 here is one question that has come up and that is 

at question of the “will business’. I cannot understand why 
ae sheila expect that we, as members of the G.A.R., should 
an JUp. one successors for making disposal of property, etc., of 
the oo R. What is the use of fussing about these technicali- 
uses Suppose you pass a resolution now to give to the Sons 
wos there is. Wouldn’t it be just as legal for a Camp to annul 
it? I believe that the Sons are the backbone of keeping the 


[92 ] 


memory of your fathers green and trust it will always be that 
way and the public expects it of you and as long as it does, 
just so long will you stand to the front. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Smith:—I am now going to introduce to you 
another of the Comrades that you all know. He needs no intro- 
duction to us. You will all be interested to hear from Senior Vice 
Commander-in-Chief, Comrade Lincoln. [Applause.] 

Senior Vice Ccmmander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. Lincoln :— 
Boys, I thank you. I thought half an hour ago we had got 
through making calls. We got in here yesterday and got up in 
the radio room for about three quarters of an hour and that 
knocked my schedule high and flat. My responsibility on this 
trip is not to find fault but to carry out the orders of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Thank you. [Applause.] 

Commander Smith:—At this time | know you are all going 
to be interested in or National President and the message that 
she is going to bring to you and it gives me great pleasure to 
introduce our National President, Sister Sautter. 

Sister Sautter:—Commander, Brothers and distinguished 
guests, this is not the only organization of the Sons of Veterans 
I have talked to, but I have been talking in the last 25,000 miles 
to groups of the Sons of Veterans each day in my travels, and 
their Auxiliaries, trying to instill into the minds of the Sons of 
Veterans what you stand for, what the G. A. R. wants you to 
stand for, what they want you to do. They want you to carry 
on the work for them and with them as long as they live and 
after they have passed on. The picture of the G. A. R. should 
remain in our minds as long as we live. We cannot do too 
much for them. We cannot work too hard for them. Our Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. told us yesterday that he could 
not talk much but he could work and I feel the same way. Work 
has been my motto this year. I hope that all the work I have 
been doing for you and your Commander this year is going to 
prove successful, because we, the two organizations, the Sons 
and your Auxiliary, stand fast with the G. A. R. We want to 
assist you with your work so that you can be the first to pick 
up the work as they lay it down. You should be strong. You 
here in Massachusetts have a wonderful field to work in. I am 
pleased with you in not dropping your members. If you are 
going to lose your good, true, loyal members, it is going to be 
hard to get them back again. Keep the Auxiliaries interested 
and if you haven’t one in your Camps, for goodness sake, organ- 
ize one for the strength of your Camps depends upon your 
Auxiliaries. When I left home, my husband John said, “Remem- 
ber me to all the boys in Massachusetts.” I want to bring you 
the greetings from the National Organization of the Sons of 
Union Veterans Auxiliary. [Applause.] 
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Commander Smith:—Brothers, I know that our Commander- 
in-Chief has another word or two to say to us. At this time, 
without further introduction, I present our Commander-in-Chief, 
Brother Kirschgassner, 


Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirschgassner : —-Commander, 
honored Comrades and Brothers:—I am not going to detain you. 
We came from Faneuil Hall, where all National heads assembled 
this morning. Iam happy to have had the privilege of bringing 
this splendid lady who is doing so much for our organization. I 
am sure we will heed her words so that the faith they have placed 
in us will not be found wanting. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—Will Past Commander-in-Chief Fred 
E. Bolton, respond? 


Brother Fred E, Bolton responded. 


Commander Smith:—The delegation feels it must leave us 
now. [Delegation withdraws. | 


_ Brother G. H. Hill [79] :—I move we adjourn until 2 o'clock 
this afternoon and take up the Officers’ Reports at that time. 


Seconded by several Brothers. 
Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Adjourned at 12:50. 
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FOURTH SESSION 
Wednesday, April 10, 1935, 2.20 P. M. 


Commander Smith :—Will the Brothers please come to order? 
And will the guards assume their stations? Also, the guide will 
ascertain if all are entitled to remain. Will Brother Fuller act 
as outside guard? li there are any brothers that have not had 
their certificates certified, will you please bring them to the Sec- 
retary at once. 

Guide :—All are entitled to remain, 


Commander Smith:—At this time we will take up the read- 
ing of the Officers’ Reports where we leit off. 

Brother Richardson:—Reads Report of Committee on Of- 
ficers’ Reports. \ 

We will now take up the recommendations in the Depart- 
ment Commander's report. 

A. That assistance to the Grand Army.“be continued in a 
sum consistent with the best interests of both Departments , 
remembering that the G. A. R. Fund is now but $1,864. 

I move the adoption of that. 


Commander Smith:—If there are no objections offered these 
recommendations of this Committee will be accepted. It will be 
so recorded. That will be my ruling. 

Brother Richardson :—Continuing: 

B. That the G. A. R. Highway Committee, as now ap- 
pointed, be continued. 


C. That the interest money from the Permanent Fund be 
transferred to the General Fund as has been done for the past 
two years. 


D. ‘That an appropriation of $25.00 be made, which may be 
used for necessary expenses of radio broadcasts. 


E. That an appropriation of $15.00 be made to cover the 
telephone expenses of the Department Commander. 


F. That an item of $35.00 be added to the budget for the 
use of the Soldiers’ Home Committee for the Sunday Memorial 
service which it was the sense of the Encampment should be 
continued this year. 
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G. That the Encampment appoint a Committee consisting 
of Brothers Weiler, Anderson, Sr., and Palmer, to investigate 
as to what recommendations they would make to reduce the 
present number of eleven Camp books containing the records, 
etc., in the interest of economy of time, space and money. 


Commander Smith:—If there are no objections we will de- 
clare these recommendations adopted. 


Brother Richardson:—Brother Sweet has not signed this 
report. Will he come up and sign it? 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other Committees to 
report? 


Brother Fuller:—The Visiting Committee to the Ladies of 
the G. A. R. has fulfilled its duties and the President wishes to 
be remembered to this organization and especially requests that 
she be remembered to the Worcester delegates. 

Commander Smith:—We have heard the Committee on the 
Officers’ Reports. Has the Committee on Rules and Regulations 
anything to report? 

Brother Charles Moran:—The Committee on Rules and Reg- 
ulations has no business referred to it. 


Commander Smith:—We have the Committee on Restoration 
of Past Rank, Brother Hale, to hear from. 
A Brother:—He has gone out. 
Commander Smith:—We have the Committee on Ritual and 
Ceremonies, P.D.C. Addison A. Quinn, to hear from. 
A Brother:—He is not here. 


Commander Smith:—I have an announcement here of the 
death of Comrade Robert L. Crampton who died last night 
at the Soldiers’ Home. 


Brother Beckman:—I move you the Convention rise one 
moment in silence. 

Seconded by a Brother. 

[Convention stands in silence for a moment. ] 

Commander Smith:—Is there any other Committee ready to 
Teport now? If not we will go on to unfinished business until 
they are. Is there any unfinished business? We will have to 


tefer to these Committees again when they come in. We will 
then take up new business. 


Commander Smith:—I would like the Credential Committee 
to report now and I would like to call your attention to the 
delegates. We are allowed 50 and have only half our number 
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nominated now. I wish any Brothers who have nominations for 
the delegates to the National Encampment will place their 
names now. Let’s give Massachusetts here a 50-voice vote in the 
National Encampment, Remember you must have your delegates 
signed by two Brothers of your Camp. Is the Credentials Com- 
mittee ready yet? 


Chairman Farrell of Credentials Committee:—Yesterday 
there were 128 present; at the present there are as follows: 
Commanders-in-Chief 1 
Past Commanders-in-Chief 2 
Department Commanders il 
Past Department Commanders 2 


Sitting Commanders 16 
Past Camp Commanders 5+ 
Delegates 40 
Alternates 8 
Total 124 
Previous Total 128 
Making’ Total 252 


Brother William L. Anderson, Jr.:—I have had a proposition 
placed in my hands this afternoon and find it difficult to present 
it in such a way to take any action on it. However, it is of 
such importance that I should tell you about it and see if you 
can present some motion that might take care of this situation. 
This is a special bill in the Congressional record of Hilton Fish, 
Jr., of New York. In effect he has requested Congress to have a 
monument erected at the expense of the United States Govern- 
ment of Robert E. Lee and placed in Arlington Cemetery. That 
is practically the gist of this proposition. 1 have here a letter, 
stating that these people would like our Convention to draw up 
a resolution showing that we do not favor this movement. Now, 
there might be a difference of opinion and I express my, pet 
sonal opinion when I say that although we do wish to draw 
the North and the South more closely together and although 
we do admire the Southern General, I believe that we should not 
take money out of the United States Treasury and build a monu- 
ment in. memory of a man who has fought against the flag of 
the U. S. A. As E say, I had very little time to give this con- 
sideration but that is the story in brief and if you feel you would 
like to have a Committee appointed during the coming year and 
proceed on this proposition to draw up a resolution and have it 
presented to Congress that is entirely up to you brothers, hut I 
did think it of sufficient importance to present it to you at this 
time. 
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Commander Smith:—You have heard the remarks on this 
proposition. What do you wish to do with it? 

Brother Winchell:—I move you we authorize the incoming 
Department Commander to appoint a Committee of three, of 
which William L. Anderson, Jr., shall be one, to consider this 
letter brought before us today and take such action along the 
lines of which he has already spoken, if they see fit. 

Seconded by several Brothers. 

Commander Smith:—It has been regularly moved and sec- 
onded. It is a vote and I so declare it. 

A Brother:—Before, that motion goes through I move that 
we do not favor appropriating any sum for the United States 
to purchase a monument for Robert E. Lee. 

Seconded by several Brothers. 

Commander Smith:—It has regularly gone on record that we 
do not favor the appropriating of any sum for a monument for 
Robert E. Lee by the United States Government. 

Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 

Brother Fuller:—I have here an endorsement from the Plym- 
outh County Camp. , 

April 10, 1933. 
Mass. Dept. S. U. V. of C. W., Hotel Bradford: 

Plymouth County Association S. U. V. C. W. at Rockland, 
February 12th, endorses the following: 

That the Department Secretary is hereby instructed to have 
ae flyer of the newly elected and appointed Department Officers 
printed and distributed, same to be pasted in Department Roster. 

Signed Committee, 
JR. VICE COM. EVERETT M. ATTWOOD, 67, 
WILLIAM O. FULLER, 35, 
GEORGE R. BECKMAN, 17. 


Secretary Palmer:—May I ask for information? \Vhat does 
that ‘word “immediately” mean in this instance? 

Brother Webber [150] :—Isn’t it possible to do that in the 
General Orders sent out by the Commander? 

Commander Smith:—Brothers. you hear this action by the 

Plymouth County Association. It said “immediately” but it is a 
physical impossibility to prepare them that quickly. 
i Secretary Palmer :—It said “immediately”. It is an absolute 
impossibility to do it. I am glad to do it as soon as possible but 
you all know it is sometimes two, three or four weeks before 
you get staff officers appointed, to say nothing about District 
Commanders, I will be glad to do it but to do it “immediately” 
1s impossible. Why not change the word? 
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——— 


——_—_— 


Brother Fuller:—The last two years it was some time, prob- 
ably on account of finances, and it leaves the incoming Depart- 
ment Commander and staff working without a roster until the 
latter part of February or the first of March, 


Secretary Palmer:—One more word. It was not a matter of 
finances. It was because, two years ago we had some 65 District 
Commanders, all of whom were not appointed: until early Fall, 
just before the election of the Camp officers. It was ridiculous 
to issue a roster which was to be soon discontinued. With a 
smaller number of District Commanders they can be put out 
sooner, but if anyone has the job of trying to select and get 60 
odd district commanders you will know it cannot be done im- 
mediately. That is just in explanation, 


Commander Smith:—The word “immediately” has been 


crossed off and you heard the motion. 


Brother Fuller:—We probably can do without the District 
Commanders because the roster we now have does not contain it. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard the motion that these 
be printed. It has been regularly moved and seconded. It is a 
yote and I so declare it. 


Commander Smith:—We are now under new business. We 
have to elect officers; are you ready to proceed to the election 
of officers? I am ready to entertain a motion to that effect. 


Brother Skehan [16]:—I make a motion that we proceed to 
the election of officers. 


Seconded by several. 


Commander Smith:—AIl those in favor; those opposed. It 
is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother Webster:—I desire to make a statement. Mr. Com- 
mander, Brothers of the 53rd Annual Encampment of the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War, for more than thirty years 
I have been an honored member of this organization. [ have con- 
tributed of my money, time and strength to uphold the G. A. 
R. I have always been a true Son of Veteran. Ii the interests 
of harmony and the good of the Order I withdraw as a candi- 
date for Department Commander at this Convention. 


Commander Smith:—The nomination for Department Com- 
mander is now in order. 


Brother Dunlevy [17] :—It is with a great deal of honor that 
Icome before this organization today to bring in the nomination 
of a man who needs no introduction, who has served thirty 
years in the service of our organization, a man who has been 
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tireless in his efforts, un'stinting in the spending of money in our 
behalf, whose sterling qualities are known this State over; whose 
deeds stand out, as a man most satisfactory for this honorable 
position to which he is about to be nominated. There is no doubt 
in the minds of the Plymouth County Camp as to this man’s 
fitness for the office, and I take great pleasure in bringing before 
you the name of Thomas L. Crawford of Brockton for Depart- 
ment Commander. 


Commander Smith:—Is that nomination seconded? 


Brother William L. Anderson, Jr. [79] :—Commander Smith 
‘and Members of this Convention, I come before you to second 
the nomination of Brother Thomas Crawford. I don’t come here 
from the group of Past Department Commanders who have ren- 
-dered loyal service to your organization in the past and who 
have paved the way and destiny of this organization, but as @ 
young officer who has been going through the Department this 
year and has been placed in a position which gave me, as as 
sisting the Department Commander. and the District Command- 
€Ts, a position to view the various individuals in our organi- 
zation and work and there were two outstanding men in out 
organization as District Commander and one of them was my 
fiend, Tom Crawford. I wag pleased to see that this man had 
the modern conception of patriotism. I sincerely hope that you 


Brothers will make this man Department Commander. [Ap- 
plause.] 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations for 
Department-Commander? 


Brother Fred E. Bolton:—Ordinarily I would not even offer 
the simple motion that I am about to offer. I feel quite com- 
Placent, satisfied and rejoiced that this Brother should be put 
up for nomination. I believe that Tom Crawford has earned the 
honor, and never believing that two good brothers should be 
Pitted against each other, I move that the Secretary cast one 
ballot for Tom Crawford as Department Commander. 


[Secretary Palmer cast one ballot.] 


ie Department Commander:—The Secretary has attended to 
is duties and by your ballot you have elected Thomas L. Craw- 


ford Department Commander for the ensuing year by a unani- 
mous vote, F 


_ Department Commander :—Brother Crawford, I would just 
like to have a word on that. ‘That is a pretty good word of en- 
dorsement. 

Brother Thomas L. Crawford [17] :—Brothers, I want to 
thank you for this election and Iam going to do all I possibly can 
for the Order. I am going to work hard and I know what I 
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am up against to a certain extent but not fully. Iam up against 
a year of hard work and anyone accepting this position knows 
there is plenty of work ahead and I will do what I can and I 
want to thank Brother Webster for making the vote unanimous. 
I thank you. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—We will now proceed to the nomina- 
tion of Senior Vice Commander. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P. C.-in-C.]:—Yesterday afternoon it 
was my pleasure to place before you the name of a man for 
this office, a man from the section of the State known as Cape 
Ann. Our State is not one of the largest, but yet sometimes, in 
passing out the offices, it is good to remember that there are 
geographical ‘sections. This‘ man is noted for his fidelity to the 
G. A. R. In order to do that he has to be a loyal Son of a 
Union Veteran. This brother had been serving in a quiet way 
until he was appointed as District Commander. Some men, when 
they get this honor, wear the ribbon and never answer a letter or 
a communication and the Commander realizes he has made a 
mistake. This man belongs to the Camp at Gloucester. His serv- 
ices as District Commander have been outstanding. He has filed 
a report every six months with the Department Commander 
that is the most complete and carefully arranged analysis of the 
Camps in his District, that I ever saw in my experience. There- 
fore, it gives me great pleasure to enter for nomination the name 
of Elias R. Sweet of Gloucester Camp,. for Senior Vice Com- 
mander. [Applause.] 


Brother H. E. Read [30] :—There is no Brother in the Massa- 
chusetts Department of the Sons of Union Veterans that feels 
any more friendly toward Brother Sweet than I do. I believe he 
is a wonderful man for the position, but I have a Brother also 
that I would like to place before the members here today. I 
believe this Brother is well qualified for the office of Senior Vice 
Department Commander. I respectfully place in nomination the 
name of Walter G. Ball of Camp 46. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations for 
Senior Vice Commander? If not, I declare the nomination closed 
for Senior Vice Department Commander. 


Commander Smith:—Nominations .are now in order for 
Junior Vice Department Commander. 


Brother H. H. Hale [P.D.C.] :—There is a man in this organ- 
ization who has given many years of valuable service to us in 
many capacities and it is my great pleasure to place jn nomina- 
tion the name of Brother George A. Derby of Camp 5. 


Nomination seconded by several brothers. 
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Brother Fuller [P.D.C.] :—I wish to place in nomination the 
name of a Brother who has been five years in the membership 
of the organization in the Central part of the State. That town 
had a Camp that did not function, only doing Memorial Day 
work. This Brother got into the organization and brought 27 
members into this organization during my term of office. The 
Brother started with a very small nucleus of a Camp and brought 
it up to its present standing of 76 members. I have nothing 
against Brother Derby but owing to the good work of Brother 
Trask, I want to present to this Encampment his name as a 
candidate as Junior Vice Department Commander. [Applause.] 


Seconded by a Brother. 


Commander Smith:—Are there any other nominations for 
Junior Vice Commander? If not, I declare the nominations for 
Junior Vice Department Commander closed. 

Commander Smith:—Nominations are in order for Depart- 
ment Council. The first nomination will be for one member for 
three years, William T. Tisdale is nominated. 

A Brother:—I move you the nominations for Department 
Council—member for three years—cease. 

Seconded by several. 

Commander Smith:—Nominations are now in order for a 
member of the Department Council for two years. There were 
two names placed in nomination yesterday. 

Brother Harry F. Weiler:—I arise to make the nomination 
of Louis E. Winchell of Camp 80 of Malden, a capable and 
efficient member of the Department. I am pleased to endorse 
the name of Brother Louis E. Winchell of Malden. [Applause.] 

Guard :—Commander, the National President of the Ladies 
of theG. ALR. 

C Commander Smith:—The nomination for a member of the 
Now for two years is still pending; we have two brothers, 
axwell and Winchell. 

A Brother:—I move that the nomination for the member for 
two years cease. : 

Seconded by one or two Brothers. 


Commander Smith:—If there are no further nominations for’ 


Council for two years I declare it’ closed. 

2 Commander Smith:—The member of the Council for. one 

year 1s your humble servant. Are there any other nominations? 

9 Brother E. W. Homan [P. C.-in-C.] :—In view of the fact that 
€re Is one candidate I do not believe anyone else would desire 


to run for that office, I make a motion that the nomination 
ceases. 
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Seconded by several brothers. 
Commander Smith :—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Commander Smith:—Now, on the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory 
Commission, Brother C. W. Parker has been nominated. Are 
there any other nominations? If not, I will declare the nomina- 


tions closed. 


Commander Smith:—On the Trustee-of the G. A. R. Fund, 
Brother Harry D. Sisson has been nominated. Are there any 
other nominations? If not, I will declare the nomination closed. 


Commander Smith:—That concludes the nominations for 
officers. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—I move, in those instances where 
there is only one nomination [such as seen on the ballot] that 
they be declared unanimously elected at this time. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard this motion. Those in 
favor say aye, those opposed. It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Commander Smith :—Will Brother Charles Moran escort the 
National President of the Ladies of the G. A. R. to this station? 


Brother Charles Moran:—Department Commander, I have 
the pleasure and honor of presenting to you and through you the 
membets of this Encampment, Mrs. Cook, National President 
of the Ladies of the G. A. R. 


Commander Smith:—Mrs. Cook, on behalf of this Encamp- 
ment and myself, I welcome you here. At this time, Brothers, it 
gives me great pleasure indeed to present to you the National 
head of that splendid organization which is working in the in- 
terests of the G. A. R., doing everything within their power to 
make their remaining days happy and to make sure’ that after 
they have passed on their memory will stay with: us. . It is a 
pleasure for me to present Mrs. Cook, National President of 
the G. A. R. ‘ ‘ Ni 


Mrs. Cook:—Department Commander and members of the 
Sons of Union Veterans organization, I am not going to take up 
very much of your time because you are busy and I am very 
anxious to get back to my own organization but I could not let 
this opportunity pass to come and extend pleasant greetings 
of the Ladies of the G.A.R. Weare proud of this organization 
and are willing to go hand in hand with you along with the 
other allied organizations doing all we can for the Comrades 
of the Civil War. In many instances, where there is no Auxiliary 
of the Sons of Union Veterans, we have been willing to serve 
you in any way possible. I am happy to know your Commander 
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-in-Chief and on many occasions he has followed me around, 
looked me up and told me where I should go and where il 
belonged and to him I say “thank you” and again I thank you 
for the privilege of coming here to greet you. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—We are very happy to have you here 


and I am going to ask : 
ig ask Past Department Commander 
Moran to respond. : eee 


Brother Charles Moran responded. 


i Commander Smith :—Sister Cook does not feel that she can 
emain any longer with us. [Retires.] 


ne Commander Smith:—Past Department Commander Quinn, 
€ you the report on Rituals and Ceremonies? 


Ca Ne have a recommendation to present from Department 
mp Instructor. We move that this be adopted. 


het ae Addison A. Quinn:—It has been proven con- 
ee at schools of instruction held that there are many dis- 
a Hee in our present Ritual and there are parts that are not 
Haas ny with our Constitution. I feel it is up to Massachu- 
aa ee the ball rolling to put our Ritual in proper shape 
nee mmend that a committee of 3 or more if advisable be 
8 ed to make an exhaustive study of our present Ritual 


Mm conj i i ituti 
ae Junction with our Constitution and present their report at 
next encampment. 


2 eoander Smith:—It is moved that this recommendation 
pted. Has anybody anything to say about it? 
Question by several. 


opssecnmander Smith :—Those in favor will answer aye; those 
Sed? It is a vote and I so declare it. 
Brother 


uinn :— i 
a letter ae One more thing, Commander. I have here 


General Landers Camp 72. 
en Salem, 

Dives Peder di. alem, March 12, 1935, 

Brothers: 


Ata ; ‘ 
send this see of Gen. Lander Camp 72 it voted that we 


campimene Sgestion to you to be brought up at the next En- 


cists ee eek go on record as in favor of a dark suit of 
a so at, white gloves and a S f i 
fOr-use i Parades PEARL es a Sons of Union badge 
Yours in F., C, and L., 
J. Py RAY, 


Lester E. Stillman, Commander. Secretary. 
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The Committee has looked this over and does not feel that 
any legislation is required on this; in our ritual concerning 
Memorial Day it specifically states that on parades the brothers 
are to wear just what has been stated in this letter and we feel 
the matter is entirely covered and no legislation is necessary 
by this Encampment. 


Commander Smith:—If I hear no objections this will be 
declared approved. I so declare it. 


Commander Smith:—Is Brother Hale present? 


Commander Smith:—We will now proceed to the election 
of officers. Will Brother Moran have charge of the tellers? Will 
William O. Fuller} Jr. [35]; Nelson’ Towle [62]; W. E. Ricker 
[56]; N. B. Austin [14]; M. B. Ryder [34]; H. P. Shepardson 
[15], and W. G. Burgess [86], please serve with Brother Moran? 


Brother Addison A. Quinn:—I have an announcement to 
make at this time. The 19th of April is a great day in Lexington. 
They have just recently formed a Veterans Council and have 
appointed one of our men on that Board and given them an 
appropriation for this day and there being no G. A. R. in that 
town, the Board has told the Lexington Camp it is up to them 
to lead the second division in the place of the G. A. R. They 
have asked all Sons of Union Veterans to get there in uniform or 
dark clothes, but we want a goodly number there on that 
occasion. Get up a little early will you please, and brush off 
that uniform and meet me there at 9:30 on April 19th? 


Commander Smith:—May I add just a word? I met the 
head of the American Legion in Lexington and he earnestly 
asked me to send a delegation somewhat like they had there 
last year. I told ‘him I did not think he need worry as I thought 
we would have a good showing. 


Secretary Palmer:—On this ballot it’ may hasten things if 
you remember that you do not have to vote on Department 
Commander, Trustees of the G. A. R. Fund or the Soldiers’ Home 
Dormitory Commission. In addition to the delegates given us 
yesterday there have been added today 12 more. 

In order to vote for any of these read they will have to be 
written on in ink or pencil as they cannot appear because the 
ballot was printed last night. 


A Brother:—I move you that the Department Secretary be 
authorized to cast one ballot for the 37 and the incoming De- 
partment Commander be authorized to get any further names 
he can get to go to the Encampment. 


Seconded by several Brothers. 


[105 ] 


Commander Smith:—It is regularly moved and seconded 
that the Department Secretary cast one ballot for the names 
already handed in, 37, and that the Department Commander be 


authorized to appoint 13 more. Those in favor of this: motion 


will say aye. Those) opposed? It is a unanimous vote. 


_Guard:—A_ delegation of three members of the Women’s 
Relief Corps is awaiting admission. 


a Commander Smith:—Will Brother Bolton, Guy Richardson, 
aker of Manchester, N. H., escort them to this station? 


Commander Smith:—The Tellers will please retire to the 
back of the hall to meet Brother Moran. 


ne HGrothey Fred E. Bolton:—I have the honor to present Mrs. 
Ree Rhoder, Chairman of the Greetings Committee of the 
oman’s Relief Corps. 


Brother Baker:—Commander, it is a pleasure for me to 
ee to you and the Encampment Mrs. 'Purcell, of Auxiliary 
of the Massachusetts Department. 


i Brother Guy Richardson:—Commander, I wish to present 
C you and this Convention Mrs. McDonald, Past President of 
orps 43 of Arlington. 


F Commander Smith:—I have the honor and privilege of pre- 
enting to you our Sisters from the Woman's Relief Corps. 


Commander Smith:—If there is a word in the English lan- 
oaee that touches thd tender spot in the heart it is ‘‘Mother”, 
the ae it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you one of 
R d others of the Women’s organizations allied to the G. A. 

a At this time I present to you Sister Rhoder of the Wom- 
an’s Relief Corps. 


6 Suater Rhoder:—Department Commander and Members of 
ry Wane of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I am very glad 
happy g ve greetings of our organization and hope, for a very 
fist ae Prosperous year for you all. I present this little gift 
gaaenee t. Smith, from the Department. May Brother Kirsch; 
Dreeene come to the platform? Brother Kirschgassner, I waiit to 
Hee you this from the Woman’s Relief Corps; it is a’ lit 
oken of our esteem. [Applause.] 


+6 eee Smith:—Sister Rhoder, I am more than happy: 

an o is little gift and assure you that this is a surprise 

President you to take back to your good Past Department 

eee ae sincere and best wishes and thanks for this gift 

Reliet Co we through her the Department of the Woman's 

best ee or me and give them my most sincere heartfelt 
wishes for a happy and successful Convention. 
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Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirschgassner:—May I too 
take the privilege of asking you to extend to the members of the 
Woman's Relief Corps my sincere thanks for the kindness 
shown me all the time I have been a Commander-in-Chief and 
for this gift. I thank them sincerely. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—At this time I am going to present to 
you, with a great deal of pleasure, Mrs. Purcell. 


Mrs. Purcell:—I am sure that I deem it a privilege that I 
was chdsen to bring you the greetings of Mrs. Morton and 
wish for you a very happy Convention. I present this little gift 
to you. I am chairman of the Sons of Union Veterans Aid. 
{Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—I thank you for this gift and ask you 
too to extend my thanks to those women who are assembled 
in Convention and assure them I appreciate it. 


Commander Smith:—It now gives me pleasure to introduce 
to you another one of that friendly organization, Sister Mc- 
Donald. 


Sister McDonald:—This is the first time that I have been 
called upon to bring greetings from the Woman’s Relief Corps. 
I am glad to see these little gifts instead of flowers; we thought 
we would bring something that you would like better than 
flowers and I wish for you a pleasant and harmonious Con- 
vention. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—At this time I am going to ask Past 
Commander-in-Chief Dr. E. W. Homan. to respond. 


Brother E. W.-Homan responded. 


Commander Smith:—Brothers, these ladies feel that they 
must leave us. [The delegation retires.] 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—Commander and Brothers, your 
Committee on Restoration of Past Rank will now make its 
report. We have not had an opportunity to permit of the writing 
of it; so it will be given verbally. The application of Herbert 
A. Hart will be discussed first. He was formerly a member of 
the John A. Andrew Camp 96, of this Department and has re- 
cently joined Lieut. Nathaniel Bowditch’ Camp 30. He served 
Camp 96 in various offices including that of Commander, when 
that Camp was disbanded and the charter was returned to the 
Department. Brother Hart did not know of it. He was never 
notified by the Secretary of the Massachusetts Department. 
He was in good standing. The letter goes on’ to state “we, the 
members of Camp 30, feel that Brother Hart is duly entitled the 
past honors due to the laxity of headquarters officials. It is 
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from Commander H. E. Reed and is attested by its Secretary. 
We have had a conference with Brother Reed and pointed out 
to him the insufficiency of the procedure necessary and proper 
to bring his application properly before the Encampment for 
consideration and it is with the acquiescence of Brother Reed 
that your Committee recommends that.this application be re- 
ferred to the 54th Department Encampment. Your Committee 
moves the adoption of the report in this case. 


Commander Smith:—Those in favor of the adoption say aye. 
Those opposed? It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—THe second application for 
Restoration of Past Rank comes from Frank W. Chubbuck, who 
in his letter to Camp 74, states: “I lost my Past Commander's 
rank when Camp 95 of Quincy, of which I was a member, was 
disbanded. I did not know of this for some time and did not 
receive a notice or transfer blank. I much desire to get this 
Past rank restored.” The fact was further brought out by a wit- 
ness before your Committee that Brother Chubbuck served in 
the World War and is a veteran of that War and otherwise 
1s regarded by Camp 74 at Milton as a most worthwhile and 
productive member, and your Committee, a majority of them, 
have voted in favor of the restoration of Department Camp 
pomingnder's Rank to F. W. Chubbuck. Your Committee so 

ves. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard the report of your 
Committee. Is there anything to offer? 


ie Brother Devine [6] :—I ask what is the difference between 
1s procedure and the one previously noted. 


as Brother Fred E. Bolton :—If there had been‘an inertia Camp 
Le Is a possibility that the brother to whom they gave a 

Chai grace to give the facts, may be well treated. Also Frank 

Bist buck is a splendid, active worker and I am inclined to 

he a good deal’ of credence in the statement that he did not 
w and I think he is entitled to a lot of consideration. 


Pee ne Devine [6] :—I cannot see where there is any dif- 
ies € in the two cases. If you are going to give one his past 
ey pave it to the other. They say the Camp was disbanded 
titled pense not notified. I, cannot see where he is not en- 
es © his past rank as well as the last. Brother. I know 

as well as Brother Bolton does. If you are going to give it 
to one, give it to the whole of them. 


is ee H. Harding Hale:—At this point allow me to quote 
om thé Constitution and Regulations, Art. 2 and Section 4. 


[Reads same.] 
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The first case did not bring to our Committee any request 
jn writing from the applicant. We have merely a letter from 
the Commander stating he was initiated into the Camp. There 
is not a statement in this letter that the Camp acted upon his 
request in writing. On the contrary, in the case of Chubbuck 
we have a letter from the Commander of Frank Chubbuck. We 
have satisfied ourselves that Camp 74 did act and recommend 
the restoration of past rank to him and same was sent to the 
Department headquarters. There is a distinct difference. 


Commander Smith:—We are trying the last case, not the 
previous one. Let us confine ourselves to the last applicant. 


Commander Smith:—You have heard the favorable recom- 
mendation of the Committee on the name of Frank Chubbuck. 
‘Those in favor’ of that report will say aye. Those opposed? It 
is a unanimous vote. 


Secretary Palmer:—May I have the privilege of speech? I 
do not consider any of the Department Officers above or beyond 
making an error of commission or of omission; if I felt any of 
them, myself included, was assailed for any lack of action, I 
would be, in my own estimation, a poor Department Officer if I 
did not defend it. As a matter of fact, I have never felt it was 
in the province of the Department to send transfer cards out 
to individual members on the disbandment of a Camp. I have 
always believed it was the duty of the secretary of the Camp, 
if sent sufficient transfer cards from the headquarters, to issue 
them himself. In fact a case of this kind came up recently and I 
took the matter up with National Secretary Hammer and for- 
tunately I have a letter in my hand which I would like to read 
to you, or a portion of it. 


Reads letter. 


With that opinion to back up my own I have never issued 
transfer cards from the Department to individual Camp mem- 
bers and I see no reason why I should. I will be perfectly will- 
ing to live up to the vote of the Department if such a vote 15 


passed. 
Commander Smith:—That finishes up our Committee 
I believe we are ready to proceed to the ballot. 


Brother Beckman [17] :—I move you that we proceed to bal- 
lot at once. 


s and 


Seconded by many. 
Commander Smith:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Commander Smith:—Will the Chairman of the Credentials 
‘Committee please file a final report? 
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Chairman Farrell of Credentials Committee :—The final re- 
port of the Credentials Committee shows an attendance of 252. 


Commander Smith:—You will please give your attention to 
Past Commander-in-Chief Homan. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P. C.-in-C.]:—There is in the Mid- 
dle West a society known as the Federated Patriotic Society. 
The idea of this organization is to give the public an impression 
of the strength of the United Patriotic Societies to the G. A. R. 
This year the President is our own Massachusetts Sister, Mar- 
garet Anderson. She asked me to bring the matter to you before 
we adjourned, with the hope that we would pass some vote that 
im case the other organizations, voted to join this patriotic so- 
ciety, our Encampment would be willing to join with some 
of the other organizations in joining the State Patriotic Society. 
It does not mean any dues, it does not impose any additional 
labors except that we vote in the form of a patriotic society and 
get together once a year. Therefore, Mr. Commander and Mem- 
bers of the Encampment, I would like to move that, providing 
the other organizations have favorably acted on the recommenda- 
tion of Sister Anderson, that we do form a patriotic society in 
Massachusetts, that we, the Members of the Massachusetts De- 
partment, join with them, in some such an association. 


Seconded by several brothers. 


Commander Smith:—It has been regularly moved and sec 
onded that if the other organizations form a Massachusetts Fed- 
erated Patriotic Society, that we shall join witli them. Is there 
any question? Those in favor signify by saying Aye. Those 
Opposed? It is a unanimous vote. 


Commander Smith :—Our Comnyander-in-Chief will now 
Sve us a message. 


Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Kirschgassner :—Commander, 
my Brothers; I do not want to take a lot of your time. The 
Commander-in-Chief is supposed to bring you instructions for 
the working of the organization but you are all working to the 
best of your ability. I took this office with a good deal ot 
trembling. I realized it was a big job. I have seen how the De- 
partments work, how we have cooperated when necessary, AS 
I have been in contact with the other Departments in visitation, 
I have endeavored to keep down the expenses of our National 
organization. In the West I found conditions alarming and I 
tell you it is necessary for charity to be shown at a time like 
this. We must realize there is a great, change necessary in the 
methods of our procedure for the functioning of this organization. 
Departments in different sections function differently. We must 
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dispense with some of the laws which are cumbersome to our 
organization. We have some meetings which are not worth while 
and it might be well to have less meetings but more worth- 
while ones. I hope we may at last arrive at some solving of the 
problem and lead us to the road which we need on organiza- 
tion. I hope that we will finally make it possible for our Depart- 
ments and through the Departments, the National Organiza- 
tion, to have something with which we will all agree and which 
we will all work for. What I have found mostly the cause for 
disinterestedness in the organization is the fact that when you 
elect men to the positions at the heads of Departments you 
fail to back them up properly. If you men fail to obey the laws 
which those men are supposed to function under, then of course 
it makes it hard for the men at the head of the organization 
to make any progress. The G. A. R. was organized after having 
service on the field and learning to obey. Let us realize that we 
have taken an obligation to actively promote the object and in- 
terest of our organization at all times and if we will do that to 
the best of our ability, then finally we will make progress. It 
has been very happy for me, in going from place to place, as 
they have asked me of our own Department, to be able to say 
that we have been doing something that is worthwhile and that 
they can pattern by us. I hope to be faithful in the future as I 
have tried to be in the past. Let us resolve to get together, to 
work more solidly in districts. Let us give a little more thought 
to the organization, to the Constitutional laws that we pledged 
ourselves to uphold and let us obey our own instinct to be true 
to that obligation which we as men have pledged ourselves. I 
thank you. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—I am going to ask Commander-in- 
Chief Kirschgassner to present to the three Camps the banners 
which they have earned this year. 


Commander-in-Chief Kirschgassner:—I should not take this 
privilege from Brother Smith this day, but I know that Camp 
1 has been doing splendid work and I am sure it seems very 
fitting that Camp 1 should be the first to receive No. 1 Ban- 
ner and I am very happy, on behalf of the Department Com- 
mander with his consent and on behalf of the Commander-in- 
Chief, to present to you the banner you so richly deserve. 
Brothers, they took in 31 new members this year. | Applause. | 


Commander Booth [Camp 1]:—Thank you Commander-in- 
Chief and also you Department Commander and we will try 
to keep it next year. 


Commander Smith:—Is the Commander of Camp 109 of 
Newburyport present? 
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Commander-in-Chief Kirschgassner:—-Commander Chase of 
Camp 109, it has been mighty fine that Camp 109 can come up 
from down in Essex County and capture this second banner, 
You young men have come in and shown the way and I hope 
you will continue to make the resolve that you will make some- 
one hustle to take it away from you, but you may be successful 
in keeping it. I am sure the Department Commander is proud 
as I am to turn this over to you for the splendid work you 
have done for the Department. [Applause.] 


Commander Chase [109] :—I thank the Department for this 
banner. [Applause.] 


Guard:—There is a delegation from our Auxiliary, five of 
them, awaiting admittance. 


‘ Commander Smith:—Will the Commander of Camp 58 of 
Hyde Park come to this station? 


Commander-in-Chief Kirschgassner :—Brother Maxwell, you 
have taken the place of Camp 146 and I am sure you must haye 
been doing some real work, IJ am sure you have an opportunity 
there in Hyde Park to make your Camp known and realized 
for its worth. 


Brother Maxwell [58] :—Commander-in-Chief, we have still 
11 more lined up for next month and we intend carrying away 
the second banner next year. I thank you. [Applause.| 


_ Commander Smith:—Will Brothers E. W. Homan, Guy 
Richardson, William Fuller W. H. Libbey and Russell Trask 
act as escorts to our visitors? 


r Brother Homan:—Commander, it is my great pleasure to 
introduce to this Encampment Sister Phyllis Dean, the Depart- 
ment ‘President of our Auxiliary. 


Hh Brother Guy Richardson :—Department Commander, I have 
e honor at this time to present to you Mrs. Ralph Smith, of our 
own Auxiliary. 


BS Brother ‘William Fuller:—Commander, it. is with much 
Pleasure that I introduce Mrs. Rita Angier, Department Chief 
of Staff. 
: Brother Libby:—Department Commander, I have the great 
honor to present to you and this Encampment Miss Nettie Greg- 
‘ory, Past Department Aide. 

Brother Russell Trask:—Commander, it is my great privilege 
to present to you Mrs, Shepardson, Department Inspector. 


é Commander Smith:—Sister, Phyllis, wife of our Department 
ommander, Sister Angier, Sister Shepardson and Sister Greg- 
‘ory, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you here. 
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Commander Smith:—Brothers, we have had the honor of 
entertaining here a visitation from our fathers; it was a very 
great honor. We have had the honor of a visit from our mothers 
and that, you will agree with me, was a great honor and one we 
appreciate and value. We have had the honor of a visit from 
our sisters and how we all love our sisters, and how we appreci- 
ated that visit; and we had a visit from the Ladies of the G. 
A. R. but there is in the Scriptures a sentence that reads some- 
thing like this: “A man shall leave his mother and, father and 
cleave unto his wife’ and so we have with us our wives, those 
who, even the Scriptures tell us we shall give up all else for. At 
this time it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you one of 
the finest women, one of the best workers, one of the most able, 
energetic and untiring in her work, that our Auxiliary has ever 
initiated into their ranks. She has rendered conspicuous service 
this year. You will be inspired by her sympathy and earnestness 
and by her work in our organization and_ every other visit, 
every other opportunity that you are privileged to meet with 
her, and hear her, you will like her better. At this time it gives 
me great plessure and happiness to present to you our Depart- 
ment President, Mrs. Phyllis Dean. 


Mrs. Phyllis Dean:—Brother Smith, Commander-in-Chief, 
Department Officers and Brothers, this is indeed a great pleasure. 
I just want to say to you boys, I have worked for you this year 
almost as much as I have worked for my Auxiliary. I am hap- 
py at this time I am sure, to be selected as President of the 
Mass. Department of the Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary to 
speak to you. In a few minutes that will no longer be my title. 
To have met so many brothers who have helped me through- 
out Massachusetts, to work with them, has been a most pleas- 
ant duty. I have tried my best, Brother Smith, and I have tray- 
elled through this Department together, seeing if we could not 
build our organization up. I wonder if you realize your heritage. 
I have met a great many brothers who have assisted me and 
who have helped, but I am wondering about brothers who are in 
Camps who do not believe in an Auxiliary. You are instituted 
to carry on the work of the G. A. R. You know that unless 
you take up this work no one else will take it up for you. As 
the G. A. R. passes on, if there is not a Sons Camp or an organ- 
ization to tell the world there was such an organization as the 
G. A. R., it will soon be forgotten because you go to many towns 
and cities today and ask where are the G. A. R. headquarters 
and they look at you vaguely and know nothing about it. Unless 
there is an organization to carry on the ideals for which this or- 
ganization fought, they would soon be forgotten. You are losing 
something that belongs to you if you have not an Auxiliary. You 
are not taking what is rightfully yours. Every Camp should have 
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an Auxiliary. You are doing a great deal but you need an Aux- 
iliary to further carry on and help you. We bring you before 
the public; when we do anything and it is advertised we are 
bringing you before the public. All we ask of you is to believe 
in us. I know you will. We are working to assist you. We want 
to help you. We will do it whether you will it or not. We will 
be your Auxiliary. Won't you let us help you? [ am happy to 
bring the greetings of the Massachusetts Department Auxiliary 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War at this time! i 
brought these ladies with me and in behalf of the ‘Auxiliary 
we want to show you our appreciation for allowing us to be 
your Auxiliary, for allowing us to work for you, and we present 
to you at this time a little gift from our Encampment to vour Ene 
campment. [Applause.] ; : 


Hi popamander Smith iit is a great pleasure, I am sure, on 

chalt of the Sons of Union Veterans of this Department to 
extend to you and your organization our deep felt thanks for 
this gift ef a check for $100.00. [Applause.| 


" Sister Phyllis Dean:—Brother Ralph Smith, it gives me 
pai ap casting to extend to you personally this little gift from 
Side epartment. I hope you have had a most pleasant Con- 
ention. I hope you have realized your ambition. [Applause.] 


elon eraet, Smith:—In all the things I aimed for I have 
ohn aie y assisted by having Sister Phyllis Dean talking and 
geen eas the interests of our organization and as to this per- 
ee gi t, well, I don’t know anything more I can say to you 
° ; that I think you realize how much I appreciate your gift. 
thank you. [Applause.] 4 ‘ 
ae porumnandor Smith:—I am now going to introduce to you 
Sp ae I have travelled along with for most twenty-five 
a . ome of you do not know, but Iam going to say to you 
a ae nD my estimation, you were never introduced to @ 
iets , worthy, helpful woman than the sister I am now 
senting to you, my wife. [Applause.] 
CHES Smith:—Department Commander, Commander- 
anne me rothers ; it was a pleasure for, me to be able to 
ae + Committee and to have the opportunity to thank 
Lote a all, for the splendid cooperation you have given my 
aaa uring the past year, where he has tried so hard to 
S year a success. I thank you. [Applause.] 


# Rt pat eg Smith :—It gives me great pleasure to introduce 
now our Department Chief of Staff, Sister Rita Angier. 


Si 4 ie 
ime aie Angier:—Department Commander, Commander- 
words This Brothers; thank you very much for those kind 
- This is one of the many pleasant first experiences I have 
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had in my years of service as a Department officer. I have 
never been to one of your meetings before and I can remember 
years back my father coming to these meetings and I used to 
Wonder what it was all about. In my travels this past year and 
with the inspiration of the Department President before me all 
the time, I am sure I have learned of the principles and ideals of 
this splendid organization and I am so happy to be a member 
of the Auxiliary. Sister Dean has asked me to bring you the 
greetings but she has expressed the same thoughts that I have 
had in mind and I would like to say to you Brother 
Commander that though your Convention is most over you 
probably will have an opportunity in the next year to travel 
around and work for your Department just the same as you 
have in the past year and I hope I shall have more opportunities 
to meet you in the future. [Applause.] 


Commander Smith:—It is now my pleasure to introduce to 
you Mrs. Shepardson. 


Sister Shepardson :—Department Commander, Commander- 
in-Chief and Brothers; it is a pleasure and privilege to bring the 
greetings to the organization of which we are honored to be the 
Auxiliary. We have worked by your side for many years. May 
I assure you that we will be as faithful in the future as we 
have in the past and as we leave our Encampments may I assure 
you that we will give more of ourselves, more of our time and 
more of our thoughts in assisting you boys in carrying on the 
work of your fathers and grandfathers. Brother Ralph, I hope you 
have had the most splendid Convention ever. [Thank you.] 
[Applause. ] : 
at pleasure indeed to 


Commander Smith:—It gives me gre ed 
f the Sons of Union 


introduce to you Sister Gregory, Chairman 0 
Veterans Aides. 


Sister Gregory:—I am not much of a speech maker, though 
I may be able to raise money for you. 1 have two reasons to 
be glad today. This is the first chance I have had of being on be 
Greetings Committee and I am glad also to come here. Second, 
I am glad to have been able to be a part in the raising of the 
money which comprised the check our Department President 
gave to you. I thank you. [Aplause.] 

Commander Smith:—At this time I am going to ask Past 
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief William L. Anderson to re- 
spond. 


Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief William L. Ander- 
son responded. 
Commander Smith:—The ladies now wish to with-draw. 
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[The delegation withdraws.] 


Brother Harry F. Weiler:—The tellers are now ready to 
report. ‘ 


Commander Smith:—The tellers have tabulated the ballots 
and will now report. 


uM Brother Harry F. Weiler:—For Senior Vice Commander, E. 
- Sweet, 81 votes; Walter G. Ball, 115 votes. 


: pnaaander Smith:—By your ballot you have elected Wal- 
er G. Ball of Camp 46 to the office of Senior Vice Commander. 


rr one Walter G. Ball:—Mr. Commander and Brothers, I 

‘ a you very much for your vote. I will simply say I will try 

ii o whatever I should for the good of our organization. I 
ank you. [Applause.] 


Brother Harry F. Weiler: i hicesG EG 
y F. Weiler:—Junior Vice Commander: George 
A. Derby, 115 votes; Russell Trask, 89. 


i Reaapaer Smith :—You have by your ballot elected George 
‘\. Derby to the office of Junior Vice Commander. 


; Brother Harry F. Weiler:—The contested office for two 
a term on the Department Council: Chas. F. Maxwell, 45 
votes; Louis E. Winchell, 108 votes. 


fd Commander Smith:—Louis E. Winchell has been elected for 

e two years’ term on the Council. 

th Commander Smith:—So far as I know, it is now time for 

Be installation of Officers. That is all we have. If anyone knows 

anything else let’s have it now. 

Ge gumander Smith :—Department Commander-elect Brother 

yor ord, we are ready for the installation of officers. Have 
any choice for your installing officers? 

mando nmander-clect Thomas L. Crawford:—I would like Com- 

Wit -in-Chief Frank L. Kirschgassner as installing officer and 
1am L. Anderson as Guide. 


Bigteee es Smith:—Will Brother Kirschgassner and 
e r Anderson step to this station and I will now turn the 
ncampment over to you. 


mene Qrimander-in-Chiet Frank L. Kirschgassner :—The Depart- 
meee ecretary will call the roll of officers elected who, as their 
es are called, will rise and remain standing. 


Secretary Palmer calls the roll of incoming officers. 


Co: -i i i 
Cue in-Chief Kirschgassner : — Commander-elect 
» Nave you any appointments to make at this time? 
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Commander Crawford:—Brother Leon H. Palmer, Secre- 
tary; Brother Fred E. Bolton, Treasurer; Brother Paul C. Gas- 


sett, Inspector. 


Commander Crawford :—Brother Anderson, you will act as 
guide and present these brothers to the altar for installation. 


Commander-in-Chief Kirschgassner then installed all except 
Commander-elect. 


Commander-in-Chief Kirschgassner:—Guide, you will con- 
duct the Department Commander-elect to this station. 


Commander-in-Chief Kirschgassner then installed Thomas 
L. Crawford as Commander. 


Commander Crawford:—Commander-in-Chief I wish to 
thank you for installing me this evening and also for the serv- 
ices of the guide. Brothers, I wish to thank you for the distinct 
honor of being the Department Commander of the State of 
Massachusetts Sons of Union Veterans, something to which 
we possibly all aspire. If we have any great work before us we 
are willing to do it. AsI understand, there is considerable work 
to the office of Department Commander. As soon as I am able 
to find out what that work is I will get at it, and brothers of 
Massachusetts, I hope you will all stand together and work as 
a unit for our principles. In making appointments to the staff 
I figure that all sections of our State should be considered, there- 
by saving the Department officers where we can possibly get 
it done. After I have a chance to get started then I will make 
those appointments. They will probably come out in the first 
issue of your General Orders. I want to thank the brothers again, 
as I said. I will do all I can. I will try and do the best I can 
if the Brothers will stand by me and I hope we will have a 
good year. I thank you. [Applause.] 


Past Department Commander Smith: 
late you and wish you every success in the w 
ceived wonderful assistance from you this year an 
you for that and I want to include in those thanks. each and 
every officer who has served with me this year. I have had 
splendid cooperation, and the kindness that has been exhibited 
by the officers has made my administration one of pleasure and 
long to be remembered. All through the Department, among the 
members, I have found real friends and friends are the things 
that make life worth living. I thank you one and all. [Ap- 
plause.] 


Brother E. W. Homan:—Department Commander, I would 
like to have the privilege of saying just a word. Some people 
serve in high places and others serve in humble capacities. To- 
night, in the closing hours of this Encampment, T would just 


—T want to congratu- 
orld. I have re- 
d I also thank 
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like to say a little tribute to one of the Sons of Veterans who 
has not served in a high place today, but has been, on duty at 
Faneuil Hall in the snow and rain, opening the doors of the 
automobiles, helping the Comrades of the G. A. R. and when I 
saw Brother Joe Doyle I could not help but feel that a word 
of recommendation from this Encampment to Brother Joe for 
that service was due. And now for a word to a man who has 
served in a high place, and that is to Brother Ralph. No mat- 
ter how strenuous, how hot the argument or how bitter the 
contest, when we come to the closing hours there is a tender 
ness that comes to these last moments that we who have partici- 
pated in the year past can never forget. Now that you are about 
to retire into the ranks of Past Department Commanders I am 
een will find much happiness to return to your home and 
be able to be more with that fine family which we have all en- 
ee meeting so much from time to time. There are Sons of 
y eterans who are born, there are Sons of Veterans whom we 
Present to the altar and give great honor to. They drop away 
ane never seen again. There are others who never even get 
Sere. as ae altar, who do not have an interest in our organ 
pie eee the G.A.R. and we are fortunate in having had this 
Bae the head of our Department, a man who has not 
ees a nee interest but a heart interest in the Sons of Union 
Rae nus man that we have had at the head of our De 
Pete this year has not only served as. Department Com- 
a irae for years previous has proved his interest in untold 
ame ow that he has come to this last_ moment, without the 
Conta a reward of any kind but knowing that he has been 
naeiae am proud to pin this badge of the Past Dept. Com- 
Wate wen your coat, Brother Ralph, I know I am pinning 
gece heart that is loyal to our Order and to the parent 
Sanization and that you will always be proud of this badge. 


of re Cae Commander Smith :—A man with the blood 
up from a lj a veterans coursing through his veins, who comes 
of Maine ae e hamlet on a little farm way down in the State 
comes up ie removed from even a town of any great size, who 
Giies hee fe enn this great Commonwealth, into these great 
that he aan f nally convinced 5000 or 6000 of his fellow men 
erent BN Sed worthy to lead this Great Department in this 
i aaatie SURE be proud to wear the badge that tells that story. 
of my ie 17 am that this evening; it is the proudest moment 
but T ee a see me stand here almost unable to talk to you 
tion, a dressed crowds of men up to 3000 without emo- 
E thank you. [Applause.] 


B . < 
Sate ae Addison A. Quinn:—Past Department Commander 
Cae i seems strange for me to call you Past Department 
ander. You and I have been great pals together while 
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you have held this office. Brothers, it costs something to be 
Department Commander of this organization. One year ago we 
selected this brother as Department Commander and he assumed 
all the responsibilities of the office. He has acquitted himself 
creditably to this organization and now it comes time for him to 
retire. I hope that the friendship between you and me will con- 
tinue, that we will still have many pleasant trips together, work- 
ing in the vineyard of this organization for its further prog- 
ress. All the boys in Massachusetts gathered together in this 
little token here and have asked me to present it, in their be- 
half, to show their appreciation of what it has cost you to hold 
this office. On behalf of all these boys I present this little token 
and may it in part compensate for what you have spent and I 
hope you and your wife will have a good time. I know you 
will take it in the spirit in which it is extended. {Applause.] 


Past Department Commander Smith:—Addie and I, long 
before either one of us ever talked or aspired to high office in 
this organization, had given our hearts to it. We were friends 
then and will continue to be friends as long as we both live. 
This interest will just be increased so long as God gives us 
strength. My brothers, I thank you for this gift. [Applause.] 


Commander Thomas L. Crawford:—Let us all rise in ap- 
preciation of the work that our Past Department Commander 
Smith has done. 


Commander Crawford:—Is there any further business to 
come before this Encampment? 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—I would like to announce that 
our radio program comes tonight up at the Hotel Buckminster 
at Kenmore Square at ten o’clock. I know the management 
would be very happy if you, any of you, wish to come up and 
listen to that program. 


Commander Crawford:—There being no further business to 
come before this Encampment we will proceed to close. 


: 5 a 
Closed in form and Encampment adjourned at 6:35. 


LEON H. PALMER, 


Department Secretary. 
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